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TO 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


FREDERICK Duke of YORK. 


SIR, | 
‘HE Book which is now humbly fub- 
mitted to your Royal Highnefs, con- 

fifts, in part, of Extracts from the German 
Language. The Tranflation was undertaken 


from a defire to render more generally known 
in this country a work eminently calculated to 


‘promote true Military Science, and to keep. 


alive by precept and example that ardour 
which might poffibly have been impaired by 
a long continuance of peace, Part of the 
following Mifcellany centains the hiftory of 
events almoft unparalleled, in which thefe 
kingdoms were deeply engaged, in fome of 
which the valour of our anceftors, and in 
others that of your Royal Father’s a" 
sa with peculiar luftre, 


It 


vi DEDICATION. 

It is now dedicated to your Royal Higti- 
nefs with the moft perfect refpe@&, and with 
the ftrongeft attachment to your perfon, as the 
Patron of our Military Men, the faithful fer- 
vants of their King and Country. 

Should it appear that the nerve of German 
idiom, of which you are fo perfect a judge, is 
not entirely loft in the Tranflation, and fhould 
the manner in which your favourite ftudy is 
difcuffed in the following criticifms and ex- 
tra€ts be found in any degree to deferve your 
approbation, it will be confidered as a moft 
flattering circumftance, and will highly gra« 
tify, : | 


S1R, 
Your Roya Hicuness’s 
Mott faithful, and 
| Mott obedient humble Servant, 


COLIN LINDSAY. 
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INTRODUCTION. 





O ME time ago, the editor of this publication 

had the good fortune accidentally to meet — 
with Colonel Tempelhoffe’s Hiftory of the Seven 
Years War, written in the German language, which 
he acquired in the courfe of his fervices in Ame- 
rica and Gibraltar with the Heffian and Hanove- 
rian forces, and the knowledge of which he has 
with pleafure continued to cultivate. He was 
ftruck with the nature of the work; to have the ~ 
operations not only of the King of Pruffia, but of 
Duke Ferdinand, in their full extent, the object 
of meditation, given in language worthy of the fub- 
ject; to have the accuracy of detail embellifhed 
with theoretical difcuffion of many of the moft im-. 
portant queftions of the military art, where fcience 
was feen furmounting numbers of the greateft dif- 
proportion; the how, the where, the wherefore, 
placed béfore the eyes—this was indeed a treafure. - 
A poffeffion of fo much value, was -not to be 
made a property by hoarding it. The editor foon 
refolved upon participation; and in the leifure of 
- a his 
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his country quarters, proceeded, to the beft of his 
' abilities, to give this work an Englifh drefs, as 
being highly worthy the attention not only of his 
fellow-foldiers, but of his country in general. 

«© When war is carried on between nations 
‘¢ whofe improvement is in any degree fimilar, 
“¢ the means of defence bear fome proportion to 
«¢ thofe of the attack; and, in this equal conteft, 
«: fuch efforts muft be made, fuch talents are dif- 
« played, and fuch paffions roufed, as exhibit 
«¢ mankind in‘a fituation no lefs ftriking than in- 
«¢ terefting. Hence the operations of war, and the 
¢ ftruggles of contending ftates, have been deemed 
«© by hiftorians, ancient as well as modern, a ca- 
«« pital and important article in the annals of hu- 
«¢ man actions*.”’ 

Military writers have been faid by General 
Lloyd to be of two defcriptions, didactic and 
hiftorical ; but he appears to have mifapplied thefe 
terms, if we are to underftand the firft as fetenti- 
fically teaching, the other as employed in relating 
events. Czfar, in his dignified narrative of his 
own actions, is hiftorical; we could have wifhed 
that he had been more didaétic. Polybius is both 
didaétic and hiftorical. ‘Tempelhoffe is eminently 
both, uniting, with much theory, Lloyd’s falfe 
definition of the hiftorical clafs of writers; the 
having had great practice in the art on which he 
treats, as well as perfect knowledge of his fubjed. 


(atone ghana AE OE CCC 


‘® Robertfon’s Hiftory of America. 


He 
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He ferved in every campaign during the war of 
which he writes the hiftory ; and muft obtain the 
preference even over the great names of ancient | 
times in this refpect, that in the prefent ftate of 
war, which has become much more complicated 
fince the invention of gunpowder, his works are now 
of more utility. We may learn from them to fore- 
fee, yet not to be prevented by an obftacle ; and 
that by the previous difcernment of probable im- 
pediments, we are the beft enabled to provide the 
means of furmounting them. 

Were the tranflation of this work now actually 
making its appearance, this might be conftrued 
into an unwarrantable attempt to anticipate the 
judgment of the reader ; but the beft endeavours 
to excite the attention of the public to the means 
of publifhing the book, have proved ineffectual. 
The propofals, dated February 20th 1790, and 
the advertifements inferted in the newfpapers, have 
been found inadequate. The Hibernian fchool, 
where feveral hundreds of foldiers children are 
maintained, educated, and apprenticed or enlifted, 
was to receive the profits of the work; and this was 
fignified in the propofals. Several inftances of 
Jate have clearly proved that any other method ot 
publifhing a military book in this country than by 
fubfcription, is a hazardous attempt; and there are 
few military men whofe fortunes are “equal to the 
expence of fuch experiments. 

To whatever caufe the failure of the defig igo may 
be attributed, the editor found it neceffary to 
abandon it; and, on being ordered fox foreign fer- 

a2 vice 
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vice lately when war with Spain was expected 
and every preparation for immediate enterprife had 
been made, he withdrew his propofals through the 
fame channel by which they had been fignified. 
In compliment to eighty-one fubfcribers, and in 
his own vindicaion, having given his name to the 
public perhaps fomewhat rafhly, the editor now 
publifhes a part of the work propofed in the cri- 
ticifms on General Lloyd’s Hiftory of the Two 
Firft Campaigns. The reft of the work confifts 
of the continuation of the hiftory, from the com- 
mencement of the third campaign in the year 
1758*, _ , 

Among the few military authors which this 
country has produced, Loyd is generally ranked 
in the higheft clafs. His work is in many hands, 
and has been read with great avidity. «* Mankind,” 
Colonel: Tempelhoffe fays, ** feel a fort of fatif- 
<¢ faction and a comfort, when they find a heart 
*¢ fo ftout as to attack fuperior talents of decided 
‘eminence, and then are very ready to beftow 
‘© applaufe.” It is well known, that Generak 
Lloyd’s book confifts of very free obfervations on 
the King of Pruffia; of the full value of which, 
thofe who read the following pages will be enabled 





* The above-mentioned circumftance muft ferve as an apoe 
logy for publifhing the remarks on Lloyd’s hiftory without — 
plans; and thould the reader find the defcription in any part net 
" fufficiently clear, (which it is apprehended will not frequently 
happen,) he muft neceffarily be referred to the plans in Lloyd’s 
book, which isdn the hands of moft military men. 

to 
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to form a more accurate judgment, than they could 
have done before from any thing which has ever 
appeared in the Englifh language. 

Lloyd, in his preracer, has advanced various 
opinions. It is greatly to be wifhed that the 
German author had taken them likewife into con- 
fideration. It-may not be amifs here to beftow a 
few thoughts upon fome of them. His prelimi- 
nary difcourfe is univerfally aliowed to be written 
with great ability. | | | 

Lloyd feems to have been poffeffed of ftrong 
attachment to his native country. Many of his 
general military obfervations appear to have been 
formed with a particular view to the well-being of 
our troops; yet he might have fpared a certain 
ridicule which he attempts to caft on part of the 
neceffary occupation of military men. When he 
fpeaks with contempt of the adjufting the button 
of a hat, &c. &c. he ought to have recollected, 
what he certainly muft have known, that the duty 
of an officer confifts in affiduous and minute at- 
tention, as well as frequent ftrenuous exertion. 
As he has written on what he calls the philofophy 
of war, under the denomination of the fecond part 
of his firft volume, he might perhaps, under that 
Jiead, have explained why it is that the moment a 
foldier becomes carelefs of his drefs or arms, he 
is no longer to be depended upon; he lofes all 
tafte for his profeffion, and he deferts. The whole 
is compofed of many parts; the work of twenty 

years may be undone by fix months inattention. 
If young men, when they come into the fervice, 
a 3 do 
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do not determine upon a fcrupulous and confcien- 
tious obfervance of orders, fo as that their duty 


fhall become a habit, or a fort of fecond nature ; 


if the foldiers under their command, if their pay, 
their lodging, food and exercife, their difcipline, 
their conduct and behaviour to each other and 
their fellow-citizens are not conftantly attended to, 
there can be no army; or what is worfe, there 
will be a very bad one. 

If General Lloyd really had the well- iliac of 
qur troops at heart, why did he not propofe fome 
better method of recruiting the army ? why did 
he not recommend 4 very obvious, and ultimately 
a very ceconomical meafure for that purpofe, as 
well as for the prevention of defertion? namely, 
a {mall increafe of the foldiers pay, fo as to render 
jt poffible for him to exift upon it* ; inftead of the 
puerilities he fpeaks of, when he fays, that there 
can be no compact body of troops without mufic. 
Tt is long fince the Pruffians have laid afide mufic 
for regulating the movement of bodies of troops, 
having difcovered that it deftroyed the very end 
that ic was intended to promote; and that the 
cadenced march, which Marfhal Saxe recommends, 
and which is of the greateft importance, was only 
to be obtained without myfic, Their example 





* This has aétually been done fince this part of our intro- 
duétion was written; and officers, who may well be fuppofed 
- tq have the interefts of the foldiers more at heart than any other 
defcription of perfons, are now fatisfied that their allowances 


are amply fufficient. | 
In 
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in that refpect has been followed lately in the 
Britifh fervice. 

’ Nothing but Pruffian will go down, fays Lloyd; 
fhort cloaths, little hats, an infinice number of 
ufelefs motions in the exercife and evolutions have 
been: introduced, without any other reafon than 
their being Pruffian. Had Lloyd been a native 
Auftrian, he could not have had a greater hatred 
than he feems to have imbibed in the Auttrian 
fervice for the Pruffians, and all that belongs to 
them, being very unwilling to adopt the “ Fas ef 
et ab hoffe doceri.”” As to the fhort cloaths, he 
feems to forget that a foldier upon fervice always 
carries a blanket upon his knapfack, (which if 
made in the form of a great coat, is fo much the 
more ufeful,) and that this compenfates for his 
coat being made as all European coats are. We 
fhall hardly with to have the cuftoms of the eaft 
introduced among us, and to fee our foldiers 
dreffed in flowing robes. 

As to the hat, had Lloyd been now alive, he 
probably would have been an advocate for.it, as 
the Pruffians have lately left off the ufe of it; at — 
leaft in the form in which it formerly was made. 
Tc has always been a complaint, that in clofe or- 


- der, the foldier’s hat, being triangular, is very 


much in the way, both of his own firelock and 
of thofe of his comrades. It has alfo been a com- 
plaint, that confidering the coarfe materials of 
which it is made, the hat 1S apt to lofe its thape, 
efpecially in camp, fo as to become far from or- 
namental. That it was ever ufeful, whether againtt 

a4 rain, 
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rain, fun, or wind, no. officer ever fuppofed. 
Accordingly, the Pruffians have lately made the. 
hat into a cap, which is not liable to any of the 
objections: but we agree with General Lloyd, 
that a far better covering for the foldiers head 

might be made of leather; for example, fuch as 
the caps of the light dragoons, with fome little 
alteration. 

With refpecé& to the Pruffian evolutions, the 
application of them, in the courfe of Colonel 
Tempelhoffe’s hiftory, 1s feen to produce fuch 
effects as cannot fail to ftrike the reader with’ 
aftonifhment, till he proceeds to the explanation of 


the principles on which they were conducted, when 
the wonder ceafes, 


When Lloyd quotes an expreffion of the King. 
of Pruffia, as to the impoffibility of platoon firing 
in action, he ought, at the fame time, to have 
informed us, that the king added, that more than 
two rounds could not eanly be fired in that man- — 
ner. The troops, fays Lloyd, muft be three deep 
at leaft, yet the front rank muft not,kneel ; and he 
would have our arms two feet longer than they 

are at prefent. This laft propofition muft be very. 
~ amufing, fince it is plain that a middle-fized man 
in the ranks could not load his firelock were it 
longer than the length at prefent in ufe in the 
Britifh fervice, of three feet fix inches in the 
barrel. 


Before the invention of gunpowder, the firft 
object was to prevent the line from being pene- 
trated, or to penetrate that ef the enemy, With 

thefe 
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‘ thefe views, the phalanx was fixteen men in depth; 
the legion varied at different times,. Whether - 
this be now the firft object or not, it is certainly a 
very important one. Some may conceive, that 
_the out- flanking your enemy, by extending your’ 
files and diminifhing your depth, is more material. 
There is indeed no queftion upon which military 
men are more divided. It was certainly put fairly 
to the teft at the battle of Prague, where the 
King of Pruffia had nearly loft the day; but with 
that intuitive glance which catches the decifive. 
moment, having obferved an interval in the Auf- 
trian army, he penetrated, and eftablifhed’ batte-. 
ries to enfilade their line, which had all the: effeét, 
of gaining a flank. In faét, the turning a flank, 
is not fo eafily effected, (if your enemy be vigilant. 


and fkilful,) as the breaking through a thin line 
of infantry. 


At the time General Lloyd wrote, the Auftrian 
army were four deep, which they continued to be 
till after the battle of Kollin. It is ftrange, how long 
cuftom will fometimes prevail.in defiance of reafon, | 
It.was long after the invention of gunpowder that 
Guftavus Adolphus departed from the order of 
depth ; and his forming his troops only fix deep, 
was reckoned an innovation; which nothing but 
his fuccefs could juftify. Tilly and Walftein, his 


opponents, drew up their infantry in folid maffes, 
thirty deep. 


At this time when experimental exercifes are 
practifing previous to pofitive regulation, it may 
be highly proper for an individual officer to com- 


municate 
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municate his thoughts. At Berlin, where the ex- . 


iftence of the ftate depends upon their military 
inftitutions, there has been for many years a 
monthly military publication, wherein every pro- 


pofition finds a place. The examination of fome. 


of General Lloyd’s opinions in his preface, leads 
the editor to the following confiderations 


ON THE FIRE OF MUSQUETRY THREE DEEP. 


The drawing up of troops two deep is peculiar 


to the Britifh fervice; but there is now every | 


reafon to hope that this practice will be difcon- 
tinued. There may be times and circumftances 
when it may be proper; but it feems that upon 
no account for the fake of making a fhew upon a 
review day, fhould this be permitted; for this 
plain reafon, that troops who can aét three deep, 
can at any time act two deep againft an irregular 
enemy, or in woods ; but the contrary does by no 
means follow : and as it is the grand object of mili- 
tary fcience to bring the many to act againft the few, 
and that men drawn up two deep in the beginning 
of an action, will foon be in a rank entire; not to 
mention the impoffibility of conveying orders with 
effect toa line extending a confiderable diftance* ; 
for thefe reafons it is expected that the general 
fyftem throughout the Britifh fervice will, from 
authority, be that of three deep, like that of all 
the other troops in Europe. 





* Major General Dundas’s Principles of Military Move- 
ments. | 
An 
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An officer in the fervice of France, Guibere, - 
contrived by his writings to bring about the difufe 
of the front rank kneeling, in the platoon firing 
three deep. The French, after perfevering during 
twelve years in the attempt of firing three deep 
with the front rank ftanding, in their exercifes 
during peace, found it neceffary fome years ago 
to return to their former method of kneeling ; 
that they ever quitted it, was owing to the mifap- 
prehenfion of a fact. Guibert afferts, page 80, 
vol. i. Effai Generale de Tactique, that he faw the 
regiment of Denx-ponts fire three deep ftanding, 
in the battle of Felinghaufen, ‘“* fans accident,’ 
et fans inconvenient, dans un combat tres vif et 
fous le feu de Vennemi.” A Lieutenant-colonel 
in the Britifh fervice lately met with the very 
officer who commanded that regiment upon that 
occafion; and in the courfe of converfation upon 
a variety of military topics, he informed him, that 
Guibert had: miftaken the fact; for that his third 
rank did not fire, but were employed in loading 
and handing the arms to the center rank. 


It may be of confiderabie importance to give 
this propofition a fair trial. It has been adopted - 
in the French fervice by an ordonnance de par le 
Roi in the year 1788. The editor has practifed 
this method for fome time paft with the regiment 
which he has the honour to command; and mutt 
acknowledge, that he entertains the very beft opi- 
-nion of it. That method will be found the beft, 
which is liable to the feweft objections. 

Now if we are to fire regular difcharges of muf- 
quetry, whether by platoons, wings, ar battalions, 

| any 
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apy farther thoughts upon this fubject were un- 
~neceflary; but many officers of great experience 
are of opinion, that in action, after the firft dif- 
charge or two, it is impoffible. Do what we may, 
the regular difcharges will degenerate into file- 
firings The kneeling of the front rank would then 
be attended with the worft confequences, as the 
center or sear rank man might be prefenting his 
piece at the very moment that the front rank man 
isrifing. | | : 

Shall we then attempt to fire the three ranks 
ftanding ? We are firmly perfuaded that the very 
worft confequences would enfue. 

Let us firft confider that the ranks take up much 
more fpace with the knapfacks on. The extreme 
reluctance of a foldier to part with his knapfack, 
even when going into action, is well known. It 
contains all that he has to truft to for comfort and 
health during a campaign, and he is not fure of 
feeing it again. From the fame caufe the officer 
will not infift upon his quitting it, unlefs an extraor- 
dinary cafe occurs. The Heffians moved on to. 
the ftorm of Red Bank redoubt with their knap- 
facks on; an example which it is by no means 
intended to praife. At Brandewine the army. 
fought with their knapfacks on. Let us con- 
fider how much more difficult it is for the 
arms of the rear rank to clear the front rank in 
‘rugged ground, firing ball, and expofed to an 
enemy, than on a {mooth field of exercife; and we 
may perhaps not be the advocates for the firing 
of the third rank. It may be a queftion whether 
the lofs of the fire of the third rank would not be. 


compenfated 
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compenfated by the confidence which the front 

ranks would acquire, and their being thereby ena- 

‘bled to level their mufquets better by their being 

free from apprehenfions of deftruction from the 

rear rank. When it is alfo recollected that in the 

beft difciplined army not one mufquet fhot perhaps 

in five hundred takes place (the reafons of which’ 
we have confidered elfewhere in fome experiments) ; 
when it is alfo recollected how very foon the am- 

munition is often fired away, and the difficulty of 
replacing it, and that the rear rank man thus, 

though he did not fire, would carry a fupply ; per» 

haps the queftion might be reduced to this, «* Whe- 

«© ther it is better to fire one third fewer fhots, with 

«© ten times more certainty * °” 

We cannot help forming the moft ftrenuous 
wifhes that we may never fee in the Britifh fervice 
the attempt made to fire three ranks with the front 
rank ftanding, whether by files or regular difcharges, 
and the writer muft own that his own practice with 
his regiment, unlefs ordered otherwife, would be 
to give the two firft rounds in regular difcharges 
by word of command, with the front rank kneel- 
ing, after which he would commence the file-firing 





* Three years after this was written, we learn, that the 
Pruffians have lately difcontinued the practice of firing the 
third rank upon any occafion whatfoever, and prefer that the 
men of that rank fhould ftand totally unemployed, which we 
conceive to be injudicious ; and it remains to be proved whether 
any of the late inftitutions in the Pruffian or Auftrian armies 
deferve imitation, . 


I . - above 
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above mentioned ; but as nothing is more difficuls 
than to ftop file-firing, and the critical moment 
for advancing may be loft, he would ‘make it an 
invariable rule that when the front rank had fired 
three fhots, (by which time the center rank will 
with eafe have fired five) the whole fhould come 
to the fhoulder, and wait for orders whether to 
move or continue the fire. 

Now that we fee a Prince of the Royal Houfe 
high in command, who draws his knowledge from 
the right fource, we may congratulate ourfelves 
with the hope that we fhall fee reftored to the 
Britifh infantry their priftine order, as when they 
moved to victory in the fields of Blenheim and of 
Minden. 


Gua 


Of the Pruffian evolutions, the only one upon 
which General Lloyd has given his opinion, is their 
forming their line by converfion ; and his cenfures 
arife from the different method practifed by the 
_Auftrians in forming, after paffing a defilé. 

_ By adefilé muft be underftood all places where 
troops muft ceafe to move in ranks, and are under 
the neceffity of filing off. The Pruffians inftantly 
form up the firft body, which has paffed fuch de- 
filé or obftacle, and halt it. Suppofe it a company ; 
the next company forms up clofe behind it, wheels 
to the right or left, and marches to occupy its 
place in line at right angles to that line ; conver- 
fion being another word for wheeling. The 
Auftrians, on the contrary, caufe the firft company 
to 
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to march a confiderable way in front of the defilé, 
and the companies which follow march obliquely 
off to the right or left, and move into their place 
in line by the oblique ftep. General Lloyd con- 
fiders the circumftance of keeping a front to the 
enemy all the time of moving to form up as of the 
very greateft confequence, and from thence praifes 
the Auftrian method, and in the fame proportion 
depreciates that of the Pruffians. 

Now. if we fuppofe a whole army filing off in 
either of thefe methods, and forming up in pre- 
fence of an enemy pofted in force before the 
mouth of the defilé, certain deftruétion would be 
the confequence of the attempt whichever of the 
methods were employed. Such abfurdities have 
fcarcely been practifed fince the days of Crefly or 
of Agincourt. We certainly rather would endea- 
vour to furmount the moft arduous declivities to 
our right or left, and gain the eminence, or we 
would return back, and fuch defilé or pa/s, as in this 
inftance it would more properly be called, would be 
the greateft friend to our retreat, if the enemy were 
not mafter of the heights, | 

We are rather to fuppofe that the cafe alludes 
only to a part of the line obliged to file off by 
fuch inequalities of furface, as will moft commonly 
occur in fields of battle. If fuch parts be con- 
fiderable and numerous, a fhort halt would be 
made, whether by Pruffians or Auftrians, till order 
was reftored, rather than advance in a ftate of weak. 
nefs and difunion ; but with regard to the oblique 
ftep, that moft unnatural of all geftures, it is now but 


little 
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little practifed. Some officer of intelligence dif- 
covered, to the great comfort of the foldier, that 
by wheeling the flank of each divifion a few paces 
they could march ftreight forward to the point they 
were to occupy. The only ufe now made of the 
oblique ftep is, to caufe a regiment to fwerve a few 
paces to the right or left to correct an interval in 
line. 

There are officers who have afferted with an ait 
of triumph, that the peculiar characteriftic of Britifh 
troops is, that they will advance, no matter in what 
diforder; but they would have no caufe to tri- 
umph if their men arrived in diforder, in prefence 
of an enemy regularly drawn up. This was ex- 
actly what happened at the battle of Monmouth, 
where all became confufion, and where the day 
ought to have ended very fatally to the Britifh, if | 
the Americans had profited as they might have 
done. Troops which rufh headlong forwards in 
this manner may fometimes be fuccefsful; but on 
the firft check from a fpirited enemy, the confe- 
quences may be dreadful, and nothing fhort of 
annihilation. Had Frederic ever fuffered his troops 
to have acted thus, his refiftance to his numerous 
hoft of enemies would have been’ of fhort duration. 
A fingle defeat would have operated his ruin. 


Our troops are brave; but were there more 
fyftem, more dependance upon mutual effort among 
us, which we are now in the fair way of attaining, 
the very foldiers would learn to know the difference 
between bravery and rafhnefs. Let not officers 
praife fuch mifconduct in a line of battle. 


The 
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The nature of our fervice cannot admit of our 
affembling in large bodies in time of peace; and 
yet it i$ fcarcely poffible for thofe who have not 
{éen it, to conceive the difference between acting 
with a fingle regiment and with an army. In the 
former, hae to an ordinary obferver would feem 


flow and tedious, would in the motion of all the 


wheels of the machine be found to be guicknefs 
and precifion. Conftant and almoft daily prac-_ 
tice occurs in every profeffion but that of an 
officer. Yet peace has been faid to be the time 
for ftudying war; while almoft the only means we 
have for that purpofe is by travelling, for officers 


whofe fortunes can enable them to do fo, and con- 


fidering, in the large armies on the continent, the 
military cuftoms of other countries, or by having 
recourfe to the beft military authors, 


It has always been acknowledged that the very 
beft materials are to be found in the Britith fer- - 
vice; and that the officers are ready and willing 
to contribute their utmoft to put in practice every 
regulation, nothing more being neceffary than that 
their fuperior officers fhall fhew them clearly what 
they are to do. Experience has fhewn that their 
ftricteft attention and obedience will not be want- 
ing. A gentleman can never want a tafk-mafter, 


-and will always be upon the watch to fpare his fu. 


perior the difagreeable office of — difap- 
probation. 

Having exprefied an ‘opinion upon part of Ge- 
neral Lloyd’s preface, we muft now declare our 
refpect for his genius and abilities. We conceive 
| b : that 
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that military men are under great obligations to 
that officer, for introducing a mode of inveftigating 
military fabjeéts tending to elucidation; nor is it 
the leaft of our obligations to him, that he gave 
rife to fuch a writer as Tempelhoffe. In the con- 
troverfy between thofe gentlemen fome afperities 
may appear, which will excite little furprife or 
regret. The collifion of hard ineftimable fub- 
ftances (ineftimable if we judge from utility) muft 
produee not only heat but light. 


The name of Daun has long been confidered 
with high refpect in this country ; and it is not im- 
poffible that our author’s remarks upon the conduct 
of that commander may often at the firft view be 
deemed fomewhat improper. But it muft be recol- 
lected that Lloyd, an Auftrian General, hazarded ar 
attempt to depreciate the King of Pruffia. To repel 
the attack, Tempelhoffe, in the true {pirit of his 
great mafter, would not remain merely on the 
defenfive, but turned his whole artillery upon the 
leader of the Auftrian army. Nor was the king 
ungrateful to his champion. He not only, as we 
are informed, fhewed him great perfonal confidera- 
tion, but alfo promoted him in the army for his un- 
common military talents. 

Whether from General Lloyd’s own reflections, 
or in confequence of Tempelhoffe’s reply, we know 
not ; but his fecond part, publifhed in 1781, fifteen 
years after the firft, is written in a very different 
tone and fpirit. Inftead of cenfures on the King 
of Pruffia, for not rapidly over-running all Bohe- 
~~ mia, and for not driving his enemies to the Danube, 

: | or 


INTRODUCTION. XXVii 


Ur beyond it, 8c. &c. Lloyd gives into the Oppo- 
fite extreme, and tells us of the impossiBIzITy OF 
ACTING ON A LONG LINE OF OPERATION. Guf- 
tavus Adolphus, and in later times the Duke of 
Marlborough, both penetrated to the Danube. The 
army of the latter commander confifted of upwards 
of eighty thoufand men, intluding the Imperial 
troops. He moved from Meftricht in Dutch 
Brabant, on the 1ith of May 1704, and formed 
the junction of his columns at Wefter Stetten 
near Ulm on the Danube, on the 22d of 
June. It is fomewhat furprifing that we can 
meet with fcarce any complete details in the 
Englifh language, and but little in any other that 
“is fatisfa€tory in any one author, upon the fubject 
of this extraordinary march of our great Britith 
General. Forty-four pieces of cannon, four haw- 
bitz, and twenty-four pontoons accompanied the 
army*; but they took ninety-feven pieces of 
cannon, and thirty mortars or hawbitz from the 
French and Bavarians in the battle of Blenheim, 
who were there more than four thoufand men fupe- 
rior in numbers, and the French had moved with 
_€qual rapidity. We alfo know that the defign was 
kept profoundly fecret. Were there no magazines 
eftablifhed in THIS LONG LINE OF OPERATION, 
which might have betrayed that feeret? Did he not 
draw great refources from Bavaria, an enemy’s 
country? Can it be that the addition of twice, or 
perhaps three times the number of artillery is the 


eA RE aS PNoS 


* Returns of the army, 
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only caufe of the prefent tortoife-like movement of 
armies in comparifon with that of Marlborough ? ~ 
Where forty-four pieces of cannon could move, 
may we not infer that a greatertrain might follow ? 
Is the folution of this queftion, on the change of 
the modern circumftance of war, to be found only 
in the mortifying idea of tempora mutantur, et nos 
mutamur in illis? Is it that the principles of de- 
fenfive war are now better underftood, and that 
the great ftanding armies fince kept up render it 
more difficult to invade a country? Or are we now 
more folicitous upon the confideration of fubfift- 
ence, bent upon reducing all to certainty, and for- 
getting that great fuccefs without fome rifk cannot 
be expected tn human affairs? Muft the Euro- 
- pean armies of the prefent day have recourfe to 
Afia for an illuftrious example, from Lord Cornwallis 
and his indefatigable troops? Or fhall we patiently 
and paffively live to fee and fuffer a renewal of thar: 
calamitous, deplorable period of hiftory, when the 
{tructure raifed by the arts and arms, by the policy 
and wifdom of a long feries of preceding ages, was 
crumbled intoduft? When numerous hordes of def- 
perate Barbarians, actuated by no enthufiafm * but 
that of rapacity, having, by their ignorance or con- 





* Atque haud fcio an, pietate adverfus Deos fublata, fides 
etiam et focietas humani generis, et una excellentiflima virtus 


Juftitia, tollatur. 
Crcero de Natura Deorum, liber primus. 


© And I am inclined to think, that if religion were deftroyed, 
s¢ all gcod faith among men would vanifh, there would be no 

«* longer any juftice, nor could fociety exift.’? 
tempt 
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tempt of all falutary infticutions, converted their 


“own countries into one vaft defart, burft forth from 


thence to overfpread with devaftation and with 
darknefs the whole polifhed world. Then wag 
difcovered the melancholy truth, that long unin- 
terrupted peace enervated both mind and body; 
when the courage and vigour of the proud imperial 
legions feemed to have been ftruck at once with 
palfy and aftonifhment. 

Fortunately, whatever general refemblance may 
be found between the crifis of ancient times and 
the prefent moment, the particular difference is 
confiderable. Europe is now divided into a num- 
ber of diftin& and feparate ftates and kingdoms, 
each poffeffing their own vital energetic principle; 
and when one, whom could we ever have efteemed . 
we were not difinclined to love, is unfortunately 
feized with madnefs of the canine and infectious 
fort, exerting in his paroxifm an unnatural degree 
of ftrength, to the danger of his own exiftence, and 
that of every one around him, fhould two of his 
powerful neighbours be found incompetent for a 


‘time to reftrain his fury even in their own defence, . 


others will repair to their affiftance, for their own 
fakes, and for the common benefit of all. man. 
kind, deploring the occafion, and revolving in their 
minds with awe and reverence, the myfterious and 
infcrutable ends and means of the all- -ruling Pro. 
yidence, We hope that this train of ideas will 
not appear altogether foreign to the fubje& of 


fnilitary operations, under which head the queftion 


js about to be debated withathe arguments of the 
b3 ultima 
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ultima ratio; and before the Introduction is con- 
cluded, there yet remain a few words to be added 
relative to this publication. 

The papers forming the third part are extracted 
from a correfpondence which the editor continued 
during our laft war with Sir Adolphus Oughton, 
commander in chief in Scotland, of much refpected 
memory, and with the Earl of Balcarres, whofe 
fervices at the head of the Britifh light infantry in 


Canada are well known; nor is he here prevented ~ 


from alluding to them by any fear of its being im- 
puted to the partiality of a friend and relation. In 
a military publication of a mifcellaneous nature, to 
include no part of the tranfactions of oyr own coun- 
try and our own times, might juftly be deemed ap 
omiffion. This confideration caufed an alteration 


from the original defign, and now ferves as a mo- 


tive for fubmitting thofe papers to the public eye, 
imperfect as they may be found. They were writ- 
ten at the time when the events took place, and it 
is not impoffible their defects may pafs unnoticed in 
the importance of the fubject. 

The fecond part is a tranflation of a work in ihe 
German language on a very important branch, 
which no author had before treated methodically ; 
namely a Treatife on Winter Pofts, which has ob- 
tained confiderable reputation in Germany, and 
contains much military knowledge. It is faid, 
.that foon after its appearance in 1785, it wag pro- 
hibited by the Great Frederick, as difclofing prin- 


ciples and practices which he was defirous fhould 


yemain peculiar to hisown fervice. Officers of ex- 
perience 
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perience will not be difpleafed in the perufal of ic, 
to trace the image of things which are paft, and of 
many fcenes which it will recall to their memory, 
Young officers will ftudy with attention the rules 
and maxims which it contains, for their conduét in 
fuch events as are moft certainly to come, 

«* The idea of perpetual peace among mankind 
¢¢ is no doubt more chimerical than the “project of © 
«© an univerfal language. It is but too true, that 
‘© war is the fcourge of human nature, and con- 
“¢ trary to the precepts of almoft every religion; 
‘© vet itis a fcourge co-eval with that human nature, 
«¢ and anterior toall religion. Different countries 
«© are governed by Kings, or by Senators, by 
‘ Bifhops, by Electors, or by Burgo-mafters, who 
¢ have certain territories to. defend, and it would 
‘© be as difficult to hinder men from making war 
«¢ with each other as to prevent the wolves from 
s* preying on the lambs *.” 

We may add to this quotation, that while we 


vn 


x 


nr 


certainly have no defire to be the wolves, we have 


as little inclination to become the lambs. It is 
then prefumed that even.thofe who are not imme- 
diately of the military profeffion will not be averfe 
from contemplating at their hours of leiftre, the 
poffible improvements of an art by which the pof- 
{effions of our widely-extended empire are. main- 
tained, by which our commerce is protected, and 
which give fecurity and permanency to their more 





* Voltaire, notes for 1a tactique. 
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tranquil occupations. To repel invafion, every 
man in this free country would become a foldier ; 
but fhall we delay until we hear, “* The Gauls are af 
the gates,” and upon all other occafions hold im- 
plicitly the fame opinion with the poet ? 


Suave, mari magno turbantibus equora ventis, 

E terra magnum ‘alterius fpectare laborem ; Z 
Non quia vexarl quemquam ’ft jucunda voluptas, 

Sed, quibus ipfe malis careas, quia cernere fuave ft. 
Suave etiam belli certamina magna tueri, 

Per campos inftructa, tua fine parte pericli. 

. | Lucretius de Natura Rerum, lib. Ze 


Safe on the fhore, when furious furges boil, 
Well pleafed we view the ftruggling failor’s toil ; 
Not that another’s peril can be joy, 

Our own fecurity our thoughts employ. 

And front to front, when ftriving nations war, 
We gladly hear the clangor—— from afar. 





_ Unmanly thought! if employed in any inftance 

where the well-being of our own country isin quefs 
tion; and if thefe Latin lines could admit of fuch 
interpretation, they would never have been admired 
within our realms, nor have been here attempted 
in the Englifh language. 

The editor is certain that litde praife can fall 
to his fhare from the very nature of this publica- 
tion, but to thus much he would willingly afpire ; 
to that of having tafted military knowledge at the 
pureft Guanes to that of having ftood forth to 
point the way to others who may drink deeper af 
the ftream ; and he muft indulge the hope that not 
only he himfelf, but many of his countrymen, may 
derive new ftrength from thence againft fome future 

time 
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time of need. Whenever it arrives, may the fcene 
be diftant from the happy countries of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland; and when it becomes neceffary 
again to check exceffive infolence, or curb inordi- 
nate ambition and malevolence, may all degrees of 
men again crowd forward to the ftandards, and may 
there be fuch conduét then difplayed as fhall ferve 
to add a few more proud days to grace our ca- 
Jendar. 


The following fhort ftatement of facts may per- 
haps be not altogether unfatisfactory to fuch of our 
readers as may noc immediately have accefs to the 
authorities we have confulted fince the queries in the 
preceding pages prefented themfelves, and fince the 
fubfequent part of this book was printed :—Bio- 
graphia Britannica, Tindal, Voltaire, Feuquieres, 
Quincy, M‘Pherfon’s Hiftory and State Papers, 
Kane’s Campaigns, and Cunningham’s Hiftory of 
England. The laft named author was a gentleman 
who wrote at that cime in Latin, and had ample 
means of information.. Elis book has been lately 
tranflated and publifhed. 
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OF 


JOHN Duke of MaRLBoROUG@H'S 
March to the DANUBE, 


AND THE 


Caufes and Confequences of that Meafure, 


OHN Churchill, Earl, and foon afterwards Duke 
of Marlborough, was chofen to command the 
forces of the confederates at a moft important 
juncture, almoft immediately after the death of 


_ William the Third, King of Great Britain, 


That fovereign, while Prince of Orange, had for 
feventeen years ftrenuoufly oppofed the unbounded 
ambition and injuftice of the French. While he 
was yet an infant, and an unprotected orphan, they 


had feizged upon the Principality of Orange; and’ 


fome years afterwards, in like manner, without a 
fhadow of pretext, and without deigning to affign 


any reafon for the meafure, but that it redounded | 


to the glory of their Monarch, they fuddenly in- 


yaded and rapidly overran the United Provinces. | 


Charles 
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Charles the Second and his brother James had 
been gained over to the defigns of France by means. 
of benefits cenferred upon them, not without 
felf-interefted views, white they were yet in exile. 
Charles continued to receive the gold of France 
when feated on the throne of England, and employ- 
ing the forces of the Britith nation as far as he 
had power, in contradiction to every principle of 


eftablifhed policy, he co-operated in this fyftem of 


iniquity. He fent fix thoufand troops againft the 
Low Countries, under the command of his natural 


fon the Duke of Monmouth, Mr. Churchill, at 


that time a captain, ferved in this army. He 
was foon diftinguifhed by his valour and conduct, 
and received from Marfhal Turenne the appella- 
tion of the handfome Englifhman, by which he 
was generally known in the French army at that 
time. 

The objeé& of this expedition was nothing lefs 
atrocious, than either to bend beneath the yoke of 
foreign power, a people, who after an arduous 
ftruggle for fixty-one years, had refcued their lives 
and liberties from the tyranny of Spain and the 
holy inquifition; or to force them to break down 
the barriers which their furprifing induftry had 
raifed, and again refign their country to the mercy 
of the ocean, or of France*, 

But. 


Sp tA NEI RE TONES LETC DOTS PDE LS ALE EE IIE IEE AICI ATG RG ISIE EL GRLI 
*<¢ Againit Turenne, Condé, Luxemburg, Vauban, a hun- 
<< dred and thirty thoufand combatants, a prodigious artillery, 


“* and the engines of money and corruption, Holland had né= 
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‘But William having now attained to manhood, 
his country at length forgot for a time the internal 
animofities and ftorms of a republican form of go- 
vernment, and raifed him to the dignity of Stadt- 
holder, vefted with which his forefathers, by their 
wifdom and valour, had founded and eftablifhed the 
independence of that ftate which he now refcued 
from deftruction. Having retaken Narden, he 
boldly marched up the Rhine, cut off the fupplies 
of the French army, and taking Bonne, opened to 
the Imperial troops underMontecuculi a paffage into 
Flanders. 

The French were now compelled to abandon 
their conquefts, but not until they had fhewn the 
ufe they were difpofed to make of their victories. 
The dykes which kept out the fea were actually 
broken down. The whole country and all the towns 
and villages round Amfterdam were drowned by the 
inhabitants, who faved themfelves within that city ; 
but who preferred the deitruction of their farms 
and flocks, rather than endure a continuation 
of cruelty and extortion. They fuftained the 
greateft hardfhips without murmuring. ‘The fcar- 
city of provifions had become great, and frefh 
water was fold at threepence a quart; but this ex- 
tremity of diftrefs appeared a leffer evil in their 
minds than that of flavery. The French in their 





‘« thing to oppofe but a young prince of a weak contftitution, 

© who had never feen a battle or a ficge, and about five-and- 

** twenty thoufand infantry.”’ : 
VOLTAIRE, Siecle de Louis XIV. 
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retreat gave farther proofs of their malice, by fet- 
ting fire to feverab villages, and delivering over 
the inhabitants to the pillage and debauchery of 
their foldiers, Thefe tranfactions the Hollanders 
related to their children, and the hatred of the 
French name lives by tradition’ in that country, 
even to this day. | 

By thefe means William obliged his enemies to 
abandon the provinces of which they had poffeffion, 
and refitting the arts as well as arms of France, he 
purchafed a {pecies of neutrality from Charles, de- 
fpifed the offers of aggrandifement to his family at 
the expence of his country *, and fought the bloody 
and well-contefted battle of Seneffe, in which the 
doubtful palm of victory was equally claimed by 
the troops of William, when he was yet but four- 
and-twenty, and thofe of the veteran and renowned 
commander the great Condé. 

England, Holland, Denmark, and the Empire 
of Germany, now confidered William as the Cham- 
pion of Europe, and of the Proteftant religion; for 
the arrogance of France had already in idea ex- 
tended her dominion, not only over the liberty and 
property, but over the religious opinions of the reft 
of mankind. England for fome time took little 
part in this conteft, to which her Monarch was fe- 
cretly averfe; but, what muft have been fully as 
furprifing at the time, the bigotry of Spain giving 

\ 





* They offered to make him King of Holland, provided he 
would be contented to depend upon them. 


Sir WitL1am TeMPLe, page 21. 
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way to her apprehenfion for her dominions in the 
Netherlands, fhe concluded an alliance, dictated 
by mutual policy, with the Heretics of the feven 
Provinces, whofe extermination fhe had fo long in 
vain laboured to accomplifh. | 

The events that occurred in the progrefs of this 
war, proved very different from thofe of its com- 
mencement; and it became apparent, that armies 
under the direction of one head, and managed by 
fingle and immediate orders, had great advantage 
over thofe, who, acting in confederacy, met with 
a thoufand delays and obftructions. Before the 


_ allies had fully aflembled, the French already had 
entered Franche Comté with two great armies, and | 


in a fhort time took pofieffion of Befangon, Dole, 
Salines, and the whole province. The next year, 
having provided fufficient magazines during the 
winter, they began their operations againft Flan- 
ders, and alfo penetrated into Germany; where, 
for the firft time during this war, they commenced 
their effay, which they afterwards extended to a 
dreadful degree, in burning and defolating de- 
fencelefs towns and villages; intending by an ab- 
folute ruin of the country, to cut off the Impe- 
rialifts from all fubfiftence, if they fhould march 


‘into AlHace to form a diverfidn. 


Notwithftanding various enterprifes on the part 
of the confederates, and the battles of Moncaffel 
and Mons, the progrefs of the French, particularly 
in Flanders, feemed fcarcely to fuffer any inter- 
ruption, till the Prince of Orange found means to 
intereft and to alarm the whole Britifh nation 3 
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but unfortunately, this falutary alarm did not fake 
place until the enemy had greatly extended their 
dominions. The Spaniards now employed their 
menaces again{ft our trade, and Charles, confcious 
that he had given but too much reafon for the 


-univerfal difcontent which prevailed among his 


fubjeéts, confidered the meafure of affembiing the 
militia to defend the coafts, as more dangerous to 
his authority than an invafion. When he had 
diffipated his foreign treafures, he was at laft 
compelled. by neceffity to call a parliament. 

The moft general diffatisfaction had exifted 
throughout the kingdom during the two Dutch 
wars; in which our failors fought without heart, 
and apprehended almoft as much from their friends 
as from their enemies. The French fleet under 
Count D’Etrees, having kept aloof, it was gene- 
rally fuppofed, that he had received fecret orders 
not to expofe his mafter’s fhips too much, but to 
leave the Englifh and Dutch fleets to deftroy each 
ether. Accordingly, that of the Dutch was at, 


length nearly ruined; and while the Englifh fhips 


had fuftained confiderable damage in the various 

{tubborn engagements, thofe of the French ré- — 

mained entire. : 
William having with much difficulty, and by the 


good offices of his fri¢nds in England, accom- 


plifhed an alliance with his firft-coufin the Princefs 
Mary, daughter of James Duke of York*, the 
king now recatled his forces from the fervice of: 


* King James the Second. 
' France. 
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France. The commons voted his  majelty 
thanks for the care he had taken of the proteft- 
anc religion, by marrying his niece to a pro- 
teftant prince; and alfo paffed a vote to equip a 
fleet of ninety men-of war, and to raife an army of 
thirty thoufand men. But the Dutch, froma ra- 
tional want of confidence in Charles, from terror 
at the progrefs of the French, and from injurious 
f{ufpicions of the Prince of Orange, created and 
fomented by the French fince his late alliance, 
fuddenly refolved to liften to the terms of peace 
dictated by France, with all the infolence of ‘that 
nation when her arms are victorious. The peace 
was concluded at Nimeguen; where negotiations, 
begun and carried on without fincerity, had been 
protracted for nearly four years ; amufing the Spa- 
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niards, and flackening their efforts, until the — 


fruitlefs mediation of England received an unex- 
pected energy from her vigorous and warlike pre- 
parations. By thefe, fhe had already caufed the 
French to ‘withdraw their troops from Sicily, in 
order to reinforce their armies in Flanders and 
upon the Rhine. 

In this peace, the interefts of none of the war- 
ring powers feem to have been in any degree con- 
fidered, excepting thofe of the Dutch, with an 
 infidious view of withdrawing their force from the 
confederacy; and France confirmed the unjutt 
ufurpations which the had effected in this and the 
former war over Lorraine, Alface, Franche Comté, 


and that extent of country fince known by the — 


name of French Flanders. | 
| c , William 


xl 


3633. 


5 


June 29, 
6 


54. 


KING WILLIAM, 


William oppofed this peace by every argument, 
and by various means, but without fuccefs, and 
what this Prince forefaw and foretold foon ¢ame to 
pafs; for the French quickly began their encroach- 
ments, and claimed whole provinces under the 
name of dependencies upon the conquefts ceded by 
the late treary: under this pretence, they feized upon 
Strafburg, and laid fiege to Luxemburg. The 
Prince, with his ufual forefight, had made an early 
propofal to the States, to levy 16,000 men; to 
which, by means of the artifices of the French 
Embaffador, they had paid no regard; and al- 
though their rejection of that propofal had de- 
feated the Prince’s meafures, it did not affect 
his courage. FYe‘took the field with the few 
troops he had, though to little purpofe, the Spa 
niards being as weak and helplefs as the French 
were powerful; fo that Luxemburg furrendered, 
and at a Conerefs held at the Hapue, the confe- 
deracy fabmitted to farther ufurpations. 

The French King, releafed from the. toils of 
war, began to difturb the peace of his own-fub- — 
jects of the Proteftant religion, by the moft dread 
ful perfecution and moft fhocking cruelty. Many 
Proteftants of great worth and honour, having 
taken refuge in the principality of Orange, he fent 
an armed force to live at free quarters on the in- 
habitants, to blow up the fortifications, and: by 
thefe means to enforce a compliance with the bi- 
gotry of the Church of Rome. The States Ge- 
neral complained of thefe proceedings, although 
the principality of Orange was not within their do- 
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minions; and the Prince fubmitting his private loffes 
to the intereft of his country, defpifed thefe vio- 
lences as mean revenge. The French troops were 
withdrawn; but Louisinfifted he had reafon for what 
he did. This anfwer was given at a time when the 
Turks were invading Hungary with a powerful 
force ; a meafure to which they had been inftigated 
by the intrigues of France, with a view to fecure 
impunity to her new infractions of peace, and vi- 
_ olation of the rights of mankind; and by employ. 
ing the forces of the Emperor of Germany, to 
facilitate her farther defigns of conquett. | 

So much injuftice, and injuries fo widely com- 
‘plicated, could hardly fail to make a deep im: 
preffion on the mind of the Prince of Orange. 
Accordingly he is reprefented as having ‘at this 
time fallen into the moft profound melancholy, 
from which he derived fome temporary relief in 
the avocations of his government at Utrecht. But 
the hope of humbling France became the ruling 
paffion of his life, and certain circumftances in the 
ftate of Great Britain now ferved to keep alive 
that hope. 

James the Second had afcended an unftable 
throne upon the death of his brother, and ina 
fhort time it became apparent that, notwith{tand- 
ing the vices of the former reign, the country had 
by no means benefited by the change. His under- 
ftanding and his principles had, if pcffible, been 
more completely perverted and corrupted than 
thofe of his brother during their abode in France ; 
and he was moreover ‘the greateft bigot, even of 
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that age, in whatever concerned the Roman Catho- 
lic religion, to which his people felt an infur- 
mountable abhorrence. Thefe and other caufes 
produced the Revolution; and James having fied 
to rance, William Prince of Orange was feated 
on the throne of Great Britain. 

King Woilliam’s firft endeavours were earneftly 
duedted to the fettlemenc of the ftate, but in his 
frit fpeech to his Parliament, after general affur- 
ances * that he fhould never do any thing that 
“ might juftly leffen their good opinion of him,” 
he proceeded to fay, ‘* I think it neceffary to ac- 
‘© quaintyou, that the condition of our allies abroad, 
‘¢ and particularly that of Holland, is fuch, that 
‘unlefs fome {peedy care be taken of them, they 
run a greater hazard than you would have them 
“ expofed to. You mutt alfo be fenfible that the 
“© flate of Ireland is fuch, that the dangers are 
‘© srown too great to be obviated by any flow me- 
“© thods.” | 

After Lord Dundee was killed, and Edinburgh 
caftle had furrendered in confequence of the death 
of that illuftrious officer, the whole ifland of Great — 
Britain acknowledged the fovereignty of King Wil- 
liam within twelve months after his landing; but | 
Ireland was far from following that example, and 
it was more than two years before that kingdom 
was entirely reduced to acknowledge the Britifh 
Revolution. King William having in perfon 
taken the field early in the fecond campaign, in- 
formed his troops, ° that be was not come over to fuf- 
ss fer the gra/s to grow beneath their feet;” and hav- 
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ing gained the battle of the Boyne, he derived this 
immediate advantage from that victory, that James 


once more withdrew to France, leaving his friends . 


and his .French allies in Ireland. So abrupt a 
retreat feemed to argue a degree of timidity, very 


inconfiftent with that character for courage which 


he had juftly obtained by his naval conduct upon 


former occafions*. 
7 In 





* His animal fpirits had been much impaired by violent bleed- 
ings at the nofe, to which he had been fubjeét for fome time 
before. This is mentioned in certain memoirs, a mutilated 
copy of which got into print in the year 1714, written by Colin 
Earl of Balcarres, an honourable and worthy man. He had 
married Mademoifelle Beverwaert, King William’s firft coufin, 
and had frequently received civilities from him, even after his 
Janding ; but-nothing could prevail upon him to forfake his old 
matter, having formed an opinion very different from what is 
now received of James’s principles. He arrived in London the 
day after King James returned from Feverfham, and with 
his friead Lord Dundee went to him early next morning. He 
was received affectionately, but obferved there was none with 
him but fome of the gentlemen of his bed-chamber. The King 
faid it was a fine day, he would take a walk. None attended 
him but the perfons above-mentioned. When he was in the 
garden of St. Jamies’s, he ftopped and looked at them, afked 


how they came to be with him when all the world had forfaken 


him, and had gone to the Prince of Orange. Balcarres faid, 
their fidelity to fo good a mafter fhould always be the fame ; 
they had nothing to do with the Prince of Orange. Lord 
Dundee alfo expreffed himfelf in terms of attachment. “ Well, 
«¢ I fee you are the men I always took you to be. You fhall 
‘«* know all my intentions. I can no longer remain here but 
“asa cypher, or as a prifoner to the Prince of Orange, and 
‘* there is but a fmall diftance between the prifons and the 
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In the mean time France was exerting herfelf in 
promoting difcord, treachery, and bloodfhed; and 
witha view of giving ample occupation for a length of 
time to the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland, 
in which fhe moft fortunately was difappointed, fhe 
had granted to James the aid of only five choufand 
troops, and with the whole force of her overgrown 





«© graves of kings s—thcrefore I go for F rance immediately, 
«© When there, you fhall have my inftructions. You, Lord Bal- 
‘© carres, fhall have a commiflion to manage my civil affairs, 
«* and you, Lord Durdee, tocommand my troops in Scotland.”" 
After the King was gone, Balcarres waited upon the Prince of 
Orange, who told him, that he doubted not his attachment to 
him at the enfuing convention, and twice thereafter {poke to 
him upon the fame fubjeét, telling him at length, that notwith- 
flanding his former kindnefs for him, he defired him to beware 
how he behaved himfelf; for. if he tranfgreffed the law, he - 
fhould be left to it. Balcarres, after preat exertions in Scotland, 
and the difcovery of the plot called Skelmurley’s, carried on 
by his means, contrived to efcape to France. After King 
James’s death, his eftate was reftored to him by. the good offices 
of John Duke of Marlborough, and his eldeft fon Lord Cum- 
merland was aid-de-camp to the Duke. He had been greatly 
injured by Charles the Second, notwithftanding his father had 
been Secretary of State to that Monarch in Scotland, had gone 


' abroad with him, was attached to him all the time he was in 


exile, and is fpoken of in terms of great approbation in letters 
of Charles the Second which are extant, But it was that Mo- 
narch’s maxim, that his enemies muft be gained at all hazards, 


" even at the expence of his friends. The length of this note, 


which, except the firft fefitence, is perhaps foreign to the fub- 
ject, certainly requires an apology from the writer, who truits 
he will be excufed for paying this tribute to the memory of a 
refpectable anceftor. 
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armies fuddenly invaded the Palatinate. Were we 
here to attempt a detail of the circumftances of the 
complete deftruction of that populous and extenfive 
diftrict, we fhould fill our readers minds with horror 
and deteftation at thofe who could plan, as well as 
thofe who could execute, fuch cruel and unprovoked 
atrocities. 


The diet of Ratifbon, juftly pcaiiel at this in- 
vafion, unanimoufly refolved * to make a vigorous 
‘© war upon this enemy, not only of the empire, 
« but of all Chriftendom, and even greater than 
© the Turk himfelf; with whom he was joined in 
“* league.” This declaration of war was quickly 
followed by that of Holland, of Spain, of Denmark, 
and of England, and afterwards of the WUKS of 
Savoy. 


- Notwithftanding the renewal of the confederacy, 
France was not: difcouraged from purfuing her 
ambitious defigns ; but the campaign in Flanders 
did not favour her next year, and it now feemed as 
if the allies were at length to ftem the tide of 
French fuccefs. 

A fmall body of Englifh forces were fent by 
King William to join the confederacy, under the 
‘command of the Earl of Marlborough. The 
French army, confifting of. about eee thou- 
fand men, was commanded by Marfhal D’Hu. 
mieres, while that of the confederazes under the 
Prince of Waldeck did not exceed fixty thoufand. 
The two armies paffed the fummer without any 
remarkable action till the battle of Walcourt. The 
cavalry of the confederates being for the moft part 
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abroad for forage, the Duc de Joyeufe, Lieutenant- 
general of the day, fell upon and defeated them ; 
and either he or Marfhal D’Humieres were fo 
heated by this fmall fuccefs, that they refolved to | 
push the affair as far as it would go, and at length 
attacked the little town of Walcourt, which, though 
not regularly fortified, had a very good wall, and 
was {trong by fituation, lying ac the diftance of 
about half a mile from the Prince of Waldeck’s 
camp. A numerous body of infantry in the town 
kept up a fmart fire on the enemy in frant, who 


were alfo galled by a battery of twelve pieces of 


cannon. The Earl of Marlborough, at the head 
of two regiments of horfe, and the guards, kept 
poffeffion of the place, and was a calm fpectator of 
the attack ; for feeing the infantry of the confede- 
rates well covered by the wall, he would give the 
enemy no difturbance ; but when, after a furious 
attack which lafted an hour and ahalf, the enemy 
had found it impoffible to prevail, and the Marfhal 
had fent orders to retreat, Marlborough fell in upon 


_ their flank as foon as they began to move, and did 


great execution. ‘The French retired with the lofs 
of about two thoufand.men, while that of the con- 
federates was not above three hundred. 

In Germany the French by their, fadden invafion 
had made themfelves mafters of almoft all the 
three ecclefiaftical Electorates. In the Palatinate 
nothing was to be feen but the lamentable effects — 
of their avarice, their fury, or their fears. In 
Heidelberg, the capital, the fortifications were blown 
up, and half the city burnt. They had deftroyed 

Manheim : 
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Manheim: Worms and Spiers were alfo reduced to 


ates, and Frankendhal was demolifhed. Four 
cities, eight and twenty towns and villages, and the 
whole open country were in ames. Thefe con- 
quefts and trophies were covered by numerous 
armies, commanded by generals of. great reputa- 
tion ; neverthelefs the arms of France did not pre- 
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vail this fummer. The Duke of Loraine, at the | 


head of the Imperial troops, after a fiege of about 
two months, took Mentz by capitulation, and 
Franconia, which before lay éxpofed, was thereby 
covered and protected. Keiferwert and Bonne were 
alfo retaken, with which events that campaign was 
concluded. 

The Britifh troops were not employed upon the 
continent during the following year; towards the 
conclufion of which, Marlborough befieged and re- 
duced Cork and Kinfale. In Flanders the Prince 
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of Waldeck loft the battle of Fleurus, which was | 


very bloody on both fides, and had the Dutch ca- 
valry behaved as well as their infantry, the victory 
would certainly have been on their fide, notwith- 
ftanding their inequality of numbers. The affairs 
of the allies by fea were ftill more unfuccefsful. 
Pofitive orders to fight having been fent to the 
Admiral, Herbert Lord Torrington, notwithftand- 
ing the fuperiority of the French, the combined 
fleet of Dutch and Englifh fhips, confifting of 


fifty fail, came to an engagement with that of the’ 


enemy of feventy fhips off Beachy Head. The 
Dutch fuffered confiderably, and their whole fleet 
would have perifhed, if their Admiral, Calembourg, 
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had not caufed them fuddenly to drop anchor with 


——v——" ‘all their fails fet, while the French fleet fell to lee- 


The French 
miafters at 
fea. 


ward with the tide and current. The Dutch loft 
many men, and fank. fome of their own fhips 
which had fuffered moft, that they might nor fall 
into the enemy’s hands. It was a general opinion; 
that could our whole feet have come up to aclofe 
fight, we mutt have beat the French ; but the Eng- 
lifh fleet was in a bad condition, and divided into 
factions. The effects were then feverely felt, of 
what had been before fufficiently notorious, that 
after the Reftoration, the public revenue had been 
conftantly embezzled, and immenfe fums very 
often been funk without being applied to the 
ufes to which they were granted. A member of 
the Houfe of Commons, about the end of Charles 
the Second’s reign, obferved in his place, “ that 
« eleven hundred thoufand pounds had been given 
«© for building fhips, yet not one built ; above two 
«© millions had been given for the fupport of the 
‘* triple league, which was prefently employed for 
‘¢ the breaking of it; and twelve hundred thoufand 
‘© pounds had been given for an actual war with 
«¢ France, yet peace had continued.” 

The French forces were fo entirely oc- 
cupied in Germany and Flanders, and had 
fuffered fo much in the battle of Fleurus, that they 
could not attempt any thing of confequence 
apainft England, while they were mafters at fea; 
but they made a defcent on the village of Teign- 
mouth, which they burnt with a few fifhing boats. 
They publithed an account of this in’ their 
- : Gazettes 
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Gazettes with much pomp, as if it had been a great 
trading town that had many fhips with fome men 
of war in port. This both rendered them ridicu- 
lous, and ferved to raife the hatred of the nation 


againft them; for every town on the coaft faw 


what they moft expect if the French had prevailed. 
The miiitia was raifed, and though the harveft drew 
on, fo that it was not convenient for the people 
to be long abfent from their labour, yet they did not 
murmur, but on the contrary expreffed great zeal 
aod affection for the government. 

In Germany, the confederacy fuftained a confi- 
derabJe lofs in the death of the Duke of Loraine. 
He had lately publithed a manifefto againft France, 
declaring how unjuft it was in Louis to detain his 
territories from him under falfe and frivolous 
pretences. This brave prince was fuddenly feized 

with sllnefs of which he died, not without ftrong 
fufpicions of poifon; for he was fhortly to have 
entered Loraine at the head of forty thoufand men, 
where his fubjets were preparing to affift him in 
regaining his ancient patrimony. The Elector of 
Bavaria fucceeded him in the command of the 
Imperial army. 

Some faction began to appear in Britain, and 
there were men who endeavoured to infufe into the 
minds of the people an opinion, that fince the war 
in Ireland was happily terminated, there was now 
no need of keeping up a great land army. Many 
perfons who did not underftand the nature of fo- 
reign affairs, were drawn into this notion, not con- 
neering that if Flanders were loft, Holland muft 
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fubmit, and take the beft terms they could get; and 
that the conjunction of thofe two great powers at 
fea muft foon ruin our trade, and in a little time 
fubdue us entirely ; but to the furprife of all men 
the Earl of Marlborough was fuddenly difgraced, 
and his country was deprived of his fervices during 
the remainder of that war. 

King William took the field early this year, in 
time to cover Bruffels and to relieve Liege, which 
had been bombarded for two days. The French 
were not fo effectually reftrained in Italy, where 
Marfhal Catinat took Villa Franca, Montauban, 
Carmagnola, and Nice, and the French boafted 
that they would difpoffefs the Duke of Savoy of 
all his dominions this campaign ; but Duke Schom- | 
berg checked their progrefs, and the German fuc- 
cours foon after arriving under the Duke of 
Bavaria, Prince Eugene “retook Carmagnola in 
eleven days, and the French who lately had threat- 
ened to befiege Turin now repaffed the Po. The 
Spaniards loft Mons in Flanders, and received a 
more fenfible mortification nearer home. For 
the Duc de Noailles, who commanded the French 
forces, penetrated into Catalonia, took Belver, nor 
could the Duke de Medina Sidonia diflodge them. 
The Spaniards did not make a better figure by fea 
than by land, fince they could not prevent Admiral 
D’Etrées from bombarding Barcelona for three days, 
and making a terrible defolation in that city. 

England was at this time in great danger from 
want of intelligence. King James with fourteen 
thoufand Englifh and Irifh, and Marfhal Belfond 

with 
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with three thoufand French, were to fail-in April 
from Cherbourg and La Hogue, and fome other 
places in Normandy, and to land in Suffex, intend- 
ing from thence to march to London. Had the 
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winds favoured the French, they themfelves would - 


have brought the -firft news of the defign. They 
were to bring only a {mall number of horfes; for 
the Jacobites undertook to fupply them at their 
Janding. But there happened for a whole month 
together fuch ftormy weather, and fo contrary a 
wind, that it was not poffible for them to come out 
of their ports. 

The Englifh and Dutch fleets happily effected 
a junction, and Admiral Ruffel defeated Tourville 
at La Hogue, where one and twenty of the 


-largeft fhips were deftroyed, without the lofs of a’ 


fingle fhip on the part of the allies. This battle, 
with all its circumftances, will live for ever in the 


‘ minds of Britons. 


Many circumftances concur to give credit to a 
report, that before the expedition failed, a fecret 
treaty had been concluded between James and the 
French King, by which among other articles it was 
flipulated, that when James was reftored to his 
kingdoms, he was to refign the fovereignty of the 
narrow feas, and the honours of the flag, to make 
no treaty or alliance without the confent of France, 
to keep in his pay ten thoufand French, to vield 
up Ireland to Louis; and for the performance of 
thefe conditions the French were to have trong 
garrifons in Portfmouth and egnoUyts and in 
Dover Cattle. 


The 
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The French King had marched with a gréat 
army into Flanders, at the fame time that his fleet 
was preparing to fail, and publicly had faid, that 
he was going to make an end of the war. King 
William had paffed over into Holland in the {pring, 
and having learnt that Louis in perfon had tn- 
vetted Namur with a large army, he advanced 
with the forces of the confederates, inorder to re- 
eve that city, a defign tn which he unfortunately 
did not fucceed. The taking of Namur was 
reckoned the greateft action in the French King’s 
life; that notwithftanding fuch a defeat at fea, he 
yet fupported his meafures fo as to make himfelf 
mafter of that important place in the view of a 
preat army. Contenting himfelf with the glory 
of that exploit, he left the command to Marfhal 
Luxemburg, and returned to Paris. 

The battle of Steenkirk was fought foon after- 
wards, where the confederates were defeated; but 
King William conducted the retreat with admi- 
rable order. The Englifh troops covered the rear, 
and the French, except the honour of remaining 
mafters of the field, had not much reafon to boatft 
of any advantage. Nothing of ‘confequence was 
done upon the Rhine, and the Emperor was fuffi- 
ciently employed in Hungary with the Turks. In 
Italy the French were obliged to relinquith all 
they had gained in the former year, end the Duke 
of Savoy at the head of twenty thoufand men, 
chiefly Germans, marched into Dauphiny in the 
month of July, where the Germans pillaged and 


burnt near eighty villages and country houles, in 


retaliation 
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tetaliation for the laying watte the Palatinate. 
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_ The Duke of Savoy having been feized with the “-~~= 


{mall-pox, from the effects of which he remained 
in a languid ftate, the advantage obtained in that 
quarter was not purfued, and the country being fo 
ruined that it was impoffible to maintain the 
troops, he thought proper, on the fetting in of 
winter, to retire. Whéther he could have reftrained 
the licentioufnefs of the German troops upon this 
occafion, may be a queftion; but furely the aveng- 
ing the ravages of the Palatinate upon the innocent 
inhabitants of Dauphiny, was ‘a meafure impoffible 
to be juftified upon any principle of equity or 
policy. 

King William returned to Holland early in 
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April, ade fought the battle of Landen or Ner- July 2g. 


wind, the event.of which was unfavourable. The 


French under Luxemburg were almoft double his 
numbers, and the King was cenfured for fighting 
in thofe circumftances. The confederates loft about 
feven thoufand men, fixty pieces of cannon, and 
nine mortars. Lieutenant- genetal Talimafh brought 
off the Englifh foot with great bravery and con- 
duct; but fome of the Englifh cavalry, ic was 
thought, were too precipitate in their retreat, after 
this battle was loft. 

The King was feen every where, acting the dif- 
ferent parts of a general and a private foldier, i4 
the midft of the moft imminent dangers. Many 
fell by his fide. He himfelf received three muf- 
quet balls in his cloaths ; and by his condué as 
well as courage in the courfe of the engagement, 

gained 
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gained the refpect and admiration even of his ene« 
mies. They themfelves had fuffered fo much, » 
that they were not able to purfue the victory, and 
Luxemburg continued fifteen days after the battle 
without attempting any thing. He then attacked 
Charleroy, where the garrifon made fo vigorous 
a refiftance, that though they had little or no pro- 
fpect of relief, yet they held ouc fix and twenty 
days from the opening of the trenches, though the 
attack was conducted with great fury. 

Upon the Rhine the Germans were fo flow, and 
the French fo forward, that the latter paffed the 


. viver about the middle of May at Philipfburg, in- 


vefted Heidelberg, and drove the befieged with 
fo much fury to the caftle gates, that about fix 
hundred of their foldiers who were left without 
were all put tothe fword; the governor was fo inti- 
midated by this act of barbarity, that. he immedi- 
ately capitulated. Flufhed with this fuccefs, De 
Lorges the French commander advanced towards 
the Neckar, with a defign to attack the Prince of 
Baden, who lay encamped with his army on the 
other fide of the river, which the French twice 
endeavoured to pafs, but were forced to abandon 


_ their enterprife with a lofs of near a thoufand men. 


Some time after, the Dauphin in perfon joined the 
army, which confifted of near feventy thoufand 
men; and having croffed the Neckar, madea fhew 
of attacking the Prince of Baden, but found his 
highnels fo well pofted, chat he repaffed the river, 
and nothing farther was attempted that campaign. 
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In Italy, the Duke of Savoy was no fooner re- 
covered of his long indifpofition, than he put him- 
felf at the-head of the army, which being of con- 
fiderable ftrength, made the inhabitants of Dau- 
phiny. apprehenfive of a fecond irruption into 
their country; but the confederates feemed now 
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chiefly to, aim at the driving of the French out of | 


Italy, which however they could not accomplifh. 
Whilft the allies were deliberating, Catinat, being 
confiderably reinforced, defcended into the plain. 
The Duke of Savoy’s army .was prefently drawn 
up. Prince Eugene commanded the center. Le- 
ganez commanded the left wing, compofed of the _ 
King of Spain’s troops. The Duke of Savo 

commanded the right. Duke Schomberg a 
denied the poft due to him, refolved to fight on 
foot at the head of his own regiment. In this 
battle of Marfaglia, the troops fought with great 
courage on both fides, and his Britannic majefty’s 
forces, which were pofted in the main battle, par- 
ticularly diftinguifhed themfelves: Duke Schom- 
berg their general was defired by the Count de 
las Torres, after the enemy’s third attack, to take 
upon him the command, and caufe a retreat to be 
made by a body of foot and the right wing. But 
refenting the ufage that he had met ‘with, the Duke 
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told him, that it was neceffary firft to have his royal — | 


highnefs the Duke of Savoy’s order, and that till ie 
came he would bear the enemy’s fire; adding, that 
he found things were gone too far, that they muft 
now either conquer or die. The confederates were at 
Jaft forced to abandon the field of battle, and to 
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retire with the lofs of the greateft part of their 


cannon, and of feven or eight thoufand men. 


Duke Schomberg having fought with great valour, 
received a wound in his thigh, of which he died 
not many days after, to the regret of all gallant 


men; but if the circumftance of his conduct re~ 
corded by our annalift * be well founded, we can- 


not think he ated from the moft praife-worthy 
motives. Indeed, from his character as a worthy 


man, which he poffeffed in an eminent degree, the 


ftory is improbable; nor do we believe that he 
fuffered his refentment, at the perfonal ill-treat- 
ment he had received, to influence his behaviour 


upon fo critical an occafion as that of covering a 


retreat. 


Our affairs at fea were not more fortunate than 
by land. Sir George Rooke, with twenty-three 
men of war and the Turkey fleet, fell in with the 


- enemy’s whole fleet under Tourville, confifting 


of eighty fail, within fixty leagues of Cape St. 
Vincent, and loft three Dutch men of war; two 
of which were commanded by the Captains 
Schreyor and Vanderpoel, who for five hours to- 
gether bravely fought, and refifted firft eleven, and 
afterwards feven. of the enemy’s men of war. 
The French proceeded to capture a number. of 
our merchant fhips in the Mediterranean; and 
feveral having fought protection under the guns of 


‘the Spanifh garrifon of Gibraltar, Monfieur Coet- 


logon, a French captain of a fquadron, burnt or 

funk four, and took feven of them. 
. © Tindal. 
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But while France was thus triumphing every 
where over the allies, fhe had a more dangerous 
enemy to encounter. That enemy was famine. 
After all poffible care to alleviate the mifery, great 
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multitudes pertfhed for want; and the whole king--~ — 


dom fell under extreme poverty. This dreadful 
leffon might have taught her wifdom; and feemed 
ftrongly to inculcate, that even all the pride and 
pomp of victory can but little counterbalance the 
calamity of the multitude arifing from the neg- 
lected cultivation of the earth, They now tried 
every poffible method for bringing about a general 
peace; or if that failed, a feparate peace with fome 
of the confederates. But they had tco much ex- 
afperated the minds of mankind; there was now 
no difpofition in any to hearken to them, nor 
could they engage the northern crowns to offer 
their mediation. The demands of the French were 
ftilt fo high, that there was no profpect of a juft 
peace, and their offers were rejected. 

No remarkable event took place next year in 
Flanders, except the furrender of Huy to King 
William; by which conqueft, the French were 


, expelled from the bifhopric of Liege. 


The French arms were more fuccefsful in Spain. 


_ Marhhal Noailles. penetrated into Catalonia with 


thirty thoufand men, and forced a paffage by a 
ford acrofs the river Ter, notwithftanding the 
Spaniards were entrenched on the other.fide. The 
Spanifh cavalry fhewed more than ordinary valour 
in covering the retreat of their foot. The French 
laid fiege to Palamos, ftormed the covered way, 
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1694. entered the town at two narrow breaches, plun- 


“v—™ dered it, and put all they met to the fword. Gi- 


ronne, a well fortified town, furrendered after a 
fhort fiege upon ignominious terms. Flufhed 
with thefe fucceffes, the French threatened no lefs 
than the befieging of Barcelona. The court of 
Madrid felt their weaknefs, and faw their danger 
fo vifibly, that they were forced to implore the 
protection of the Englifh fleet. Admiral Ruffel 
was ordered to fail into the Mediterranean with 
threefcore great fhips. He was fo long delayed 
by contrary winds, that the French, if they had 
purfued their advantages, might have completed 
the conqueft of Catalonia. But as they were re- 


folved not to hazard their fleet, it was brought’ 


back to Toulon, long before Admiral Ruffel could 
get into the Mediterranean. The intentions of the 
enemy of attacking Barcelona by :fea and land 
were thus prevented ; and Admiral Ruffel with his 
fleet wintered at Cadiz, which produced good ef- 
fects. In Piedmont, a fecret negociation was car- 
rying on, which rendered the Duke of Savoy in- 
attentive, and little was done there this year. 

The Imperialifts, headed by the Prince of 
Baden, lying encamped near Hailbron, Marfhal 
de Lorges with the French army paffed the Rhine, 
and marched towards them. The Prince be- 
Jieving the enemy had an inclination to fight, 
went on to meet them, but the French re- 
treated, pafled the Neckar, burnt the town of 
Laudenburg, and ruined the open country. This 


~ fo incenfed the Prince of Baden, that though he 


was 
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was not yet reinforced, he advanced and drove the 


enemy from an advantageous poft at Wifelock, 
after a fharp rencounter. Upon this, De Lorges 
repaffed the Rhine. The Prince foon after fol- 
lowed him, of which the French general was no 
fooner informed, than he retired to Landau. The 


Prince advanced, and made himfelf matter of fe- 


veral {mall places ; and it was confidently expect- 
ed, that now the Germans would either force the 
French to a battle, or fecure winter-quarters on 
that fide the Rhine. But neither of thefe events 
happened ; for in a few days the Imperialifts re- 
paffed the Rhine, bringing away with them four- 
teen thoufand head of cattle, and having deftroyed 
a great quantity of forage in the country, and fome 
magazines of the French. Thus ended the cam- 
paign. | 
King William, fenfible that the power of France 
was on the decline, and that the allies were daily 
increafing in ftrength, refolved to undertake fome 
_confiderable enterprize. And here we may be al- 
lowed to regret, that the nature and {cope of this 
work* will not admit of a more enlarged detail of 


thofe able and extenfive operations by which the. 


king drew all the enemy’s forces to one quarter ; 
and in the prefence of the large army commanded 


ree 


* Thus far the writer claims no further merit than that of 
having made a fhort and faithful abridgment from Tindal’s 
Continuation of Rapin ; a work, which though unadorned by 
any of the artificial elegancies of ftyle, poffeffes the chief requi- 


fite in hiftory, of ftri@ impartiality, and an inviolable regard — 


for truth, 
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by Marfhal Villeroi, was enabled more fuddenly 


and completely to inveft the ftrong city of Namur. 
The difficulties of the fiege, and the ftrength of 
the place were great, and the French were fo con-. 
fident that they had rendered this town impreg- 
nable, that they placed this infcription on one of 
the gates, Reddi quidem, fed vinci non potef : in- 
timating, that this town might indeed be reftored, 
but not taken. But all their immenfe preparations, 
and apparently invincible obftacles, could not 
fhake King William’s refolution: they ferved only 
to make him concert effectual meafures to fur- 
mount all difficulties; and to his immortal glory, 
the aftonifhment of his enemies, and the admira- 


tion of all Europe, he forced the governor Count 


Guifcard to furrender the place, and to capitulate 
for his numerous garrifon within the fpace of five 
weeks. All che troops of the different nations be- 
haved with intrepidity ; and it was remarked, that 
the Englifh were the moft bold and preffing, the 
Bavarians the moft firm, and the Brandenburgers 
the moft fuccefsful;:but the Britifh grenadiers 
under Lord Cutts were particularly diftinguifhed. 
During the fiege, Villeroi had fuddenly fallen on 
the towns of Dixmuyde and Deynfe, which had 
been obliged to capitulate ; and the French having 
broken the ¢apitulation, Marfhal Boufflers was 
arretted by King William, until the French king 
fent back thofe garrifons. 

In Icaly, Cafal furrendered to the arms of the 
Confederates. Nothing was tranfacted this year 
in Germany or Spain. We have omitted to in- 
clude 
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clude in our fhort abridgment, an account of feveral 
defcents projected againft the coaft of France. After 
the victory at La Hogue, about feven thoufand men 
that were encamped near Portfmouth, were thipped 


there, on the 25th of July 1692, under the com- 


mand of the Duke of Leinfter, againft St. Maloes, 
Breft, or Rochford ; who returned, to the general 
difappointment of the nation, without making 
any attempt; their council of war having deter- 
mined that fomething might have been tried at one 
of thofe places with probability of fuccefs, were 
not the feafon of the year fo far fpent as not to 
admit of the fleets going thither with fafety. They 


xii 


1695. 


were faved the fhame of landing in England after — 


this failure, and arrived in Flanders on the 22d 
of Auguit. Two years afterwards an expedition 
failed againft Breft, the execution of which was 
committed to Lieutenant-general Talmafh. It 
proved unfuccefsful ; nor was it poffible it could be 
otherwife, the defign having been the town-talk 
of London for fome months before it was put in 
execution. It coft the life of the brave Talmath, 
and of above one thoufand men*. Dieppe, Havre 
de Grace, and Dunkirk, were afterwards bom- 
barded and confiderably damaged. The action 
feemed inhuman; but the French, who had bom- 
barded Genoa without a previous declaration of 
war, and who had fo often put whole countries 
under military execution, even after they had paid 
the contributions which had been laid on them, 
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had no reafon to complain of this way of carrying 
on the war, which they themfelves had ‘fartt 
begun. 

The celebrated Vauban commanded in the 
town of Breft, which was furnifhed with a 
powerful artillery and every means of defence. 
Before the attack commenced, it was evi- 
dently feen that the enemy had been reinforced, 
and that their numbers were more than thofe of 
the affailants; yet the General could not be per- 
fuaded, by the unanimous voice of the council of 
war, to relinquifh the defign. He feems to have 
been lefs afraid of death, than of the petulance of ill- 
founded ridicule; and poffibly the failure of the 
former expedition, caufed this officer to facrifice 
his own life, and that of many other brave men, 
without neceffity or ufe, to the want of ane dif- 
crimination in the circumftances. 

At this time, there was a great deal to fear from 
the difcontented at home ; for while the nation was 
involved in a burthenfome war with a formidable 
monarch, who, having efpoufed the quarrel of the - 
abdicated king, was endeavouring to forward his 
own ambitious views, and thofe of his people, 
under that pretence, a confiderable number, partly 
froth principle and partly from intereft, were im- 
patient of their deliverance ; which, according to 
their opinion or difcourfe, was accomplifhed by 


unjuftifiable means. The body of the nation were 


however fatisfied with the Revolution. Many dark 
and fecret practices were certainly at work, which 
were 
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were refumed and laid afide at different intervals 
during the remainder of this reign ; and particu- 
larly towards the end of that which followed, 
Of fuch practices, the moft incontrovertible evi- 
dences have been difcovered to the world, at the 
diftance of a.century ; but many accufations have 
been brought forward againft the higheft charac- 
ters, refting upon little better evidence than that 
of Barillon the French ambaffador ; who was en- 
trufted wich immenfe fums by France, in order to 
corrupt our councils and parliament. 

The French, after the taking of Namur, grew 
very doubtful of the iffue of the war; and could 
not but forefee, that if King William could appear 

‘in the field next fummer in the fame circum- 
{tances as he did the laft, it would be very diffi- 
cult, if not impoffible, for them to oppofe his 
arms. To prevent this, they had two things to 
wifh and promote ; one was to embroil the affairs 
of the nation, by creating animofities at home ; 
the other, to ruin its credit, on pretence of the 
impaired ftate of the filver coin. We fhall 
not here detain the reader with an account of 
their fecret machinations; which, by the well- 
timed vigilance of government, were happily de- 
tected, and fome of the con{pirators fuffered the 
punifhment due to their crimes. | 

Difappointed in thefe expectations, France was 
very uneafy under fo long and fo deftructive a war. 
The country was exhaufted, and they had neither 
men nor money; their trade was funk to nothing, 


and public credit was loft, In thefe circumftances, 
| had 
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had England acted with perfeverance, France 
might have been humbled; but many were dif-. 
contented at the continuance of the war ; alleging, 
that although the reft of the confederacy furnifhed 
their quota of troops, yet, that Engtand and Hol- 
land alone defrayed the expences of the war. 
The fummer paffed over, both in Flanders and on 
the Rhine, without any action. Next year, the 
French took Barcelona. King William had no 
money to pay his army, fo they were in great 
diftrefs, which they bore with wonderful patience ; 
and though it was plain by the event, that the 
nation had treafure enough to fupport a war, yet 
the ways of coming at it were grown very difficult. 
Great taxes had neceflarily been laid upon the 
people ; of which the difcontented took advantage, 
and reprefented every where, that the government 
mutt of neceffity fink under its own weight ; and 
that thefe heavy taxes, by reducing the nation to 


poverty, would inevitably prove its deftruction. 
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They never ceafed declaiming on this popular 
fubyeét, in hopes of making the people weary of a 
government, which was reprefented as fo burthen- 
fome ; and at laft, of perfuading them rather to 
let in the deluge, than be at the expence of main- 
taining their banks. That numerous and wealthy 
body of men, conftituting the trading part of the 
nation, had become impatient of the temporary 
interruption of their commerce; an impatience 
which was the caufe of a new war in lefs than three 
years. Peace was now concluded at Ry{wick, as 
F we had been unwilling to take advantage of the 
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_ exhaufted ftate of France, and chofe to give her 
time for binding up her wounds, and colle@ting new 
vigour and refources, to {well the glory of the tri- 
umph, which, after new exertions, and a farther 
expenditure of blood and treafure, Great Britain 
was at length deftined to accomplith. 

Even at the moment of figning the treaty, 
France was meditating new fcenes of perfidy. 
The King of Spain’s illnefs, and the fucceffion 
to his dominions, to which the French king had 
‘an .eye, was the principal caufe of his defiring 
peace. He knew, that as long as the war con- 
tinued, and the grand confederacy remained en- 
tire, his defigns could not be accomplifhed ; and 
therefore he haftened the conclufion of the treaty, 
that he might have his hands free to fall upon 
Spain and Flanders the moment his Catholic Ma- 
-jefty-died, and before a new league could be formed 
again{t him. Accordingly, as the King of Spain’s 
ficknefs increafed, the French king offered ad- 
vantageous terms; and would have offered itill 
‘more, if all the allies had been of the Emperor’s 
mind, to require a greater number of reftitutions. 
As for England and Holland, they took no other 
concern in the treaty, than to fecure their allies, 
‘to fettle a barrier in the Netherlands, and to pro- 
‘cure the ‘recognition of William’s title. The 
French gained nothing by a war which they had 
moft perfidiouly begun; and King Wilham had 
the glory at leaft of having ftopped the progrefs 
of their arms. Some time afterwards, as one of 
the French king’s officers was conducting Mr. 

| Prior, 
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Prior, fecretary to the Britifh embaffy, through 
the apartments of Verfailles, among other curi- 
ofities he fhewed him thofe fine paintings of Le 
Brun, which reprefented the French king’s vic- 
tories; and afked him, whether King William’s 
actions were alfo to be feen in his palace ? «* No, 
«¢ Sir,” replied Mr, Prior, ** the monuments of my 
«© mafter’s actions are to be feen every where but 
«¢ in his own houfe.” 

After the peace of Ryfwick, the King of Spain 
unexpectedly recovered, to the great joy of France, 
who was not yet in a condition to enforce her de- 
figns of univerfal dominion. But two years after- 
wards, he relapfed into a dangerous ftate of health. 
Louis found means to enter into a treaty of par- 
tition of the Spanifh dominions, with fome of the 
chief potentates of the late confederacy, and fe- 
cretly to fhew that treaty to the King of Spain; 
which fo exafperated the feeble monarch, that 
the French emiffaries found means to mould his 
feelings to their purpofes. The Emperor alfo 
loudly declared againft ir; that he was aftonifhed 
any difpofition fhould be made of the Spanifh 
monarchy during the life, and without the confents 
of the prefent poffeffor; and that, contrary to 
juftice and decorum, himfelf, who was the right- 
ful heir to the whole, was to be compelled to ac- 


cept of a part within three months, under the pe- 


nalty of forfeiting his fhare to a perfon not yet 
named. 

In Spain, the mifmanagements of the prefent 
reign, and the rapacious and violent carriage of the 
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Queen Mariana, had entirely alienated the hearts 
of the whole nation from the Germans; and 
they were difpofed to. receive with open arms 
a grandfon of Louis, provided they were affured 
of never becoming .a province to France. Nor 
did the refle€tion, that a Prince of the Auftrian 
line muft owe his chief fupport to heretics, carry a 
fmall weight with.1t in the minds of a tp: 
tious people. | 

When the fecret of the partition was divulged 
tn England, it was prefently written and talked 
into an unpopular meafure ; though vifibly the 
only one that could be taken to prevent a new war, 


in which the nation then feemed unwilling or 


unable to engage. | 
King William had long forefeen the approach- 
ing ftorm, and had always confidered: it effentially 
necefiary to keep up a {trong naval and land force, 
being apprehenfive that the circumftance of Eng- 
Jand being entirely difarmed, would afford too 
great a temptation to the ambition of France to 
break treaties and to forget engagements. The mi- 
nifters reprefented to him, that the parliament 
would -probably agree to the keeping up a land 
force of ten or twelve thoufand men, but would 
object to a larger eftablifhment. The king, who 
certainly underftood the politics of Europe, juftly 
thought that fo finall a force would be of little 


avail, therefere would not authorife his minifters © 


to make the propofal. The parliament, fo far 
from agreeing with the prudent intention of the 
king, ordered a bill to be brought in for reducing 

the 
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ap65: the army. The king was greatly hurt at a mea- 
wy fure which bore not only the appearance of flight 


to himfelf, but of indifference to the national 
_ honour and intereft. He was more particularly 


hurt at being obliged to fend away his Dutch 
guards ; a regiment which had faithfully attended 
his perfon from his earlieft years, and to which, 
befides innumerable other fervices, he confidered 
himfelf as much indebted, for greatly contributing 
to gain his victory at the Boyne, In his deep 
chagrin he had ferious thoughts of abandoning 
the government, and had actually compofed a 
{peech for the occafion. Finding that both houfes 
concurred in the fame opinion as to the difband- 
ing of the army, he gave effectual orders for re- 
ducing it to feven thoufand men, to be maintained 
in England under the name of guards and garri- 
fons. But on account of the fuperior utility of 
cavalry upon any fudden exigency, the king took 
care that of the feven thoufand, four thoufand were 
horfe and dragoons. The regiments were alfo re- 
duced to fo {mall a number of foldiers, that it was 
faid we had now an army of officers; but this 
model was much approved by proper judges, as 
the beft into which fo {mall a number could have > 
been brought. 


All Europe was alarmed with the accounts of 


the defperate ftate of the King of Spain’s health. 


When the news came to the court of France, 
thac he was in the laft agony, De Torcy, the 
French feeretary of ftate, was fent to the Earl 
of Manchefter, the Britifh ambaffador, defiring 
him to communicate the intelligence to his 
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matter, and to fignify to him that the French 1700, 
king hoped that he would be prepared to execute “Y“ 


the treaty of partition ; and in his whole difcourfe 
he exprefied a fixed refolution in the French coun- 
cils to adhere to it. A few days after, the news 
of the King of Spain’s death arrived, which hap- 


pened on the 1ft of November; and a will was 


produced, dated October the 2d, declaring Philip 
_ Duke of Anjou, fecond fon of the Dauphin, me 
univerfal heir of the Spanifh monarchy. : 
‘The Penfionary, or Prefident of the States of 
the United Provinees, made ftrong, but fruitlefs 
remonftrances; and a long anfwer to their me- 
morial was difpatched to all the courts in Europe, 
with the King of France’s refolution ; affirming, 
"that he had confidered chiefly what was the prin- 
cipal defign of the treaty, namely to maintain the 
peace of Europe; and therefore to purfue ‘this, he 


departed from the words of the treaty, but adhered | 


to the fpirie and intent of it. This infamous ex- 
cule for fo notorious a breach of faith, feemed to 


be an equivocation of fo grofs a nature, that it | 


looked: like the invention of a Jefuit confeffor, 
adding impudence to perjury. 

During thefe tranfactions, the Spaniards feeing 
themfelves threatened with a war from the Em- 
peror, who declared both againft the partition 
treaty and the will, and apprehending that the 
empire, together with England and the United Pro- 
vinces, might be engaged to-join inthe war, gave 
themfelves up to France.. Hereupon both the Spa- 
nifh Netherlands and the ay of Milan received 

the 
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the French garrifons. . The French fleet came to 
Cadiz, and a fquadron was fent to. the Weft 
Indies; fo that the whole Spanifh empire. fell 
without a blow under the power of France. This 
acceffion of dominion was the more alarming, on 
account of the Duke of Burgundy having no 
children; a circumftance that afforded a proba- 
bility of the fucceffien of the King of Spain to 
the crown of France. 


King William, upon the news of ie French 
king’s refolution to accept the will, and to recede 
from the treaty, was full of indignation to find 
himfelf fo much deceived; but he appeared per- 
fe€tly the contrary; in fo much, that his cold 
and referved manner upon fo high.a provocation, 
made fome conclude he was in fecret engagements 
with France ; and that he was refolved to acknow- 
Jedge ‘she new King of Spain, and not to engage 
in another war. ‘This feemed fo different from 
his own inclinations, and from all the former parts 
of his life, that many concluded it was owing to 
his ill {tate of health, the {welling of his legs being 
much. increafed ; and that this might have fuch 
effeéts as to make him lefs warm and aétive, lefs 


difpofed to involve. himfelf in new troubles, and 


that he might think it too inconfiderate a thing to 
enter into a new war that was not likely to end 
foon, when he felt himfelf ina declining {tate of 
health... But the true fecret of this unaccountable 
behaviour in the king proceeded from a very dif- 


ferent caufe. 
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Some of' the moft confiderable of the Englifh nee: 
having been difappointed in thofe rewards and em- ——~—==8 
ployments to which they thought themfelves en- 
‘titled from -their- merits and fervices at the revo- 
lution, had entered into deep’ defigns againft 
‘William’s government; who being informed of 
the meafures in which they were engaged, formed 
his refolution after much deliberation. Believing 
they had a¢ted from motives of ambition, rather 
than from perfonal difaffection, (which appeared 
_ ‘afterwards.to have actually been the cafe,) he not 
only forgave them, but put them in poffeffion of 
all the great offices of ftate. This account of 
Colin Earl of Balcarres was afterwards confirmed 
to his fon James by Lord Bolingbroke and Lord 
Stair; with this farther circumftance, that Lord 
Sunderland was fent by the king with the feals of 
fecretary of ftate to the Duke of Shrewfbury, 
head of the party; who told him, that the king 
was fully informed of all he was doing, yet, not . 
only forgave him, but fent him the feals as fecre- 
tary of ftate. He declined accepting them till he 
shad confulted his friends. He was told there was 
no time for hefitation, and that he was either to 
accept the fame inftantly, or a colonel of the 
guards was attending to carry him to the Tower. 
The laft alternative he did not chufe *. Much 
were it to be wifhed, for the dignity of our country, 
that King William had from the beginning trufted 
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thofe men, to whom in part he owed his elevation, 
and who moft probably were in. that inftance in- 


fluenced by virtuous and patriotic motives: but. 


afterwards, finding they had not the confidence of 
the. king, that his health was declining, that he 
had. no iffue, and that the offspring of the Princefs 
Anne had all been cut off in early youth; began, 
in contradiction to all their former principles, to 


‘turn their views to the event of William’s death, 


and the reftoration of James. 
A defign was laid in the Houfe of Commons to 
open the feffion with an addrefs to the king, that he 


would acknowledge: the King. of Spain. The — 


matter was fo far concerted, that they had agreed 
upon the words of the vote, and feemed not to 
doubt of the concurrence of the houfe. But Mr. 


~ Monckton oppofed. it with great heat, and among 


other things faid, that if this -vote were carried, he 
fhould expect that the next vote would be for re- 
cognizing the pretended Prince of Wales, 

In the Houfe of Lords an addrefs was voted, 
requefting his majefty to engage in fuch alliances 
abroad as he: fhould think proper for preferving 
the balance of Europe, affuring. him, that they 
would readily concur with whatever fhould be con- 
ducive to the honour -and fafety of England, the 
prefervation of the Proteftant religion, and the 
peace of Europe. A fimilar addrefs was voted in 
the Eloufe of Commons. 

- The pos contidering the demands of the Eng- 
lifa and Dutch to be greater than they ought to have 
been, fet all their engines at work toinvolve the Eng- 
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lith in fuch contentions as fhould difable them from 
attending to foreign affairs, as well as to make the 
reft of Europe conclude that nothing confiderable 
was to be expected from their influence. It is 
certain that great fums came over this winter from 
France; the pacquet-boat feldom arrived without 
ten thoufand louis d’ors; it often brought more, 
The nation was filled with them, and in fix months 
time, a million of guineas was coined out of them. 
Some merchants endeavoured to account for it by 
the balance of trade; but upon the departure of 
the French Embaffador a very vifible alteration 
enfued; for which reafon it was concluded, that 
great remittances had been made to that minifter 
for the purpofes of corruption. Certainly confi- 
derable diffenfions appeared in the parliament, but 
the honeft part of the nation prevailed. 

King William endeavoured to conceal the decay 
of his conftitution, even from his moft confidential 
favourites, left the report fhould have been fatal 
to the intended confederacy. 


He gave the command of the Britifh troops that 
were ordered to Holland to the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough. That nobleman had been reftored to fa- 
vour fome years before, and had been appointed 
governor to the Prince of Gloucefter. ‘* Make 
“him. but like yourfelf,” faid King Williams 
«© and I cannot defire more :” but that promifing 
young prince foon after died. 
~ It was thought by fome that the king feemed 
this winter in a fair way of recovery; but as he 
was riding from Kenfington, and putting his horfe 
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to.the gallop; the horfefell with him and broke his 
‘ collar-bone. After languifhing for three-weeks, his 


| March 8. .enfeebled conftitution fank under the accident. He 


May 4. 


expjred_ in the 52d year of his age and 14th of 


his reign; and the beft panegyric on his military 


fame, was the very general and indecent j joy a 


in France upon his death. 


Queen Anne immediately fent the Earl of Marl. 
borough to Holland, in the character of Embaffador 


- and-Plenipotentiary ;-for even at this time his repu- 


tation was eminent, not only asa foldier, but as one 
who knew the arts of living in a court beyond any 
other man. He had a noble and graceful ap- 


pearance, a folid and clear underftanding, with a 


conftant prefence of mind. He careffed all people 


with an obliging deportment, and was always ready ° 


to exert himfelf in favour of thofe whom it was 
‘his duty or intereft to ferve. ‘Hisftay in Holland, 

though but for a.few days, was to good purpofe, 
The declaration of war againft France.and Spain was 
folemnly proclaimed before the gates, of St. James’s 
Palace, .and-in the.qther ufual places, as it was on 
the fame day by the Emperor and the States General. 
The firft {tep that. was taken was by the Houfe of 
IHanover againft the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, who, 


in. oppofition to that Houfe, entered into the in- 


terefts of France. The old Duke of .Zell, and 


his nephew the Elector of Brunfwick, entered 


his country with an army, while his troops 
were difperfed. In conjunction with him, the 


Duke of Saxe Gotha had entered into engagements 
with France; but they were both forced to accede 
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to the common interefts of the Empire. All Ger- 


many was now united, except the two brothers of ~ 


Bavaria. The Elector of Cologne put Liege and 
all the places he poffefied upon the Rhine, except 
Bonne, into the hands of the French. France alfo 
found means to ftrengthen her fyftem by an alliance 
with Sweden and the Duke of Savoy; and the 
Spanifh Monarchy was entirely under her direction j 
fo that the confederates feemed to begin the war 


under many and great difadvantages. The Emperor . 


had fent his veteran troops under Prince Eugene 
to keep the French at bay in Italy. Bue by the wifé 
and fteady counfels of England, the prudent ma- 
nagement of their public treafury, the juft meafures 
concerted by Marlborough, the bravery and patient 
refolution of the confederate troops, and the ex- 
perience and good conduct of their commanders, 
early and reafonable hopes were entertained that 
the caufe of the allies would in the end prove 
fuccefsful. 

Marlborough left England on the 12th of May, 
and on his arrival at the Hague was appointed Ge- 
neraliffimo of the Dutch forces. Before his ar- 
rival Keiferfwaert was befieged by the Prince of 
Naffau Saarburg, one of the Emperor’s generals; 
and after an obftinate defence the French garsifon 
capitulated. | 

The French had made an , attempt upon Nime- 
guen; but the Earl of Athlone came to its affift- 
ance, though with numbers very inferior to thofe 
of the enemy ; but getting under the cannon of the 
place, the Burghers fignalifed themfelves upon 
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this occafion ; for though they had not a gunner 
in the town, they managed the artillery with great 
fuccefs, and the parties that were engaged againft 
the Earl of Athlone were _ defeated in. every 
action. 

. The French army in Germany being but weak, 
and drawing together flowly under the command of 
Catinat, the Germans had an opportunity of lay- 
ing fiege to Landau*. This was the great maga- 
zine, where the French, after they had plundered 
moft of the towns of the palatinate, laid up the 
booty, all-which was burnt by an accidental fire. 
The fiege was {topped for fome weeks for want of 
ammunition, but at laft the city furrendered. Prince 
Lewis of Baden had carried on the fiege, but the 


King of the Romans, the Emperor's eldeft fon, ar- 


rived in the camp before it was ended. 


This was the ftate of the campaign when Marl- 
borough arrived. Having taken the field on the 
eighth of July, with about fixty thoufand men, fixty- 
two cannon, eight mortars and hawbitz, and four- 
and-twenty pontoons, and finding his force fupe- 
rior to that of the Duke of Burgundy, he paffed the 
Maefe, and encamped near Grave, within two 
leagues and a half of the enemy who had entrenched 
themfelves between Goch and Genep. The Earl 
of Marlborough was defirous of a decifive aétion, 
for which end the whole army was ordered to their 





# A ftrong city upon the confines of the palatinate, once Im- 


perial ; but yielded to the French by the treaty of Muntter. 
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arms early the next morning. But the Dutch 
were afraid to put things to fuch a hazard, and 
would not confent to it. According to the con- 
ftitution of the United Provinces, the States affum- 
ed the power of fending deputies to reprefent them 
in the field, and even to controul the Stadtholder 
or General of the Union in his military opera- 
tions. 

Thofe who pretended to be judges thought that 
if Marlborough’s advice had been followed, mat- 
ters might have been brought to a happy decifion, 
and the rather as it afterwards appeared that little 
more than half of the French army had reached 
their camp, greatly fatigued by an almoft conti- 
nual march of two days and ¢wo nights, and in the 
greateft confternation. The Duke of Burgundy, 
finding himfelf obliged to retreat, thought this was 
not fuitable to his dignity, and therefore left Mar- 
fhal Boufflers to command, and their firft campaign 
ended very inglorioufly. 

The Dutch, whowere fo lately ina ftate of alarm, 
upon the retreat of their army under the cannon 
of Nimeguen before Marlborough’s arrival, had 
now the fatisfaction of feeing the French fly in 
their turn; and the deputies reprefented, that it 
was for the advantage of Holland to difpoffefs 
the enemy of the places they held in Spanifh 
Guelderland, which interrupted the free naviga- 
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tion of the Maefe, and in a manner blocked up | 


the important town of Maeftricht. He therefore 


difpofed all things for the fiege of Venlo. Inthe — 


mean time, General Schultz was ordered to re- 
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duce the town and caftle of aes which Spi 
Jated after a fhort reftftance. 

On the 7th of September the trenches were 
opened on both fides the Maefe; and the town of 
Venlo furrendered on the 25th of the fame month, 
after Fort St. Michael had been ftormed and 
taken by the Englith, under the command of Lord 
Cutts, who with feveral other officers of that nation, 
particularly the young Earl of Huntingdon, fhewed. 
much bravery on that hazardous occafion. Rure- 
monde, the fecond city of Guelderland, was next in- 
vefted, and after a very vigorous fiege furrendered. 

Marfhal Boufflers thought it high time to pre- 
vide for the fecurity of Liege. When the con- - 
federates came before it, they found the fuburbs 
of St. Walburgh fet on fire by the French garrifon, 
who had retired, part into the citadel, and part 
into the Charireufe. Six days after, the trenches 
were opened againft the great citadel, which was 
taken by ftorm, notwithftanding De Violaine thé 
governor five days before, upon a fummons to 
furrender, fent the Earl of Marlborough word, 
*¢ that it would be time enough to think of that 
sc fix weeks hence.” The affailants having ex- 
erted great courage in this attack, put moft of the 
garrifon to the fword, and gained great honour and 
a confiderable booty; for there were three hundred 


-thoufand florins in gold. and filver, and notes for 


one million two hundred thoufand florins upon 
fubftantial merchants at Liege, which were all ac- 
cepted and turned into teady money. This vic- | 
wa was foon after —e by the furrénder of 

the 
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the Chartreufe, and the garrifon was efcorted, ac- 


cording to capitulation, to Antwerp. 
Upon the breaking up of the army th Naves: 


‘ber, an accident happened that had nearly loft all 


the advantages and honour gained in this cam- 
paign. The Earl of Marlborough was taken 
‘prifoner in a boat endeavouring in the night to 
pafs the town of Gueldres, the only poffeffion left 
to the French in Spanifh Guelderland; but with 
great prefence of mind he produced a pafsport 
which had been obtained for his brother fome time 


before, and‘ after being a prifoner about four hours, 


and plundered. of his baggage, he was permitted 
to purfue his journey, 

In Germany, the Elector of Bavaria declared 
for France*, after having furprifed Ulm. The 
neighbouring circles were fo much alarmed, that 
they called away their troops from the Prince of 
Baden to‘ their own defence, by which means his 
army was much diminifhed; but with the troops 
that were left him, he endeavoured to cut off the 
communication between Strafbourg and Ulm, 
the French line of operation between the Rhiné 
and the Danube. The French having taken the 
little town of Neuenberg on the Rhine, the Prince 





* This Prince poffeffed many amiable qualities, was highly 
efteemed by his fubjects; and had acquired great military repu- 
tation ; but he had fuffered the French to perfuade him that he 
was more powerful than all the Princes of Germany, and he de- 


. termined to compel them to revolt from the common caufe of 


the Empire. He had been confirmed in thefe es by a 
oo quarrel with the King af the Romans, © 
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of Baden became uneafy for Brifac, efpecially as his 
force was fo much weakened by detachments, that 
he had not above eight thoufand men in his camp. 
Marfhal Villars advanced from Strafbourg, and a 
battle was fought near Friedlinguen. The French 


were much fuperior in numbers, and in truth gained 


the victory; yet the Prince of Baden thought 
proper to lay claim to tt. 

It isfcarcely neceffary to add, that fuch a vidtoty 
as this could be attended with few confequences, 
nor could we decide which party gained it, had not 
the French next day taken the fort of Friedlinguen, 
and proceeded to make fome farther conquefts. 
The Prince of Baden having been reinforced, ad- 
vanced againft Villars, who did not think fit ta 
engage again. 


The latter end of Odtober Count Tallard ad-— 
vanced with eighteen thoufand men, and took 


Treves and Traerbach, which latter place made a 
ftout refiftance. On the other fide, the hereditary 
Prince of Heffe Caffel, marching from Liege with 
nine thoufand Heffians, and finding that the French 
had poffeffed themfelves of Zinch, Lintz, Brifac, 
and Andernach, retook thofe places. 


King Philip of Spain having taken the refolu- 
tion of going to Italy to poffefs himfelf of Naples, 
and to put an end to the war in Lombardy, wrote 
to the Duke of Vendofme not to fight Prince Eu- 
gene till he could join him; but though the 
prince was miferably abandoned by the court of 
Vienna, owing as it was thought to French corrup- 


tion, yet he managed the force he had with fuch 
—— fkill 


_ 


MARLBOROUGH. 


fkill and conduct, that with five-and-twenty. thou- 
fand men he gained the victory of Luzzara over 
the French and Spanifh army of forty thoufand. 
They rallied feveral times by favour of the ground 
and fuperiority of numbers; but the Imperialifts 


encamped upon the field of battle, and had various: 


other trophies of victory. King Philip returned 
to Spain at the end of an inglorious campaiga, 
when the grandees began to be difgufted at feeing 
their affairs wholly conducted by French counfels. 
The French tried this f{ummer all poffible means 
to engage the Turks in a new war with the Em- 
peror; and it was believed that the Grand Vizier 
was entirely gained, though the Mufti and all who 
had any credit were again{ft it. But the Grand 
Vizier being {trangled, the defign was prevented. 
The confederate fleet of fifty fail having four- 
teen thoufand forces on board, formed an expedi- 
tion againft Cadiz under the Duke of Ormond. 
AA fquadron was detached under Sir John Munden 
againft a French fleet under M. De Cafie. 
Though he came up with this fleet, and was fu- 
perior in force, yet he neither hindered the French 
from getting into the Groyne, nor fought them 
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when there. He was acquitted by a Court Mar-_ 


tial on the ground of error of judgment; the 
Englifh nation was clamorous, and faid he deferved 
to die: but the Queen only difmiffed him from 
the fervice. Sir George Rooke failed on the firft 
of July from Sc. Helens, and anchored two leagues 
from the city of Cadiz on the 12th of Auguft, He 
foon found that he had falfe accounts of the ftate 
_ of the place, and that the garrifon was much 
ftronger, 
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ftronger, and the fortifications in a* much better 
condition than had: been reprefented. The Eng- 


difh landed and plundered Fort St. Mary’s; and 


as the Duke of Ormond had publifhed a mani- 
fefto, inviting the Spaniards to fubmit to the 
Emperor as their true and lawful mafter, and 
had offered his protection to all that came in; 
this conduct appeared but a bad commentary 
upon that text. Ic certainly was a point of 
the greateft importance to infinuate to the Spa- 
cide by his proceedings, that he came not as an 
enemy to Spain, but to deliver them from the do- 
minion of France. ‘To compenfate in fome mea- 
fure for this difgrace upon our arms, Sir George 
Rooke having accidentally obtained information of 
the arrival in the harbour of Vigo of the French 
fquadron and Spanifh galleons, refolved to attempt 
the deftroying of them. Accordingly the fleet 
camé to an anchor on the 11th of Odtober againft 
that place, almoft unperceived by reafon of the 
hazy weather. The Duke of Ormond having 
landed 2500 mien, ordered the grenadiers to advance 
to the fort at the entrance of the harbour, when 


the commander, M. Sorel, defpairing of holding | 


the place, attempted to fight his way through the 
Englith {word in hand ; but the grenadiers rufhing 
in, made themfelves matters of the caftle and gar- 
rifon of three hundred men, and before they'at- 
tacked the fort, they had taken a battery of thirty- 
eight cannon. 

_ The fleet having forced through a boom by 


cutting it, for the wind was not fufficiently ftrong 


for the a to break it-by the force of their way, — 
and 
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and having got rid of fome fire fhips which had al-. 


moft been fatal to Vice Admiral Hopfon’s fhip, the 
enemy began to deftroy their veffels ; but the Eng- 
]ifh found means to preferve feveral. They took 
and brought home four -fhips, carrying two 
hundred and eighty-four guns. The Dutch took 
fix carrying three hundred and forty-two guns. 


Six galleons were taken by the Englifh, and five 
taken and fix funk by the Dutch. Without in- 
cluding galleons, there were taken or deftroyed | 
twenty-one fhips, carrying nine hundred and fixty 


guns, There was a quantity of merchandize and 
money on board, moft of which the enemy them- 
felves deftroyed ; a confiderable booty however was 
made. The Spaniards appeared at fome diftance 
in a great body, but did not offer to enter into any 
action with the Duke of Ormond. And it ap- 
peared that the refentments of that proud nation, 
which was now governed by French counfels, were 
fo high, that they would not incur any danger or 
trouble even to fave their own fleet when it was in 
fuch hands. The fleet returned to England, and 
the Duke of Ormond was received with great marks 
of favour by the Queen and the loud acclama- 
tions of the people, the fuccefs at Vigo ‘having 
filenced the clamours occafioned by the mifcar- 
riage at Cadiz ; but feveral officers were put under 
arreft for having, by their example, promoted and 
encouraged the plunder. Sir Henry Bellafis, the 
Liecutenant-general who commanded the troops, was 
found guilty and difmiffed the fervice. 


The French under Marfhal Villars paffed the 


Rhine, and invefted Fort Kehl, oppofite Strafbourg, 
| Se | which 
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which was not well provided with ammunition ; fo 


that when a general ftorm was preparing, the ee 


vernor capitulated ; and the garrifon, confifting of 


two thoufand four hundred men, were permitted to 
retire to Philipfburg. Count Stirum, one of the 
Emperor’s generals, defeated a party of Bavarians, 


_and took Neumark and Amberg, cities of Bavaria. 


Count Shlick, another of the Emperor’s generals, 
broke into the Bavarian lines by way of Saltzburg, 
defeated the militia, and made himfelf mafter of 
Riede and other fmall places. The Elector in- 


formed of this, advanced with twelve thoufand men, 


and entirely defeated the Imperialifts in the battle 
of Skardigen ; and being informed that the head- 
quarters of the Saxon troops were not above two 


_ leagues farther, he marched dire€tly to them, and 
entirely defeated them, The Bavarians two days 


April 8. 


afterwards took Neuburg on the Inn, and the gar- 
rifon was conducted to Paffau. The Imperialitts, 
after fome farther efforts, in which the Prince of 
Brandenbourg Anfpach was flain, retreated. -The 
Elector of Bavaria, notwithftanding his folemn af- 
furances that he would not moleft the city and Im- 
perial Diet of Ratifbon, fuddenly advanced and 
took poffeffion of that place. The Empiré being 
thus in a declining condition, Marfhal Villars, in 
confequence of pofitive orders from the King, and 
with a view to join the Elector of Bavaria, endea- 
voured to force the Prince of Baden’s lines at Stol-. 
hoffen ; but although he was reinforced by Mar- 
fhal Tallard, and though his army was more than 
double the Prince’s numbers, yet the French 
attack was eo with great lofs, chiefly by 

the 
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the courage of the Dutch. Villars,” however, per- 
ceiving that the paffes through the Black Foreft 
were but ill guarded, from the fuppofition that ic 
was impaffable in that wet feafon, overcame all dif- 
ficulties, penetrated that way, and joined the Elec- 
tor near Dutlinghen. 

While the French fucceeded thus in Germany, 
the affairs of the confederates upon the Lower 
Rhine and in Flanders were in a more profperous 
fituation.. .Rhinberg was blockaded by the Pruf- 
fian forces, and furrendered. The Duke of Marl- 
borough caufed Bonn to be invefted, which capi- 
tulated after a very gallance defence. While the 
-greateft part of the confederate army was employed 
at Bonn, the French fell fuddenly upon Tongeren, 
where the battalions of Elliot and Portmore were 
- quartered, who, after a brave refiftance of twenty- 
eight hours, were forced to furrender. The Duke 
of Marlborough having joined the army, the French 
abandoned Tongeren, after blowing up the walls 
and tower. The French drew up in order of 
battle ; but as foon as their baggage had been 
drawn off, they retired. Marlborough determined 
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to force their lines near Antwerp, and appointed — 
Baron Spaar and General Coehorn to command de- . 


tachments to come upon their flanks, while the 
main body under Opdam menaced their center. 
Spaar made a feint as if he was°marching to 
Bruges; but returning, advanced directly to the 
lines, and forced them after an obftinate conteft: 
General Coehorn alfo forced them at another point. 
The confederates hoped that Antwerp was about 
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to fall into their hands, but met with a {mall check 
at Eckeren. A detachment of. the army com- 
manded by the Dutch General Opdam was fud- 


denly attacked and thrown into confufion, on a 


Sunday, while the Dutch were at their devotions. 
Opdam fled from the field, and wrote a letter” 
which alarmed the States; but after he was gone, 


the Dutch railied, and'obliged the French to retire. 


In return, an attack was projected upon the French, 
who were at this time commanded by Marfhal Vil- 
Jeroi, and had encamped at St. Job. “The Dutch 
General Schlangenberg, with a large corps, march- 
ed all night; and in the morning the Duke having 
anced: fired four cannon asa fignal to begin the 
attack ; but Villeroi fet fire to his camp, and re- 
tired within his lines. A large party advanced to 
reconnoitre them, and the Englifh royal regiment 
of dragoons drove in the enemy’s cavalry, which 
gave ample opportunity of feeing all that was ne- 
ceffary.. The Duke formed his difpofitions of at- 
tack, but the Dutch deputies interfered. Huy, 
Limburg, and Gueldres were then taken by the 
CR teies. | 

The affairs of the allies did not fucceed fo well 
upon the Upper Rhine. The Eleétor, foon after 
he was joined by Villars, marched into the Tyrol, 
and took poffeffion of Infpruck. The Emperor’s 
forces were & broken into fmall armies, that he 
had not one good army any where, and many af- 
perfions were caft upon the Prince of Baden by 
thofe who were not competent judges ; for. his 
army was both weak and ill furnifhed in all re- 
fpets, The Duke of Vendofme was ordered to 
) march 
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march from the Milanefe into the Tyrol, and 
join the Elector of Bavaria. Had this junction 
been effected, the ruin of the Houle of Autftria 
would probably have followed. But the peafants 
in the Tyrol rofe, and fo much incommoded the 
Eleétor’s quarters that he thought proper to retire, 
fo that the Duke de Vendofme came too late. 
To make amends for this, the Elector refolved to 
feize on Augfburg, but was prevented by the 
Prince of Baden, who had croffed the Danube, 
and encamped near that city. Je and Villars re- 
tired before the Prince; Villars on the north, and 
Count D’Arco, the Elector’s general, on the fouth 
fide of that river. The latter having croffed the 
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Lech abandoned Friedburg, which place was fur- ~ 


rendered to the Imperialifts. The Prince detached 
Count Stirum to the fame fide of the river with 


the Elector, who laid a plan with Villars to attack | 


him. Villars croffed at Donawert. They were 
to attack Count Stirum upon both flanks, while 
the Marquis D’Uffon, upon a certain fignal, was 
to advance from Lavingen, and fall upon him in the 
rear. Stirum, as foon as he heard the firing of fix 
guns, comprehended the meaning of the fignal, and 
inftantly marched and attacked the Marquis before 
the Elector and the Marfhal could come up, and en- 
tirely broke and defeated his cavalry, taking twenty 
ftandards. D’U ffon’s foot would have been all killed 
or taken had not the Elector and the Marfhal come 
up. The numbers were then very difpropor- 
tionate ; Stirum probably did not know that Villars 
had crofied the Danube ; and after fome refiftance, 
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the Imperialifts were totally defeated, lofing, be~ 
fides their cannon and baggage, above twelve thou- 
fand men out of twenty. The French call this 
the firft battle of Hochftett. It is difficult from 
the variety of accounts to afcertain whether Stirum: 
was ever upon the fame fide of the river with the 
Prince of Baden, or whether he was not rather ad- 
vancing in order to effect a junction. Augfburg 
was then taken by the Elector ; and to add to the 
Emperor’s misfortunes, a rebellion broke out in 
Hungary. Upon the Upper Rhine Count Tal- 
lard and the Duke of Burgundy laid fiege to Brifac, 
where the operations were conducted by the cele- 
brated Vauban. The Governor furrendered in fifteen 
days, and was fentenced to be beheaded. Landau 
was alfo befieged by the French. The Prince of 
Heffe marched from the Netherlands to relieve 
the place. Monf. Pracontal with ten thoufand men 
followed him from that country, and joined Tal- 
lard before the confederates had any intelligence. 
They had prepared all things to attack the French 
in their lines, and learnt very unexpectedly that 
they were marching towards them. The battle of 
Spirebach was fought, the Prince of Heffe was de- 
feated, and Landau furrendered. The Duke of 
Savoy apprehending the danger he fhould incur if 
France fhould accomplith her purpofe of extending 
her dominions, offered to return to the confederacy. 
The French, fufpecting his defigns, perfuaded the 
Elector of Bavaria to write to him, and pretend 
that he feverely repented having put himfelf into 
their hands. The Duke, fufpecting nothing, in his 

| | anfwer 


MARLBOROUGH. 


anfwer frankly acknowledged his defions, and.en- 


couraged the Elector to follow his plan. The 
French feized the meffenger, and the Duke of Ven- 
dofme was ordered privately to difarm the troops 
of Savoy that were in his army, being twenty-two 
thoufand. This was accordingly done before 
any fufpicion ‘could arife. The officers were im- 
_prifoned, and the foldiers were compelled to enlift 
in French regiments. The French Embaffador 
behaved in a moft arrogant manner at Turin, 10 
the prefence-chamber, to the Duke. The whole 
Court refented the affront, and {wore to live and 
die with their Sovereizn. The confederates deter- 
mined to fend him every aid they could. Count 
Staremberg, one of the Emperor’s generals, fent 
him a detachment of one thoufand five hun- 
dred horfe, commanded by Vifcomti, the greater 
part of which was cut off ; but he himfelf, in con- 
_fequence of farther orders from the Emperor, fol- 
lowed with fifteen thoufand men from the Secchia, 
through the enemy’s country. This march is fup- 
pofed to have been the beft planned, and the beft 
executed of almoft any during that war. He 
' marched from the Modenefe in the worft feafon of the 
year, by roads that feemed impaffable, having in many 
places the French both before and behind him. He 
joined the Duke of Savoy at Canelli, which faved 
his country. Portugal alfo acceded to the con- 
federacy, upon condition that the Arch-duke 


_ ‘Charles, fecond fon of the Emperor, fhould be de- — 


clared King of Spain ; and it was certain that a large 
‘party in that country were decidedly favourable to 
the. Houfe of Auftria, in preference,to that of Bour- 
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bon; alfo that the whole nation was averfe to 
becoming a province either to France or to the. 
Empire, and chofe to have a King of their own. — 

About this time a dreadful ftorm happened at 
fea, and had it not been a {pring tide, the confe- 
quences might have been fatal to the Englith, 


‘as nearly their whole navy was out of port. 


The lofs was however very confiderable. Fourteen 
men of war were caft away, many of them at an- 
chor, and fome of them without their complement 
of men on board. One thoufand five hundred 
feamen perifhed ; but few merchant-men were loft. 
An event almoft as much to be regretted, hap- 
pened in the Weft Indies. Admiral Bembow fell 
in with a French fquadron near Carthagena, on the 
19th of Auguft 1702. Ina running battle, which 
was renewed at intervals for feveral days, the 
enemy, though inferior in numbers and ftrength, 
made a fafe retreat. On the 6th of Oober, a 
commiffion was iffued for the trial of Captains 
Kirby and Wade. They were found guilty of 
cowardice, breach of orders, and neglect of duty ; 
and being fent to England under fentence, they 
fuffered death at Plymouth; orders having been 
fent to all the ports that no delay in their execution 
fhould take place at whatever port they arrived. 
Admiral Bembow died of his wounds, expreffing, 

in his laft moments, his conviction of their trea- 
chery or cowardice. 

The new King of Spain, Charles the Third, 
came to England, and was treated with great 
magnificence. His manners were noble and 

' 33 obliging. 
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obliging. At his firft meeting with the Duke of — 1703. 
Marlborough, he took his fword from his fide and 
gave it to the duke, faying, “I have only my | 
cloak and my fword; the latter may be of fome 

ufe to your grace, and I hope you will not think 

it the worfe for my having worn it one day.” 

Thus ftood affairs at the end of the Duke of | 
Marlborough’s fecond campaign. 

The affairs of the Empire were in.the beginning 1704. 
of the third campaign in a defperate condition. 
The Emperor was reduced to the laft extremity. 
The Elector of Bavaria was mafter of the Da- 
nube as far as Paffau, and the rebellion in Hun- 
gary was making formidable progrefs. The Em- 
peror was not in a condition to maintain a defenfive 
war long on both fides, nor was he able to make 
any oppofition at all againft them, fhould they ever 
come to act in concert. Vienna was in apparent 
danger of being befieged on both fides, and was 
not capable of making a long refiftance ; fo that 
the houfe of Auftria feemed loft beyond all prof- 
pect of recovery. Prince Eugene wifely propofed 
that the Emperor fhould implore the protection of 
the Queen of Great Britain, which was agreed to ; 
and Count Wratiflaw managed the affair at the 
court of England with great application and fe- 
crecy. The Duke of Marlborough faw the ne- 
Ceffiry of undertaking the Emperor’s relief, and 
refolved to ule all poffible endeavours to put it in 
execution. When he went into Holland in the 
winter, he propofed it to the Penfionary only, or, 


as others fay, alfo to one of the Deputies. The 
£3 defign 
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1704. defign was approved of, but it was not advifable 
“-v-—” to propofe it to the States, fince at that time many 


ne 


would not have thought their country fafe if their 
army fhould be fent fo far from them. Nothing 


could be long a fecret which was propofed to fuch — 


an affembly, agitated by frequent difagreement, 
and mutual diftruft; whereas the main hope. of 
fucceeding 1 in this defign lay in the fecrecy with 
which it was sonducied: Therefore, under the 
pretence of carrying the war into France by the 
river Mofelle, every thing was prepared that was 
neceffary for executing the true defign. 

The fuccefs of the two laft campaigns having 
rendered the confederates. mafters of the Maefe 
and Spanifh Guelderland, fuch a ftrong barrier 
had been formed on the fide of Flanders, that a 
{mall number of forces were deemed fufficient to 
protect the frontiers of the States. Four corps 
were appointed for that purpofe, under the 


command of General Auverkerque; but three of © 


the feven States objected to the meafure of march- 
ing the troops even to the Mofelle. 

The Britifh, Dutch, and Danifh forces, having 
been drawn together from their winter-quarters in 
the Netherlands, had formed a camp under Ge- 
neral Cadogan at Meeftricht. The Duke of 
Marlborough arrived there on the 10th of May, 
and the troops marched the day following. They 
‘moved through Bedburg, Kerpenord, and Kal- 
fecken. Here the Duke received an exprefs from 
the Prince of Baden with fome intercepted letters ; 
by which it appeared, that the French intended to 

force 
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force their paffage from Strafbourg through the y-0,. 
Black Foreft, and after joining the Bavarians, to “v=” 
march directly to Vienna. About the fame time, 
the Duke received advice from the Netherlands, 
that the court of France had fent pofitive orders to 
Villeroi to march towards the Mofelle with five- 
and-thirty battalions, and fix-and-forty fquadrons ; 
being ftill firmly perfuaded that the Duke would 
act on that fide. He fome days afterwards re- 
ceived farther intelligence that the recruits for the 
French army in Bavaria had joined the Elector at 
Dillinghen ; but learning that Marfhal Tallard 
had returned from thence with a corps to the 
Rhine, he concluded that the enemy had not yet » 
penetrated into his real defign. : 
When the army had moved two days through 
the territories of Cologne, the people of Treves 
and Mentz were in the utmoft confternation; but 
purfuing their march, they arrived at Coblentz, on 
the fourteenth day. ‘They had fuffered no inter- 
ruptron or delay. Parties of dragoons had been 
fent out to bring in cattle, corn, and forage, from 
the neighbouring countries, and to defend thofe 
who were incumbered with the bageage and am- 
munition. The Duke here formed a junction with 
the Hanoverian and Heffian forces, who had a 
camp at Coblentz; and as that city ftands at the 
confluence of the Rhine and Mofelle, the enemy 
thought they fhould now certainly difcover the ob- 
ject he had in view. In the mean time, the Em- 
peror commanded the States of Franconia and 
Swabia to recommend tie confederate forces to 
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their countrymen, and to fupply them with all ne- 


vy _ceffaries. The Duke’s forces amounted to forty 


thoufand, whereof fourteen thoufand three hun- 
dred and four effective men were of the Britifh 
troops. | 

The tranfports having come up the Rhine to 
Coblentz, the guns and baggage were immediately 
embarked ; and the Duke of Marlborough, for the 
fake of expedition and convenience, marched in 
two columns, one on each fide of the Rhine, the 
veffels moving between them; on board of which 
were alfo fuch fick or wearied foldiers as were not 
able to endure the march. When the confederates 
had drawn‘ up their fhips beyond the Moufe Tower, 
Bacharach, and Bingen, there opened to them a 
large plain, where the whole army was feen at one 
point of view, making a glorious appearance, in 
new and handfome clothing, and with arms highly 


_polifhed. Marfhal Villeroi in the mean time be- 


ing in great fufpence, loft by delay the opportunity 
of attacking the confederates; and finding it im- 
poffible to recover it by forced marches, ftopped 
his purfuit. The Elector of Mentz waited the 
arrival of the army, having provided every thing 
neceflary for their refrefhment ; and at the city of 
Mentz the left-hand column which had croffed 
the Lohn, now paffed the river Maine. The 
enemy had not yet penetrated into the true 
defign, but thought it probable it was againft 
their poffeffions on the Upper Rhine; and for that 
reafon Marfhal Tallard ftill remained with his 
corps near Strafbourg. 

Cons 
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Continuing his route along the Banks of the 


Rhine till he: came to the Neckar, the Duke | 
paffed that river at Heidelberg *. Here he was - 


obliged to hale four days, till the courier 
came back which he had fent to the States, to 
acquaine them that he had the Queen’s orders to 
move to the relief of the Empire; adding, that he 
hoped they would allow him to march their 
troops to fhare the honour of that expedition. He 
at lenoth received their anfwer, by which they ap- 
proved of the defign; fo that he had now the 
whole army at his own difpofal. The Duke now 
threw off the mafk. His right-hand column 


croffed by a bridge + at Philipfburg; the artillery 


and ftores were difembarked; the army wheeled off 
‘to the left, and quitted the Rhine. | 
Making an expeditious march through Fran- 
conia towards the Danube, he fent Colonel Tatton 
before, who thoroughly underftood how to provide 
for an army. He appointed General Cadogan and 
Colonel Ivers to the charge of the encampments, 
who were men of great dexterity and fkill in every 
thing relating to that bufinefs. After thefe, the 
Duke of Marlborough with all poffible {peed 
‘moved with the horfe, and left the foot behind, 
which his brother, General Churchill, brought 
up by proper marches. The foldiers obferved fo 
exact a difcipline, and were fo far from offering 


any injury wherever they came, that they were | 


welcome guefts to the inhabitants, as they paid 
fur every thing In ready money. 


* Kane. Cunningham. 
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1704. The enemy were ftruck with aftonifhment. 
““y-~7 Wich al] the fpeed they could, they paffed through 
‘the country of Mentz without having made_ the 
Jeaft attempt on Brabant or the diftritt of Liege, 
and came at length to the Upper Rhine. The 
Prince of Wirtemberg brought up feven battalions 
and twenty troops of the confederates out of Bra- 
bant with incredible fpeed, and joined the Duke ; 
having outftripped the report and expectation of 
his coming. 

Some days after Marlborough had paffed the 
Neckar, Prince Eugene came to meet him; and 
after a conference about the great meafures of the 
war, he made this requeft to the Duke, that 
he would agree with the Prince of Baden about the 
command of the army, when the Imperial forces, 
now upon their march, fhould join; and as to 
himfelf, he only defired leave to ferve under him 
as a volunteer. The Duke returned his compli- 
ment with no lefs gallantry; and they contracted 
fuch an entire friendfhip, as was not only mutually 
pleafing to themfelves, but undoubtedly of great 
advantage to the allies throughout the whole 
war. Whenever thefe fuperior men met, they 
never failed to be of one fentiment. What 
the old Prince of Waldeck had faid of Marlbo- 
‘rough at an early period, was probably as applt- 
cable to Eugene: ‘© That he faw more into the 
art of war in one day than many others did in 
“<a number of years.” The judgment of both 
appears to have been of that nature, which points 
out at once what is right and fit, fetting afide all 

doubt 
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doubt and hefication. Far above all foolifh jea- 
Joufies, they defired that nothing but good fenfe 
fhould predominate; and the general good was 
their fupreme rule of condud. 

The Prince of Baden a few days afterwards, 
leaving his forces, came to congratulate the Duke 
of Marlborough on his arrival; and the infantry 
of the Duke’s army having arrived, both Prince 
Eugene and the Prince of Baden expreffed how 
much they were delighted with the {pirit which 
they faw in the looks of the whole army, promifing 
the moft complete fuccefs. Thefe three great men 
then entered into a confultation, at which it was 
agreed, that the Prince of Baden and the Duke of 
Marlborough fhould command the army on the 
Danube every day alternately. This expedient 


’ was probably fuggefted by the Duke, who had 


formerly made a fimilar arrangement with the 
Duke of Wirtemberg, when he came before Cork 


and Kinfale. As to Prince Eugene, it was de- | 


termined that he fhould command the army on the 
Rhine, being the moft proper perfon to watch the 
motions of Villeroi; to whofe humour and con- 
duct in war he was no ftranger, having taken him 
prifoner at Cremona two years before. The next 
day the Prince of Baden returned to his own camp, 
and Prince Eugene rode poft to Philipfburg, 


(where the Rhine is diftant from the Danube about 


one hundred and fifty miles,) to draw together 
there all the forces he could, with a view to feize 
the paffes, and hinder Marfhal Tallard from pe- 
netrating meue the Black Foreft, as well as to 

obferve 
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obferve the motions of Villeroi. From whence 


“—v— this corps was drawn, or of what troops it was 


conftituted, is not afcertained; but they are re- 
prefented as having been in great want of every 
thing. The fervice affigned to Prince Eugene 
at the confultation, was indeed a hard one; but 
it was neceffary to form their refolutions according 
to the fituation of affairs, and the greatnefs of the 
danger. 

On the 22d of June, the Duke and Prince of 
Baden joined their forces; and the united army 
proceeded to the banks of the Danube. A few 
days afterwards, Lieutenant-General Bulaw, Com- 
mander of the Hanoverians, was fent out with two 
thoufand horfe towards Dillinghen, where the 
Elector of Bavaria was pofted; and on the firft 
of July the Duke brought his army in fight of 
the enemy without any interruption, and en- 
camped at Amerdingen. Being informed here 
that the enemy were fortifying their camp at 
Donawert, and that the: Elector of Bavaria had 
fent a detachment of foot to reinforce the 
Count D’Arco; on the ad of July, being the 
Duke’s turn to command, it was refolved in 


a council between him and the Prince of 


Baden, to march directly towards the enemy, and 
to attack their camp at Donawert, before the 
Fiiector of Bavaria could join them, or the Count 
DD’Arco could finifh his entrenchments. The tents 


therefore being ftruck, and the baggage fent to” 


Norlinguen, both the armies began their march 
immediately ; the Duke moving by the higher 
ground, 


MARLBOROUGH. 


ground, and the Prince of Baden by the lower; 
but the difficulty in paffing the river Wernitz 
greatly retarded their progrefs. The army reached 
this river about noon, but much time was loft be- 
fore the bridges could be finifhed, and the artillery 
got over. When this was accomplifhed, the con- 
federates came in fight of the enemy, who were. 
fortifying their camp at acd 2 with a 
double entrenchment. 

Schellemberg is a poft upon a rifing ground, a 
mile and a half from the Danube; through the 
middle of the hill there is a public road very deep, 
with banks on each fide twelve feet high, pafling 
through the village of Schellemberg, where, on 
the top of the hill, ftands a church, with a church~ 
yard, which was encompafied, together with the 
camp,.by the enemy’s entrenchments. ‘Towards 
the eaft there is a ridge of hills covered 
by thick woods, frequented by robbers, and at 
this time well calculated for an ambufcade. 
Count D’Arco’s forces confifted of thirty-two 
thoufand men, all felect troops; and under his 
command were two Bavarian and two French Lieu- 
tenant-Generals. 

The Duke of Marlborough keeping the upper 
road, Lieutenant-General Gore, at five o’clock in 
the afternoon, began the attack with the Britifh 
foot guards and the regiments of Orkney and In- 
goldfby, before the Imperialifts could arrive at 
their point of attack ; for they wefe ordered to 
move by the lower way round the fkirts of the 
hills. Notwithftanding great impetuofity, the con- 
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1704, federates were twice repulfed with confiderable lofs, 


a. 


and Lieutenant-General Gore was among the num- 
ber of the flain.. Soon after, the Imperialifts came 
up very feafonably, and being led on in good order 
by the Prince of Baden, advanced to the enemy’s 


‘works without once firing, threw their fafcines into 


the ditch, and paffed over with inconfiderable lofs. 
The enemy’s horfe charged them vigoroufly, but 
were repulfed ; when the Imperial cavalry entering 
the intrenchments, the Britifh and Dutch broke 
in about the fame time, and the confederates 
made a great flaughter. 

The enemy’s lofs in this engagement was about 
fix thoufand men, and a great many deferters came 
in after it, of whom the Bavarians only were taken 
into the fervice of the confederates, and incorpo- 
rated into the regiments; but the French deferters 
were rejected. The town of Donawert interrupted © 
the purfuit of the flying enemy: They quitted the 
place by night, and retired to other Bavarian quar- 
ters. ‘The conquerors did not deliberate long how 
to improve therr victory ; but next day entered the 
town of Donawert, which was undefended. The 
magazines there had been fet on fire by order of the 
Elector of Bavaria before his troops retreated, but 
the inhabitants extinguifhed the flames and threw 
open their gates. Here were found a great quan- 
tity of corn and ammunition, and fixteen pees of 
cannon. 

The Eleétor of Bavaria immediately quitted his 
{trong camp between Dillinghen and Lavingen, 
croffed the Danube, moved towards the river Lech, 

and, 
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and, in order to prevent the neceffiity of fighting againft 
his will, made a long march to Augfburg, where he 
ftrongly entrenched himfelf, in expectation of the ar- 
rival of the French fuccours. On this the Prince of 
Baden and the Duke of Marlborough left fome forces 
in Donawert, and paffed the Danube. When they 
came to the Lech, which was before celebrated 
in hiftory from a battle fought upon its banks 
by Guftavus Adolphus, they received intelligence 
that Newburg was evacuated: A detachment was 
therefore immediately fent thither, whereby they 
not only fecured to themfelves a retreat, but the 
power of obtaining provifions from Suabia and 
Franconia, which, in an enemy’s country, was a 
great advantage. 
It is difficult to difcover why the Ele€tor of 
Bavaria divided his army in the manner above. 
ftated, in the words of an hiftorian who lived at 


that time *; nor has any other author explained the | 


grounds upon which the two important towns 
above mentioned were fo ealily abandoned. Ie 
alfo appears extraordinary that no Preparations had 
been made by the Emperor upon the Danube; for 
it might naturally have been expected that a train 
of battering cannon as well ‘as magazines fhould 
have been ready at Paffau, by which means Mu- 
nich, the capital of Bavaria, might have been im- 
mediately reduced; but fo entirely was that army 
neglected at Vienna, that when the battle of Blen- 
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heim was fought, they had not one half the number 
of artillery which the enemy had, and by much the 
greater part of thefe were brought by the Duke of 
Marlborough’s army. It was ftrongly fufpected 
that the Prefident of the Council of War at Vienna 
had been corrupted with French gold*: Prince 
Eugene had effected his removal a fhort time before 


he marched ; nor do his fucceffors appear to have 


been lefs deferving of that fevere imputation. 
Such were the conftant practices of the French. 
The celebrated author who has proftituted his. ta- 
Jents in writing the panegyric of Louis. XIV. in- 
forms us, that in every cabinet in Europe he had 
traitors in his pay; that the French, more gay than 
other nations, were alfo more dangerous, carrying 
into every family, in which they were admitted, their 
love of pleafure and debauchery, mixed with 
infolence and contempt for their entertainers +. We 
are not always to place implicit credit in this French 
hiftorian’s affertions, who rounds this period with 
an obfervation from which he feems to derive pe- 
culiar fatisfaction, that his countrymen were feared 
every where. _ | 
Whether from the ftrength of the Electar’s poft 
at Augfburg, or from the negotiations into which 
he entered at this time (as it appeared) without 





* Tindal, 
+ Les Francois, plus gais que les autres, mais plus dangereux, 
portoient dans toutes les maifons les plaifirs avec le mepris, et 


la debauche avec l’infulte.— Ils etoient craint partout. 


VoiTaire, Siecle de Louis XLV. Ch. 7. 
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fincerity, nO’ attempt was here made by the confe- 
derates ; but the generals, finding that the French 
were approaching, and that the Elector of Bavaria 
had contrived to’ amufe them for the fole purpofe 
of lengthening the treaty, fent a detachment of the 


Imperial ‘troops under Counts Frize and De Ia 


Tour into ‘Bavaria. The cruelties practifed in 
the Palatinate: by the French were once more re- 


taliated upon the unoffending people of another 


couatry ; but Marlborough’s troops took no part 
in this meafure; and when the inhabitants in the 
greateft confternation fent deputies to the Duke of 
Marlborough, offering to pay large fums to pre- 
vent military execution, the Duke replied, “* That 
“« the forces of the Queen. of Great Britain were 
‘* not come into Bavaria to’: get money, but to 
«© bring their Prince to reafon.” - The whole coun- 
try from the Danube to the very: walls of Munich 
was laid wafte, on the pretence, that by this dread- 
ful fpectacle, the Elector, in compaffion to his peo- 
ple,‘or from want of fubfiftence,. might be induced 
to ‘fue for peace; but Marfhal Marfin, who was a 
man of active genius, and other Frenchmen, con- 
{tantly reprefented to him that it would be difho+ 
nourable in him té deceive the French King who 
was now his ally, fo that nothing could preva 
upon him to change his meafures. 

When the confederates had croffed the hah 
they. received advice from Prince Fugene, that the 
Marfhals ViHeroi and Tallard-had paffed the 
Rhine. Upon -this a. reinfor¢ement was imme- 
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diately detached to the Prince of thirty fquadrons: 


of the Imperial horfe, under the command of 
Prince Maximilian of Hanover, juftly renowned 
for his courage and military conduct, and they 
themfelves advanced dire€tly to Rhain, a garrifon 
of the Bavarians, which furrendered the next day, 
after the opening of the trenches. On the.28th of 
July they attacked Aicha, which they took by 
ftorm; and the Bavarian garrifon, confifting of eight 
hundred men, were all either killed or made pri- 
funers, 

The Elector, unmoved by the thréats or actions 
of the confederates, marched fram Augfburg oa 


the 22d of July, leaving a garrifon there of eight - 


French battalions, and making a circuit of twenty 
miles, haftened by the way of Mindelheim, to crofs 
the Danube, and meet Marfhal Tallard at Lavin- 


gen, where he had arrived with twenty-two thou- — 


fand men. Prince Eugene avoiding the enemy, 
Jefe his army and came privately with all {peed to 
the Duke of Marlborough’s quarters. The Duke 
and the Prince of Baden, apprehenfive of being 
cut off from a retreat and from their provifidns, 


returned to the neighbourhood of Donawert, where — 


Prince Eugene’s army lay. ‘Thefe commanders 
came to a refolution immediately to form the fiege 
of Ingoldftadt, and the Prince of Baden took’ upoa 
himfelf the charge of carrying iton. Having fene 
thirty-nine battalions to Prince Eugene’s camp, he 
pafied through Neuburg with about twenty thou- 
fand of the German troops. The army of the con- 
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federates, after the Prince was detached, confifted of 
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one hundred and eighty-one fquadrons, and fixty- “w= 


feven battalions, whereof nineteen fquadrons and 
fourteen battalions were Britifh troops. The 
united force of the French and Bavarians amounted 
to one hundred and fixty-three fquadrons, and 
eighty-three battalions; in all about eighty thou- 
fand men. | 
Ingolftadt was {carcely invefted when Marlborough 
received intelligence that Villerot with his army 
had arrived on the Upper Rhine, either with a view 
to the cutting off the fupplies of the confederates, 
the greater part of which they ftill received by the 
Rhine, from whence they were conveyed to Nor- 
linguen* ; or perhaps with an intention of joining 
the Elector’s army, already fuperior in numbers by 
about four thoufand men. Being therefore thus 
{ftraitened both in time and circumftances, it was 
refolved, that ifan opportunity could be found, the 
confederates fhould immediately rifk a battle. They 
who think that Prince Eugene and the Duke of 
Marlborough took this refolution, either for theirown 
glory, or out of pique to the Prince of Baden, are 
utterly ignorant of the condition they were in at 
that time, as well as of the ftate of the war+; for 
in troth they were under the neceffity of fighting, 
left they thould be reduced to the want of provi- 
fions. | 
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The army having moved to the village of Mun- 
not far from Donawert, the commanders took 
a view of the enemy’s camp from a high tower, and 
refolved to attack it without lofs of time, left 
they fhould fortify themfelves the next day at the 
village of Blenheim. The generals then went and 
viewed the enemy fiearer, taking with them an 


‘efcort of eight and twenty fquadrons, and took no- 


tice that their advanced troops, which were in 
motion towards the allies, {topped fhort after they 
had perceived them. | 

‘In a council of war the refolution prevailed for 
Aighting, and orders were accordingly givento march 
the next morning by break of day, at which time 


they moved in nine columns by the right, leaving» 


their tents ftanding. | 
The field of battle was a vaft plain of twelve 
miles ‘in extent, very level, furrounded with a large 
ridge of hills rifing from the Danube in the form 
of acircle. The enemy had the Danube and the 
villace of Blenheim on their right, and on their left 
was the villaze of Lutzinghen, and a long ridge of 
fteep hills covered with woods. The firft-named 
village was fomewhat in’ front, the latter rather in 


the rear. They had‘ ftrengthened ghe village of - 


Blenheim, as much as the fhortnefs of: the time 
would permit, with felled trees, anc va’ fart of par 
lifade‘work furrounding if, and had polted 4 ftrong 
body of troops there, confilling of twenty-eight 
battalions and thirteen fquadrons. A ftrgng corps 
was alfo pofted in Lutzinghen. ‘The ground in the 
enemy’s front had a floping afcent, and at the bot- 
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tom there wasa large {pring, which, before it reaches 
Blenheim, increafes to a fort of river; and, mix- 
ing itfelf with the oozy foil, overflows the meadows, 
and renders the ground fo marhhy as to give it the 
appearance of being unfit for a field of battle. 
No farther difpofition appears to have been .made 
by the French and Bavarians than turning out their 
line in front of their encampment; and Marfhal 
‘Tallard,. who commanded their: right wing, feems 
to have concluded, that the marfhy ¢ ground | in frone 
was impaffable, yet he had taken the precaution of 
damming up the water fo as to make broad pools 
in feveral places; nor did he ufe any other means 


to oppofe our army in the paffage than a continual 
difcharge of his cannon. 


In the mean time the Duke of Marlborough, 
obferving that the enemy had weakened their army 
by the detachment fent into Blenheim, and that his 
men were eager to engage, waiting only. for the 


fignal, ordered that each horfeman fhould provide | 


himfelf with a large fafcine, in order to fill up the 
marth and render it paffable. This having been 
_ obeyed, the whole army with their natural alacrity 
preffing onward to pafs the rivulet, in defiance of 
the enemy’s cannonade, proceeded to the fords ac- 
cording to their orders. The general attack then 


began about one o’clock. Prince Eugene and the | 


_ Imperialifts were on the right. General Churchill, 
Lord Cuts, Lieutenant General Lumley, Lord 
Orkney, Lord North and Grey, and Licutenane 
General Ingoldfby, with the Britifh, Dutch, and 
other forces, were upon the left. Marlborough 


g 3 was 


C1X 


1704. 


cx 


1704. 


MARLBOROUGH. 


was in the center of the whole firft line, for there 
were two lines and a referve. 


Major General Wilks made the firft onfet with 
five Britifh battalions, of Howe, Ingeldfby, Marl- 
borough, Rowe, and North and Grey, and four 
battalions of Heffians, fupported by Lord Cutts 


and Major General St. Paul, with eleven other 


battalions and fifteen fquadrons of horfe, under the 
command of Major General Wood. The five 
battalions, led on by Brigadier Rowe, who charged 
on foot at the head of his own regiment, affaulted 
the village of Blenheim, advancing to the muzzles 
of theenemy’s mufkets, and fome of the officers 
exchanging thrufts of fwords with the French 
through the palifadoes: but being expofed to a 
fire much fuperior to their own, they were obliged 
to retire, leaving behind them one third of their 
men killed or wounded, and the brigadier who come 
manded them, who afterwards died of his wounds. 

In this retreat they were purfued by thirteen 
fquadrons of the French Gendarmerie and Cara- 
biniers, who would have entirely cut them to pieces, 
had not the Heffian infantry ftopped their career 
by the great fire they made upon them. The 
French bejng repulfed and forced to fly in their 
turn, were chafed by five {quadrons of Englith horfe, 
who by this time had paffed the rivulet ; but while 
the enemy were rallying, fome frefh brigades arrived 
to their affiftance; the affailants were charged with 
great vigour by fuperior numbers, and were many 


cf them obliged to repafs the rivulet with great. 


precipitation, Here again the Heffian foot per- 
formed 
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formed fignal fervice, putting the Frénch to the 
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route by their continual fire, and regaining the co- “~~~ 


lours which they had taken from Rowe’s regiment; 
but after feveral farther attempts it was found im- 
poffible to force the enemy in that poft without 
entirely facrificing the confederate infantry. 

The Britifh foot having thus begun the en- 
gagement on the left, the horfe of the left wing 
paffed the rivulet oppofite the enemy’s center, as 
did likewife that of the right wing, which had made 
feveral paffages with divers pieces of wood. After 


having croffed, they drew up in order of battle, the © 


French and Bavarians giving them al! the time that 
could be defired for that purpofe, keeping them- 
felves quiet on the hills, without defcending into 
the meadows towards the rivulet, fo that even the 
fecond line of the horfe had time to form them- 
felves. This neglect is faid to have proceeded from 
an ill-timed haughtinefs and prefumption of Mar- 
fhal Tallard, who is reported to have faid, ‘* Let 
«© them pafs, the more that come over, the more 
«© we fhall have to kill and make prifoners.” Bur, 
on the other hand, it 1s alleged by fome, that he 
had given pofitive orders not to let the enemy crofs 
the rivulet, but to charge them as they paffed, which 
orders however were not executed. 

At length the Duke’s cavalry moving towards 
the hill,.that of Marfhal Tallard came down and 
charged them with great fury; the French infan- 
try which were pofted at Blenheim gave at the 
fame time a warm fire from behind fome hedges on 
their flank, which was advanced too near to that 
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village, and the firft line was put into fuch dif- 


“—y——" order, that part of them retired beyond the rivulet. 


Upon this the duke gave orders to Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Bulaw, commander of the Hanoverian forces, 
to bring up his own, regiment of dragoons, and two 
others, which charged the enemy’s horfe with fo 
much vigour, that they broke them and drove them 
beyond a fecond rivulet, called Meul-Weyer, and 
from thence to the very hedges of the village of 
Blenheim. This gave time to rthoke who had given 
ground to repafs the rivulet, and to form behind 
thofe regiments of dragoons, and fome others that 
had joined them; fo thar thofe dragoons remained 
in the firft line during the reft of the action. 


The cavalry of the left wing having by this fuc- 


—cefs gained the advantage of forming themfelves’ 


entirely in order of battle, advanced leifurely to the 
top of the hill, and feveral times charged the ene- 
my’s horfe, who were always routed, but who never- 
thelefs rallied every time, though. at a confiderable 
diftance, and thereby gave the confederates an op- 
portunity of gaining ground. As the Duke of 
Marlborough was now in perfor among them, pre- 


‘paring a frefh attack, Marfhal Tallard caufed ten 


of -his battalions to advance to fill up the intervals 
of his cavalry, in order to make a laft effort, which 
the duke perceiving, caufed three battalions of the 


Hanoverians to come up and fuftain the horfe: 


Then the Prince of Heffe Caffe], General of the 
Horfe, and the Licutenant-Generals Lumley, Bu- 
law, Hompetch, and Inyoldfby, returned with 
their troops to the charge; but the fuperior fire of 


the 
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the enemy’s infantry put their firft line into 
diforder, fo that ic: fhrunk back and remained for 
fomte time at about one hundred paces diftanc from 
the enemy, neither party advancing againft the 
other. At length the confederates pufhed forward 
with fo much bravery and fuccefs, that having bro- 
ken and routed the enemy’s horfe, the ten battalions, 
who found themfelves abandoned by them, were 
cut to pieces, none efcaping but a very few foldiers, 
who threw themfelves on the ground as dead, to 
fave their lives. The Britifh foldiers had in the 
various rencounters often employed the butt-end of 
their mufquets, and being ftronger than the French, 

repulfed them as they aiivanced | in their ranks, and 
flew thofe who refifted them by whole bactalions 
together. The enemy was not able to bear the 
broad. {words of our dragoons,’ or the moperdolity 
and ftreneth of our horfe. 

: Marthal Tallard rallied his broken cavalry be- 
hind fome tents which were ftill {tanding in his 
camp, and feeing things :in this defperate condt- 
tion, refolved to draw off his dragoons and infantry 
from the. village of Blenheim. He therefore fent 
one‘of his aid-de-camps to Marfhal Marfin, whe, 


‘with the Elector of Bavaria, commanded on their | 


left, to defire him to’ detach fome forces to amufe 
“the enemy, in order to favour the retreat of the 
‘troops in Blenheim: but Marfin reprefented to the 
meffenger that he had too much bufinefs in the front 
of his-own poft, which was by this time attacked 
by the Duke of Marlborough, who nae come to 
the affiftance of the right wing. 


The 
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The battle had been ftill more ftrongly contefted 
in that quarter. The Imperialifts were twice driven 
back into the woods, and many of them were flain 
by the Bavarians. Why the enemy, when they faw 
the Imperialifts extending their line out of the 
woody hills, fhould have miftaken them for their 
friends, can only be accounted for from this reafon, 
that men are apt to believe what they wifh; they 
thought it was Marfhal Villeroi’s army coming 
to their affiftance. 


While Prince Eugene was encouraging his men 
to make a third attack, he received advice of the 


- fuccefs on the left. The Britifh troops had now the 


good fortune of repaying to the Imperialifts the com- 
pliment of fupport, which they themfelves had re- . 
ceived from them at Schellemberg. The body of 
referve, which had not yet been engaged, alfo marched 
to their affiftance ; and towards the evening the Im- 
perialifts, together with this reinforcement, fallied 
out of the woods, and the battle was renewed. 
The Duke of Marlborough forced the enemy to 
give ground; and when they would have rallied 
again, the confederates, taught experience by the 
former engagements, attacked fome of their 
battalions in front, fome on the flank, and endea- 
voured to come up with others of them in the rear. 
Thus a general affault enfuing, the enemy were 


_ put to flight: the Duke improving the advantege, 


quickly penetrated, with a view of cutting off the 
troops pofted in the village of Blenheim ; and fome 
of the general officers on the other fide advancing 

at 
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purpofe was effected. . 

Marfhal Tallard was very near-fighted, (a moft 
unfortunate defect in a general officer,) and with 
a view to rally a body of men that he thought were 
his own troops, he galloped into the midit of fome 
Heffian cavalry, and was taken prifoner. The 
French were now completely routed, and fuch was 
their confternation, that whole multitudes, officers 
and foldiers, when they had gained the banks of the 
Danube, without knowing what they did, threw 
themfelves into the river, and almoft all perifhed. 
Not one of their general officers gave any orders 
for the retreat. Every one of them forgot the 
twenty-eight batralions and twelve fquadrons of the 
beft and oldeft troops of France fhut up within the 
village, who had no orders of any fort. They 
confifted of eleven thoufand effective men. There 
are feveral examples of {maller numbers having 
defied fifty thoufand, or of having made glorious 
retreats. The Prince of Wales, firnamed the 
Black Prince from the colour of his armour, with 
eight thoufand men entirely defeated the French 
army at Poictiers, which, according to their own 
hiftorians *, confifted of fixty thoufand, and pur- 
fued his march to Bourdeaux through feveral pro- 
vinces, bearing captive the French king and the 
prime of his nobility. 

Much however muft depend upon a poft. It 


would have been ‘difficult for the troops to have © 


* Froiffart.— Montfaucon, 
moved 
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moved by files * out of the narrow ftreets of the 
village of Blenheim, and to have taken up an 
order of battle in prelence of a victorious army, 
who would have mowed them down .with their 
mufquetry and artillery, directed tothe only pojnt 
where they could form; and the confederates had 
now not only their own. cannon, but thofe of the 
vanquifhed army. eo 

Brigadier Sivicies: who was potted ; in the village, 


made an attempt to break through with, the regi- 
ments of Artois and Provence. ‘They fallied forth 
as from a befieged town, but were driven back. 
A French officer, of the name of Nonville, came 


a moment afterwards into the village with Lord 
Orkney: ‘* What, have you Piguene us an Englifh 
‘ prifoner?” faid the French officers. ‘“ No, 
«© gentlemen,” he. replied, “ I am myfelf a 
“¢ prifoner; 1 am come to tell you all, that 
«you have nothing left to do but to furren- 
«der; and here is Lord Orkney, who will re- 
«ceive your capitulation.’ The feelings of 
old foldiers upon fuch an occafion may be 
more eafily imagined than defcribed. The regi- 
ment of Navarre tore their colours and buried them 
in the ground. They were obliged to furrender 
without firing a fhot. The troops in the other village 
found means to efcape in the confufion; but the 
Bavarians madea refpectableretreat in three columns. 


* This is Voltaire’s remark ; butevery military man will make 
his own comment on this extraordinary tranfaction. We are not 


- informed what general officer had the immediate command of 


the bady of troops in the village. 
This 
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This defeat coft the enemy, by their own ac- 
counts in feveral intercepted letters, forty thoufand 
men, in which number they ineluded four or five 
thoufand loft in their precipitate retreat to the black 
foreft, either by defertion: or the purfuit of. the 
huffars or peafants, who made a great flaughter of 

the ftragglers. This computation does not feem 
improbable, confidering. the number of prifoners 


taken, which exceeded thirteen thoufand, of whom > 


above ohe'thoufand two hundred were officers: ten 
French baetalions.on their right were cut in piecess 


above thirty fquadrons of horfe and dragoons were | 


forced into the Danube, where moft of them were 
drowned: their left wing fuffered much, ef: 
pecially the foot. In Hochftet, Dillinghen, and 
Lavingen, ninety-five wounded officers were found; 
and above feven thoufand wounded men were in 
Ulm when -that city was furrendered.. The-con- 
federates gained above one hundred pieces of can- 
non, twenty-four mortars, one hundred and twen- 
ty-nine colours, one lrundred and feventy-one ftan- 
dards, feventeen pair of kettle-drums, three thou- 
famd’. fix hundred tents, thirty-four coaches, three 
‘hundred laden mules, two bridges of boats, twenty- 
four: barrels ‘and eight cafks of filver, This fuc- 
‘cefs coft.them four thoufand four hundred and 
‘eighty-five-men‘killed, feven thoufand five hundred 
and twenty-four wounded, and two hundred and 
i three made prifoners. 


Marthal Tallard was received and treated with 
great politenefs by the Duke of Marlborough ; but 
obferving to his Grace, ** Thathe had that day 

«© conquered 
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«¢ conquered the fineft troops in the world,”—* You 
<< will at leaft permit me to except thofe who have 
«© conquered them, ”’ replied the Duke. 

The next day the Duke of Marlborough aa 
Prince Eugene beftowed great éoniniendavions upon 
the whole army. Among the dead were the Prince 
of Holftein- Beck, Brigadier Rowe, Lieutenant Co- 
Jonel Dormer, Major Cornwallis, Major Creed, the 
Lord Forbes, and others, whofe gallant actions were 
worthy of lafting honours. Among the wounded 
were the Lord North and Grey, and the Lord Mor- 
daunt, two young gentlemen not lefs ennobled by 
their virtues than their birth, Colonel zdamulton 
and Lieutenant Colonel Britton. | | 

After the battle, deputies came from many places 
to the camp, imploring the Duke of Marlborough 
and Prince Eugene to pardon their people for having 
fubmitted to the Elector of Bavaria, faying, they 
were fo fituated that they had none of the Em. 
peror’s garrifons to defend them; and urging farther 
that they were not competent judges of the differ- 
ences between great princes; but were under the 
neceffity of obeying the powers which had prevailed 
when the Elector of Bavaria had taken poffeffion of 
Ulm, and had overrun all Swabia. The generals 


anf{wered, that the Emperor would confider of thefe 


things ; and fent them all away in fafety.. The city 
of Augfburg returned again under the Emperor's 
obedience and protection. Some Bayasians alfo, 
who were fent thither in the name of .the Eleétrefs, 
promifed that they would put the Emperor in pof- 
feffion of the cities of Bavaria on certain reafona- 


‘ble | 





MARLBOROUGH. 


ble terms, which were referred to the Emperor ; 
and the Bavarians fubmitted themfelves without 
delay. The Electrefs herfelf alfo received a letter 
from her hufband, fent by exprefs through the hands 
of the Duke of Marlborough, in confequence of 
which fhe immediately implored the Emperor’s 
compaffion; and as a proof of her fincerity, fhe 
yielded up to the Emperor Ingoldftadt and Munich. 
After this the Imperialifts having reduced all Ba- 
varia, domineered over the people with great ri- 
gour. 

Such were the effects of the Elector of Bavaria 
having obftinately adhered to his own opinions, 
and blindly followed the dictates of his paffions. 
-Marfhal Marfin had in vain reprefented to him 
that he had only to avoid a battle a few days 
longer, as the confederates could not remain in 


that country for want of provifions; but this — 


Prince’s mind was wound up to the higheft pitch 
of refentment at the devaftation of his country; a 
calamity occafioned in the firft inftance by his im- 
prudence in forming an unnatural alliance, and 
increafed ten-fold by his blind impatience for re- 
venge. 

On the news of this great victory, nothing was 
to be feen or heard in England but bonfires, ring- 
ing of bells, firing of guns, and other demonftra- 
tions of joy. On the contrary, the whole French 
nation was in difmay ;, and every town upon their 
frontier took up arms to guard its walls. The 
Emperor made great acknowledgments. to ‘the 
Duke of Marlborough for this fignal:fervice, and 

| offered 


Cxix 


1704. 


Sep. 14. 


MARLBOROUGH. 


offered to. create him, a Prince of the Empire ; — 
which the Duke faid he could not accept till he 
knew. the Queen’s pleafure. . Upon her Majefty’s 
confenting to it, he was accordingly fo created ; 
and Mindelheim was affigned to him as a princi- 
pality. _ 

The queen and parliament of Great Britain, not 
only beftowed upon the Duke the high reward of 
their approbation of his conduét, and of that of 
his army, but alfo conferred upon him the noble 
eftate of Woodftock, giving orders at the fame 
time that a palace fhould be built within the park, 
called Blenheim-houfe. It was accordingly ereéted 
by Sir John Vanbrugh, of peculiar architeGure, 
of great extent, ftability, and grandeur.. The gift 
was worthy the fplendour of the nation; and even 
in Germany the name of Prince of Mindelheim 
was loft in that of Marlborough. 

A. few days after the battle, the confederates 
having celebrated a folemn thankfgiving in their 
camp, and having difpofed of their prifoners by 
fending them to Frankfort and other: places, 
moved on the 21ft of Auguft into:the neighbour- 
hood of Ulm. From thence they began their 
march towards the Rhine on the 2¢th, and twentv- 
four battahons and ten fquadrons were left unde; 
the command of General Thungen, with order’ to 
befiege Ulm: This he executed with fuch: expe: 
dition, that-Prince Eugene, foon after his arrival 
on the Rhite,-teveived advice of the-furrender - of 
that city,cmich: tol hundred and. twenty+two. pieces. 
of cannon; dad:.a vaft ‘quarsicy.of millitany -ftores 
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ahd ammunition. The French, ruined, broken, 
and difperfed, left a free and uninterrupted march 
to the confederates from the Danube to the Rhine. 
The remains of an army, that at the beginning of 
the year had fpread terror to the gates of Vienna, 
were now forced to ae fhelter within the limits of 
France. 


The confederates reached Bruchfal near Philipf- 


burg on the gth of September, when a party of - 


imipenial horfe having met fome fquadrons of the 
enemy commanded by the Duc de Montfort, a 
major-general, who had been conduéting four bat- 
talions and a fum of money into Landau, fell upon 
them with great vigour and routed them. The 
fiege of Landau was now refolved upon, a mea- 
fure afferted to have been againft the opinion and 
the wifhes of the Duke of Marlborough; but 
upon what grounds we cannot difcover, nor why 
our Englifh writers, with much abufe upon the 
gallant Prince of Baden, have afcribed that enter- 
prife, and the failure of a fubfequent defign, to 
moft unworthy motives in that commander. 

The fiege of Landau feems to have been per- 
fectly confiftent with the full fcope of Marlbo- 


rough’s future views of penetrating into France, | 


It was not only agreeable to found policy to foothe 
and fatisfy the Germans, who thought that con- 
queft neceffary for fecuring the Circles, and parti- 
cularly Swabia, from the incurfions of that garrifon, 
but it feems to have been neceffary to his own 
defign, The enterprifes of the French from Lan- 
: h caus 
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dau, were {till more to be apprehended on the fide 
of the Mofelle ; and might, according to all probabi- 
Jity, have occafioned ferious confequences, by inter 
rupting the Duke’s future communication with the 


‘Rhine. Accordingly, while his army covered the 


operations before that place, he detached the 
Prince of Heffe to lay fiege at the fame time to 
Traerbach, a ftrong town upon the Mofelle, not 
far from Treves; which having been reduced 
after a defperate defence, by dint of valour and 
perfeverance, large magazines were eftablifhed there 
during the winter. 

When the Prince of Baden, after an obftinate 
fiege, had entered for the fecond time as con- 
queror the ftrongly-fortified city of Landau, the 
Duke of Marlborough returned thanks to the 
troops for all their ‘ good fervices” during that 
campaign ; and when he had feen them march off 
to embark in boats and fall down the Rhine to 
their laft year’s winter- quarters, he himfelf repaired 
to Vienna, there to regulate with the Imperial 
court the meafures for the defign of the enfuing 
year. 

«© About this time came an exprefs to London 
‘¢ from Sir George Rooke to the queen, with the 
«¢ news of a fea-fight off Malaga; notifying, that 
«© he had taken Gibraltar, and defeated the French 
<¢ fleet. The marines under the command of the 
sé Prince of Heffe D’Armftadt, made an unex- 
« pected attack upon Gibraltar, The forces in 
‘© garriion were few, and not much upon their 
«guard. The citizens alfo, thinking the faints 
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cc were guardians of their city, had gone that day, 1704+ 
“ being a feftival, to a chapel out of town, and 
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were bufy at their devotions. On intelligence 
of this, the marines mounted the rocks with 
{caling ladders, and with great refolution took 
the city. Admiral Rooke being informed that 
the Count de Thouloufe* with forty fhips, 
followed by thirty gallies, had come out of 
Toulon, and was under fail towards him, pre- 
pared to meet him. As the Englifh fhips had 
been long at fea, they were not able to fail fo 
faft asthe French, neither had they any dock on 
thofe coafts where they could be cleared or refitted, 
nor even materials proper for refitting them. 
Befides all this, a great deal of their ammuni- 
tion was fpent in the taking of Gibraltar. In 
the mean time, the enemy’s fleet appeared in 


‘ fight on the 2d of September. Upon this, the 


Admirals Rooke, Shovel, and Waffenaer, re- 
folved to engage, though eight of the Dutch 
fhips had left the fleet the day before, as a con- 
voy to fome trading veffels. The French man- 
ner of fighting at fea is differene from that 
of the Englifh; the latter point their guns 
apain{t the veffels themfelves, the former aim 
their fhot at the matts, fails, and rigging. When 
the confederates perceived the enemy attempt- 
ing to cut off their van, they contracted their 
line, and prepared to bear down upon them be- 
fore the wind, which had now fhifted fo far as 





* Natural fon to Louis XIV. 
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to favour this defign. The Count de Thou- 
loufe perceiving this, left the confederates fhould 
coine to clofe action and grapple with his fhips, 
or board them by an overbearing force, or de- 
ftroy his gallies, gave the fignal for tacking 


‘about. The confederates at this critical junc- 


ture began to be in want of powder; and, as it 
often happens in fea-fights, fince the invention 
of gunpowder, there came on alfo a fudden 
calm. On thefe accounts, they could not pur- 
fue the retreating enemy. The French in this 
retreat derived great fervice from their gallies, 
which afforded conveniency for healing the 
wounded marines; and by means of which they 
were enabled with their oars and cables to tow 
the difabled fhips out of fight, and to lay them 


up in the dry-dock in Malaga, where they left 


them ftript of all their military ftores. After 
this, the reft of the L’rench fleet made back for 
the port of Toulon: the confederate fleet re- 
turned to Gibraltar: and thus this naval en- 
gagement ended without one fhip being taken 
or funk on either fide. Each fleet claimed the 
victory, and Te Deum was fung both at Lon« 
ak and Paris.  * 
¢ The poets of London, a fort of people not 
very well affected to the failors, out of preju- 
dice againft Sir George Rooke, ridiculed in 
their lampoons the conduct of this engagement, 
cs if victory had fied from one who followed 
her, and followed him who fled from her. But 
the Oxford mules magnified this, as if Rooke 
6 by 
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«¢ by his naval exploits had fhaken the pillars of 04. 
«© Flercules and the foundations of the dominions “~~~ 


<* of France; or, by the reduction of Gibraltar, 
<¢ had obtained poffeffion of the Hefperian or- 
‘© chards, which produced golden apples; and 
«© thus what was highly celebrated in the poems 
‘¢ and writings of one party, was as much ridiculed 
<¢ in the lampoons of the other; for London was 
‘¢ at this time full of fcribbling petty poets, who 
‘© with their titefome and difgufting babbling, en- 
deavoured to bring difparagement on the greateft 
<° characters *. 

The power of Great Britain had been confpi- 
cuoufly difplayed the year before. ‘That nation 
had equipped a mighty fleet of fhips of war and 
tranfports, containing a confiderable land force, 
with a view to place the Auftrian Prince upon the 
throne of Spain, fupplying him at the fame time 
with large fums of money. The force of benefits 
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conferred, and all this vifible fuperiority, could not 


prevail upon the Emperor to give the title of ma- 


jefty to Queen Anne his benefactrefs. In the letter © 


which his fon the Arch-duke prefented, he ftyled 
her Your Serenity, in the phrafe of the court of Vi- 
enna, which they continued to employ to other 
fovereigns, till their pride was bent beneath ne- 
ceffity. After the battle of Blenheim, we believe 
that this title never was employed by them to- 
wards the fovereigns of Great Britain. The year 





* Extraét from Cunningham’s Hiftory of England, written 
at that time. 
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| 1704- after the Britifh forces had taken Gibralcar, they 


not only reduced Barcelona, but conquered the 
kingdom of Valencia and Catalonia for the 
Arch-duke Charles. They were commanded 
by the Earl of Peterborough, a man of un- 
common talents. Carthagena and part of Gre- 
nada were next fubdued. The Britifh army en- 
tered Madrid, and there proclaimed the Arch- 
duke Charles King of Spain. Philip formed the 
defign of retiring to the Spanifh dominions in 
America, but the Earl of Peterborough was re- 
called; the conduct of that war fell into lefs able 
hands; Charles the Third of Spain, on the 
death of his father, and foon after of his elder 
brother, became Emperor of Germany ; and Peru 
and Mexico were not difmembered from the mo- 
narchy of Spain. | 

Although it cannot fall within the compafs of 
this fhort abftract to include all the memorable 
tranfactions which happened in Spain during this 
war, yet thofe at Alicant are too extraordinary to 
be omitted. That caftle had been blocked up 
more than four months... The garrifon confifted 
only of Hotham’s and Syburg’s regiments, which 
were not above half complete when left there two 
years before. They held out with great refolu- 
tion all the winter, notwithftanding the feverity of 
the weather, the fcarcity of provifions, and the 
annoyance of the enemy’s bombardment. The 


“Spaniards finding all other means ineffectual to re- 


duce that important fortrefs, refolved at laft to blow 
up the rock on which the caftle ftands, by a great 
mine 3 
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thine; the feveral chambers of which being prepared 
with incredible labour and induftry, the Chevalier 
D’Asfeldt caufed fifteen hundred barrels of gun- 
powder to be lodged in them, fummoned Colonel 
Syburg the governor to furrender; and to induce 
him to his meafure, gave him leave to fend out 
two of his officers to fee the condition of the mine, 
This offer was readily accepted. Asfeldt went 
himfelf with the officers to the mine; and told 
them he could not bear to let fo many brave men 
perifh under the ruins of a place they had fo gal- 
Jantly defended, and gave them twenty-four hours 
to confider of it. But the Governor being im- 
moveable in his refolution, the mine was ordered 


the next day to be fired ; which the fentinels pofted | 


oni the fide of the hill to give notice of it perceiv- 
ing, they made the appointed fignal. Upon 
this, the Governor with feveral officers walked to 
the parade, and ordered the guards to retire; 
which they had fcarcely done, when the mine was 
blown up; and with little or no noife made an 
opening in the rock on the very parade, of fome 
yards in length, and about three feet wide; into 
which the Governor, Lieutenant-Colonel Thorni- 
~ croft, Major Vignolles, and other officers, fell, and 
the opening inftantly clofing upon them, they all 
perifhed. Notwithftanding this accident, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel D’Albon of Syburg’s regiment, the 
furviving commander, refolved to hold out as long 
as he had any provifions; but the {pring which 
fupplied them with water having been dried up 
by the thock, the befieged were obliged to furren- 
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der the place at the very time when Major General 
Stanhope was come on board the fleet to relieve 
them. Purfuant to capitulation, they marched:out -’ 
on the 18th of April 1709, having been befieged 


fince the 1ft of December ; and with‘two pieces of 


cannon, and all other marks of honour, they em- 
barked on board the fleet, and were landed in 
Minorca, which, as well as Ivica and the kingdom 
of Sardinia, the Englifh under General Stanhope 
had taken and ceded to King Charles the Third. 
The French and Spaniards having laid fiege 


‘to Gibraltar, that place was defended with great 


bravery and refulution. Admiral Sir John Leake 
came from Lifbon unexpectedly with his fleet, 
burnt two French frigates and took one, and hav- 
ing reinforced the garrifon with two thoufand men, 
returned to Lifbon. Inthe end of February fol- 
lowing, Sir John Leake received advice that Poin- 
tis the French Admiral had again arrived in the 
bay of Gibraltar, with fourteen men of war, and two 
fire fhips. Quitting Lifbon for the relief of that gar- 
rifon, in his way he met Admiral Dikes, who had 
failed from England to increafe his force. By this 
addition he had a fleet of thirty men of war; and 
holding on his courfe with the utmoft expedition, 
he aifcovered five fail of the enemy making out 
of the bay to follow the reft of their fquadron, 
which went off upon the firft notice of his approach. 
He immediately gave chafe, and foon took three of 
their fhips, the Arrogant of fixty guns, the Ardent 
of fixty- fix, and the Marquife of fifty-fix: the Mag- 
nanima of feventy-four, and the Lis of eighty-fix 
guns, were run afhore, and burnt by the enemy 

: themfelves 
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themfelves near Marbella. The Spaniards lofing 
all hope of taking Gibraltar raifed the fiege. 

This was the laft effort of the French navy, and 
it was near half a century before they could again 
appear upon the ocean to yield new triumphs to the 
Britifh flag. 

The refources of France were never more ‘con- 
{picuoufly manifefted than after their defeat at Blen- 
heim. The paffion which the people of that coun- 
‘try entertain for military glory, had been gratified 
and ftrengthened during the former war. The 
whole force of that numerous people, their lives, 


their fortunes, were at the entire difpofal of their. 


King, and new armies ftarted up on every fide. 
The Duke of Marlborough took the. field early 
in April, with nearly the fame number of forces 
with which he moved from Meftricht in the former 
year. The States approved of his defigns, and con+ 
fented to a defenfive fy{tem on their own frontier. 
_ The propofed line of operation for this year ap- 
pears to have been the fame as that by which the 
ereat Auftrian and Pruffian armies lately endea- 
voured in 1792 to forward their views in France, 
The reafons of their failure the world has yet to 
learn; but the caufes why the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough’s plan was never fairly brought to trial, were 
fufficiently apparent even at that time. He was 
difappointed in his well-founded hopes of being 
joined by the German troops, not only by moft of 
thofe of the circles and Princes of the Empire, but 
alfo by the Impertalifts. So much reliance had the 
Duke upon their acting with the fame vigour and 
Ny to the common caule as they had done the 
| former 
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1705. former year, that he advanced to the Mofelle, quit- 
“=v ted the Rhine, and led his army on to Traerbach. 
Here the Duke left the army, and went to Raftadr, 
to have an interview with the Prince of Baden, who 
had fallen fick there upon his way to join the Duke ; 
poflibly from vexation that it was not in his power 
tO co-operate in the manner he expected. The 
following letters * will throw fome light upon this 

fubjed: 


The Duke of Marlborough to the Eleéior of Hanover, 
| afterwards George 1. King of England. 


Tranflation. 

« Sir, Crusenacn, May 24. 1705. 
‘© I would have done myfelf the honour of 
writing fooner to your Electoral Highnefs; but 
I could tell you: nothing pofitive, until I had 
converfed with the Prince of Baden; and he © 
having been indifpofed, I was obliged to go as 
far as Raftadt, from whence I have juft now 
returned; and.I propofe to be to-morrow at 
Treves. 

«© The principal defign of my journey was, to 
know exactly the number of troops which he 
could bring to aét in concert with us on the 
“* Mofelle ; and I acknowledge to your Electoral 
“ Highnefs that Iam but little fatisfied with my. 
© fuccefs; for all that the Prince could furnifh 
** does not amount to eleven or twelve battalions, 
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and twenty-eight fquadrons, who are to march 1705. 
in fourdays. It ts true he makes me hope that —-~~—~4 
they will be augmented in time to twenty batta- 
lions and forty fquadrons, which is {till far from 
«© what was promifed to me this winter at Vienna ; 
‘¢ fo that inftead of two armies, I fhall be obliged to 
act with one corps. The greateft difficulty will 
be to open a way from Treves, the enemy hav- 
ing feized on all the paffages of the rivers; but 
by the valour of the troops, under the bleffing 
of Heaven, I have no doubt of accomplifhing 
this end. My defign is then to attatk Saar 
Louis; and I fhall be very happy to have your 
Electoral Highnefs’s approbation of this mea- 
fure, and your advice concerning our motions ; 
and I entreat you to continue to me the honour 
of your good graces, and to be perfuaded of the 
inviolable attachment and profound refpect with 
which [I fhall always be, &c. 
«© Prince and Duke of Mar.BorouGH,” 
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Anfwer to the preceding. 
Tbe Elector of Hanover to the Duke of Marlborough, — 


Tranflation. 


«< My Lord, BruckHausen, June 4th, 1705. 

«: I am much obliged to you for the letter you 

“« wrote to me from Creutzenach the 24th of 
«¢ May, and of the trouble which you take to in- 
«© form me of the refult of your conference with 
‘¢ the Prince of Baden, and of the projects which 
¢¢ you have formed for this campaign. I think 
‘© them 
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€ them worthy of your prudence, and perfectly 


‘© conformable to the interefts of the common 
«© caufe; and the more fo, that after having taken 
«cc Saar Louis, you may go ftraight to Metz, with- 
«© out being obliged to take Thionville. I have 
«© nothing farther to fay, but wifh you fuccefs, and 
‘© as olorious a campaign as the Jaft. Noone in- 
‘«< terefts himfelf more than I do in what concerns 
‘* you, or is more fincerely than F am, &c.” 


After an unfatisfactory interview with the Prince, 
the Duke on the 26th of May returned to the 
army, which croffed the Saar at Confaarbruck on 
the third of June. From thence, after a march 
of eight hours, they came within a quarter of a 
Jeague of Sierques, near which place Marfhal 
Villars was encamped with an army of feventy 
thoufand men. 

It being too late to encamp, the troops lay on 
their arms all that night. The next morning they 
encamped at Elft, the right being at Perle near 
Sierques on the Mofelle, and the left at Hollendorp, 
within fight of the enemy’s army. Upon the ap- 
pearance of the confederates the day before, the 
enemy immediately prepared for a retreat, which 
they now put in execution, and marched from Sier- 
ques towards Conigfmacheren, poffeffing themfelves 
of a very advantageous camp, which they made 
yet ftronger by felling trees and.cafting up in- 
srenchments. Thefe oaan have been fabtangal 
indeed ! fince the traces of them are (till exifting, 


and were obferved Jaft autumn (1792) by a gallant 


Englifh 


MARLBOROUGH. 
Englith officer who attended the army of the 


emigrants *. 


In the mean time the enemy being willing to 
make the beft ufe of the Duke of Marlborough’ § 
abfence from the Netherlands, invefted and took 


the caftle of Huy, while the EleCtor of Bavaria and _ 


Marfhal Villeroi laid fiege to Liege. This difa- 
greeable news had no fooner reached the Duke’s 
army, than he received a letter from the States, 
confirming the intelligence, reprefenting the threats 
of the enemy that they would recover the former 
conquefts of the allies, and urging the neceffity of 
returning with his army to the Maefe. 

The Duke when he found that the Court of 
Vienna had receded from her engagements, and that 
the few German troops which had actually received 
orders tojoin the confederacy advanced but flowly, 
abandoned his favourite defign of befieging Saar 
Louis, an enterprife’ which was therefore never at- 


tempted. In the mean time the people of Lorraine, 


who had long fince received French troops, and 


whofe towns were held by force, had conceived 


great hopes from the Duke of Marlborough’s 
march, that he would either have puta {top to their 
‘fufferings, or that they fhould now have an oppor- 
tunity to afferc their liberty: but their hopes. were 
difappoited in the manner we have related. Of 
‘all the German forces-thofe under the Prince of 
Heffe and Duke of Wirtemberg alone had joined. 





* Captain Malcolm of the 65th, lately the Earl of Harring- 
ton’s regiment. 
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the army, which began to fuffer want; for the Ger- 
mans had alfo failed in fupplying provifions as they 
had promifed. The corn was not yetripe in the fields, 
nor was there any to be brought from: any other 
quarters. But the foldiers bore the want of bread 
with extraordinary patience, and for want of forage 
were forced to feed their horfes on the leaves of 
trees *. The Germans faid all things were prepared, 
were coming, were juft at hand, but they performed 
nothing. At laft they notified the death of the 


Emperor Leopold, which they pretended was the 


caufe of their delay. The Duke, now finding the 
difficulty of fubfifting an army in a ruined country, 
and the impracticability of attacking Marfhal Vil- 
lars, who, befides his fuperiority of numbers, was 
potted in an inacceffible camp, refolved at laft to 
march to the reliefof Liege. He decamped on the 
37th of June, and moved towards Traerbach ; 
where it was refolved in a council of war, that the 
forces under his command fhould move back to 
the Maefe; and leaving feven thoufand of the 
troops of the palatinate in the pay of England 
and Holland, for the fecurity of Traerbach, 
under the command of Lieutenant- general Aubach 
the army marched back, and raifed the fiege of the 
citadel of Liege. General Aubach, as if he meane 
to put it out of the Duke’s power to refume the 


defign of penetrating into France that way, burnt 


all his magazines upon the firft motion of the 
French towards him without waiting for orders ¢, and 
the Duke of Marlborough fent fruitlefs complaints 
to the Court of Vienna. © 





* Cunningham. + Biograph. Brit. 
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Ie may now be worthy of our confideration 
upon what grounds the Englifh hiftorians have 
almoft vuniverfally imputed to the Prince of 


Baden the failure on the part of the Germans. | 


There appears no reafon to fuppofe that this ex- 
cellent executive officer had any influence in the 
cabinet of the Imperial Court. May we not find 
a more eafy and more natural folution of the quef- 
tion, in the circumftance of Prince Eugene being a 


native of Italy ? That country, even in its modern 


{tate of degradation, produces a general from time to 
time, to remind the world of ancient Rome. Mon- 
recuculi was one of thofe few, and to him fucceeded 
Prince Eugene. He was a grandfon of Charles Ema- 
nuel, Duke-of Savoy; and this great man, who, in 
conjunction with the Duke of Marlborough, refcued 
the Houfe of Auftria from imminent danger, who 
' afterwards fingly confirmed the power of the Impe- 
rial {cepter, and fhook the empire of the Otto- 
mans even to its center, feems not to have been ex- 
empted from the almoft exclufive predilection for 
his own country, which Italians generally poffefs. 
‘We have feen what influence be exerted in the Im- 
perial cabinet. We have feen that he had power 
to remove the Prefident of the Council of War at 
Vienna; and we know that for a confiderable time 
he diverted almoft the whole Auftrian force after 
the death of the Emperor Leopold to the Italian 
dominions of the new Emperor Jofeph. In confe- 
quence of the viftory which the Duke of Marl- 
borqugh gained at Ramillies the following year, 
the fuccefs of Prince Eugene ac Turin, and the 

farther 
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farther efforts of the.confederates, not only Savoy, 
Eugene’s native country, but the whole of Italy 
was completely cleared of the French. We fhall 
neither attempt to cenfure nor to juftify Eugene, — 
nor fhall we do more than barely enumerate the 
Jeading features of the great events which happened 
in the farther profecution of the war. 

Huy was retaken on the rath of July, and the 
Duke, againft the opinion of the Dutch Generals, 
attacked and forced the French lines of Tirlemont 
at Heigelfheim. The French troops fled with pre- 
cipitation ; twelve hundred of them were killed, 
‘and two thoufand taken. The Duke followed 
their army to the new camp upon the river Ifche, 
but was prevented by the Dutch deputies from 
attacking them again. He wrote to the States, 


complaining of their want of confidence ;“ and the 


feafon elapfed without any. farther material event. 
Next year Marfhal Villerpi had encamped his 
army near the river Maine, not far from Tirlemont, 
at Ramillies, a village which became as famous as 
that of Blenheim. He prevented the Duke’s de- 
fign of forcing his camp, and drew up his army, 


_confifting of feventy-fix battalions, and one hundred 
-and thirty-two fquadrons. His difpofition has 
-been much cenfured. Hisleft was behind a marfh 
-where they could not act. Marlborough imme- 


diately faw the fault, drew a confiderable body 
from his right to reinforce his left wing, and at- 


tacked the tight ofthe French army. The French 


did not refift half an hour; they were totally routed. 


“The confederates had not two thoufand men killed 


and 
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All Bavaria and the Electorate of Cologne had ~ 


been che fruit of the victory at Blenheim, and the 
whole of the Spanifh Netherlands fell in confequence 
of that-of Ramillies. The cities of ‘Louvain, 
Mechlin, Bruflels, Antwerp, Ghent, Bruges, and 
many leffer places fubmitted; and King Charles 
of Spain was proclaimed in all of them. . Oftend 
alfo furrendered after a fhore fiege. In the former 
age it had held out three years.. Menin was in- 
vetted; a place where nothing was wanting that art 
could contrive.to make it impregnable ; it was. de- 
fended by fix thoufand men, and notwithftanding 
a vigorous refiftance, the confederates made them- 
felves matters of it in eighteen days from the 
opening of the trenches. ‘The allies had become. 
very expert in carrying on fieges, and fpared no 
coft that was neceffary for difpatch. Dendermonde 
and Ath were alfo befieged and taken. Propofals 
of peace. were’ made by the French, who tried to 
_ prevail upon Charles XIT. of Sweden to be a medi- 
ator. He replied, that if the confederates would alfo 
apply to him, he would ufe his endeavours: but they 
would not liften to the terms of France through any 
channel. 


_ Anexpedition was fitted out confifting of no lefs 
than ten thoufand infantry, whereof one half were 
troops from Ireland, compofed of French refugees, 
(at leaft the officers were entirely of that defcription, ) 


~ with twelve hundred cavalry, and. a great train of 


artillery. The Dutch fhips having joined near 
Plymouth on the 13th of Auguft, next day the 
whole fleet of one hundred and fifty fail was 

i forced 
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_ miffion of Lieutenant-general of the forces deftined 
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forced into Torbay, where a council of war was 
held on board the fhip of the Admiral, Sir Cloudefly 
Shovel. The land forces were commanded by 
Savage Earl of Rivers, who found, on opening his 
orders, that he was authorifed to examine a cer- 
tain French Marquis of the name of Guifcard, at 
whofe fuggeftion the expedition was undertaken, 
the objet of which even at this day remains a myf- 
tery. Ic is faid that this enthufiaftic Frenchman 
had perfuaded Mr. Henry St. John, the fecretary 
at war, afterwards Lord Bolingbroke, (who had but 
too much influence in the cabinet of Queen Anne’s 


‘government, ) that a powerful body of proteftants 


were ready in France to join the Englifh forces. 
The council of war, to their great furprife, found 
that he was in poffeffion of no fubftantial docu- 
ments, and could produce nothing but a few 
vague correfpondencies, in no degree fufficient to 
juftify the undertaking. It feems ftrange indeed, 


that England and Holland fhould have made fo 


great an armament upon fo weak a foundation. 
The refugees were difembarked, the reft were fent 


to Spain. Whatever were the views of Guifcard, - 


he was difappointed, for he had received the com- 


for that expedition ; and having been apprehended 
fome time afterwards in London for correfponding 
with the enemy, he ftabbed Mr. Harley the fecre- 
tary of {tate with a penknife in the breaft, but not 
mortally, as he was interrogating him in the council 
chamber. He had firft defired to fpeak in private 
with Mr. St. John, who was prefent in the council ; 

and 
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arid when: his requeft was refufed, he made his blow 1706: 
at Mr. Harley, faying, 7’em veux donc a toi, Have “—? 
at you then.”” The blade of the knife broke upon his 
breaft-bone, and the affaffin fome days after died of 
the wounds he received in the fcuffle to fecure him. 
He enjoyed a penfion of three hundred pounds a 
year from the Britifh government at the time wher 
this tranfaction took place; and the only caufe of 
diffatisfaction he had with Mr. Harley was, that he 
had refufed to apply for a larger penfion for him. 
Mr. Harley was foon afterwards created Earl of 
Oxford, 

The great fuccefs of the confederates in the me- 1907, 
morable campaign of the former year, and the 
many misfortunes of the French, raifed great expec- 
tations that the time was come when their perfidy 
and. cruelty were about to fuffer the punifhment 
which they merited ; but the events of this year’s 
campaign produced a contrary effect, and proved 
unfortunate to the confederates. The French 
fuddenly evacuated the Miulanefe, fending from 
thence a confiderable body of veteran troops into 
Spain to the affiftance of King Philip, whofe army 
thereby had the fuperiority, and gained the battle 
of Almanza, where the French and Spaniards were 
commanded by Marfhal Berwick, natural fon of 
James the fecond, a general whofe talents have 
been compared to thofe of Marlborough, to ) whom 
he was nearly related. 

In Flanders the French, under the Duke of 
Vendofme, prudently avoided an action, and ma- 
naged their motions fo well, that they furnifhed the 
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Duke with no opportunity of attacking them. The 
Impertalifts conquered Naples: their expedition 
thither occafioned the failure of that againft Toulon, 
where the troops, which were of the Imperial army 
only, were commanded by Prince Eugene and the 
Duke of Savoy. Sir Cloudefly Shovel, admiral of: 
the fleet, was loft. on the rocks of Scilly on his re- 
turn, with his whole fhip’s crew, and thofe of two 
others of his fleet: the reft had a marrow efcape. 

An attempt fomewhat extraordinary was made 
by the French in the beginning of the following 
year :—An endeavour to carry the war into Great 
Britain, when they found it difficult to fupport it 
elfewhere, had an air of grandeur much to the tafte 
of that people. Their defign was to land the Pre- 
tender at Leith with twelve battalions. General 
Cadogan brought ten battalions from Oftend to 
England, and began his march to Scotland, which 
proved unneceffary. Sir George Byng gave chace 
to their fleet, and took one of them, called the Sa- 
lifbury, of fixty-four guns: the reft- made their 
efcape to Dunkirk, 

The advantages gained by the French the year 
before, prompted them to make ftill greater efforts 


‘to recover their former fuperiority ; and indeed 


their forces in this year feemed to be more nu- 
merous than ever, efpecially in the Netherlands. 
The Duke of Burgundy was appointed generalif- 


fimo, with the Duke of Vendofme to a& under him. 


The Duke of Berry and the Pretender accompa- 
nied him. The Duke of Marlborough met Prince 
[cugene early this year i at ane Hague, and went 

from 
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from thence to the army, which he joined at An- 
dernach near Bruffels, where he employed fome 
days in reviewing the troops. He had the fatif- 
faction to find that the refpective bodies were all 
complete, the men in excellent order, animated 
with the remembrance of their former victories, 
and eager to engage an enemy that had become 
defpicable in their eyes. 

The French had certainly in view the recovery of 
what they had loft; but it was by their ufual method 
of treachery; and they: found means to practife 


_ upon fome of the chief inhabitants of Ghent, 


Bruges, and Antwerp,, who promifed to open their 
gates to France and Spain as foon as they had an 
opportunity. They accordingly took poffeffion 
of Ghent and Bruges, which the Burghers had 
undertaken to defend. They hoped to have met 
with the fame fuccefs at Damme; but this place 
being fortified-and garrifoned, they were obliged to 
retire. 


This {mall advantage, and the defence of the weak | 


citadel of Ghent by Sir Richard Tempelton’s regi- 
ment under Major Labene,which detained their army 
three days, proved the occafion of their own much 
greater Jofs. They likewife fuppofed they might 
furprife or reduce Oudenarde, the only pafs the 
confederates had now on the Scheld, before Prince 
Eugene could join the Duke. But the Prince ar- 
rived with a fmall efcort, and contrary to their ex- 
pectations, the Duke did not wait for the arrival of 
the Imperial forces ; but although the enemy had a 
fuperiority of twelve thoufand, he attacked them at 

i 3 Oudenarde. 
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Oudenarde. The battle was brought on by a va- 
riety of able movements; for the French had no 


‘defign to engage. The Duke of Vendofme was 


again{t fighting, but was obliged to yield in all things 
to the Duke of Burgundy, a Prince of the blood, 
who had noexperience, and who, notwithftanding the 
interpofition of the court, made it a point to thwart 
Vendofme in every thing *. It was in this battle 


that the Electoral Prince of Hanove., afterwards 


King George the fecond, gave diftingui‘hed proofs 
of his early valour, charging {word in hand at the 
head of a fquadron of his father’s dragoons, and 
breaking to pieces the French regiment of infantry 
of la Bretefche. The French fought better than 
they had yet done. 

They endeavoured to oatliate their defeat, and 
affected in their accounts to reprefent it as a drawn 
battle, for which they had no other pretence than 
that of having faved their baggage: a ridiculous 
fubterfuge, fince it had been fent away before the en-~ 
gagement. Seven hundred of the enemy’s officers 
and feven thoufand privates made prifoners, one 
hundred ftandards or colours, ten kettle drums 
taken, and the field of battle of which the .confede- 
rates remained matters, were evidences on their part 
of an indifputable victory. The loweft calculation 
given by the French themfelves, allows their lofs 


to have been ten thoufand men; but others make 


it amount to nineteen thoufand four hundred. 
Prince Eugene expreffed preat fatisfaction in leading 
on the Britifh troops,whom he faw perform wonders. 
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While the confederates expected their heavy can- 
non to undertake an important fiege, feveral of their 
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detachments laid the countries of Picardy and Ar- | 


tois under contribution. They fell in with eight 


hundred horfe near Lens, part of the army from 


Alface advancing under the Duke of Berwick, and 
killed or took the greater part of them. On the 
other fide, the French made an incurfion into Dutch 
Flanders, and plundered and burnt above a hun- 
dred houfes belonging to the farmers and peafants. 
Eugene’s army having formed their junction 
with Marlborough, that of the Duke of Burgundy 
was alfo greatly reinforced, and not only France 
but all Europe was furprifed to hear that the con- 
federates had now undertaken the fiege of Lifle. 
That extenfive and ftrongly-fortified city was filled 
with every thing neceflary for a long and vi. 
gorous defence. Marfhal Boufflers commanded 
twenty-one battalions of the beft troops of France 
within the place, amounting to fourteen thoufand 
men. The lofs of Ghent had cut off the commue- 


nication of the confederate army with their great — 


magazines at Antwerp ; and Vendofme faid, he did 


noc think that fuch generals as Marlborough and _ 
Eugene would venture upon fo rafh an enterprife - 


in prefence of an army fuperior in numbers to their 
own. The confederates having brought a great 
convoy of provifions and warlike ftores from. Bruf- 
fels to Menin, Lifle was invefted by fifty battalions, 
whereof fix were Imperialifts, nine were of the Pa- 
latinate, five Heffian, and thirty Britifh and Dutch. 
Prince Eugene came before the place on one fide, 
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1708. and the Prince of Orange on the other. Four 
Avg. 23. thoufand workmen opened the trenches, and worked 


for two hours, without being difcovered, with fuch 
expedition, that when the enemy opened their batte- 
ries upon them, they were already fo well covered, 
that only fifteen men were killed or wounded. 

So great was the mifunderftanding among the 
French commanders, or fuch their awe of the con. 
federates, that they formed no enterprize of im- 
portance againft the large convoys coming to the 
fiege, except upon one from Oftend, which General 
Webb repulfed with great conduct at Wynen- 
dale. “Iwo other convoys afterwards arrived from 
thence without interruption. No attack was made 
upon the lines of the confederates, nor upon the 
covering army of the Duke of Marlborough. The 
Duke of Burgundy at length quitted the fiege, and 
Vendofme cut off the communication with Oftend, 
by breaking down the dykes at Leffinghen, and 
Jaying the country under water. He alfo deftroyed 
the intercourfe with Bruffels ; but it was now too late. 

The batteries of the befiegers, confifting of fifty 
pieces of cannon and twenty mortars, are faid to 
have opened their fire on the 26th of Auguft* ; 
but this we deem to have been impoffible ; nor can 
we learn from any information that has fallen in our 
way, at what diftance the befiegers firft broke 
ground. Itis moft probable that only a few guns 
opened on that day, a mode of attack which has fince 
been exploded ; it being now confidered as impru- 
* Tindal. 
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dent to accuftom the enemy gradually to your 1708. - 
‘enema pecan 


fire. | 

On the feventh of September the counterfcarp 
was attacked, and carried by ftorm, notwith{tanding 
there were two hundred men from each regiment of 
the garrifon pofted in it. The befiegers lodged 
themfelves in the covert way, although the enemy’s 
fire, and three mines which they fprang, killed and 
wounded no lefs than one thoufand men. In the 
night between the roth and 11th of September, the 
garrifon made a fortie, which was repulfed with con- 
fiderable lofs. Prince Eugene was wounded by a 
mufquet ball, which pierced his hat and grazed his. 
left eye. The Duke,-together with Auguftus King 
of Poland, vifited the Prince in his quarters, and 
with difficulty prevailed upon him to keep his 
chamber for a few days; during which time the 
Duke fuftained the weight of command, both of 
the fiege and of his own army. 

Marthal Boufflers having found means to ac- 
quaint the Duke of Vendofine that his ammunition 
was much diminifhed in quantity in confequence 
of the expenditure, this preffing neceffity caufed the 
enemy to venture on a bold attempt. The Che- 
valier de Juuxemburg and Monfieur Tournefort 
advanced in the night of the 28th of September, 
with a body of horfe and dragoons, each man hav- 
ing behind him a bag of forty pounds of gun- 
powder. ‘They moved along the caufeway from 
Doway, and were challenged by ay out-guard of 
one hundred horfe. They anfwered that they 
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belonged to the ales, and were conducting 


tev prifoners to their camp. A fubaltern officer 


O&. 22. 


advancing to examine them, they judged it impof- 
fible to conceal themfelves longer, and there- 
fore rode full gallop along the caufeway towards 
the town fo clofely purfued, that the befieged 
were cautious of opening the barrier. A conteft 
enfued ; and either from the mufquetry, or from 
the horfes feet ftriking fparks from the pave- 
ment, fire was communicated to feveral of the bags 
of powder, and upwards of one hundred men pe- 
rifhed by the explofion. Three hundred got fafe 
into the town with their feafonable fupply, while a 
number, who could not gain admiffion, threw down 
their bags ; at which time itis fuppofed the horfes 
fhoes ftriking upon the caufeway occafioned the ac- 
cident of fetting fire to the gunpowder, different 
explofions having been heard at fome diftance of 
time. About forty of thefe gallant foldiers were 
taken prifoners. 

On the 21ft of October, the befiegers opened all 
their batteries with fo much fuccefs, that next 
day the garrifon capitulated for the town. The 
governor and four thoufand five hundred men re- 
tired into the citadel, againft which a new fiege 
was commenced. In the town there were found 
about two thoufand fick and wounded, fo that the 
enemy’s lofs was fuppofed to have been near to 
feven thoufand men. That of the allies is men- 
tioned at eight thoufand, Both parties had ex- 
pended nearly all their ammunition, The ap- 
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proaches were now carried on by fap and mining; 
and on the 14th of November the befiegers made 
themfelves matters of the counterfcarp. The French 
had given it out every where, that the confederates 
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would be obliged to decamp for want of provifions, _ 


- and that they certainly would not find it poffible to 
seduce the citadel. The affailants now erected 
their batteries upon the firft counterfcarp, but with- 
out intending to fire from thence until they gained 
the fecond; which having done, after draining the 
ditch, the governor, whofe ammunition was almoft 
exhaufted, furrendered before the batteries began 


to fire, on the eighth of December. This was the Dec. 8. 


fevereft winter in the memory of man, yet the fol- 
diers did their duty in the trenches in the froft and 
fnow with admirable patience. | 

Jn the mean time the Elector of Bavaria formed 
‘an attack upon Bruffels. Having fummoned the 
governor, General Pafchal, he replied, ‘« that he 
«© was forry he had not the honour of being known 
*¢ to his Electoral Highnefs ; that he durft affure 
<«¢ him he would do all that a man of honour ought 
*5 to do, and that he was fatisfied with his garrifon.” 
A cannonade and bombardment then commenced. 
Marlborough and Eugene, leaving the citadel of 
Lifle, obliged the Elector to decamp. They after- 
wards retook Ghent and Bruges, with which events 
the operations of this year concluded.- 

During the winter a congyefs was opened at the 
Hague by all the belligerent powers, to treat of 


peace ; and after much difcuffion, the French feemed | 
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to comply with every one of the articles infifted 
upon by the confederates—to reftore the whole 
Spanifh monarchy and all the places in the Nether- 
Jands except Cambray and St. Omers; to yield 
Dunkirk to England, or to demolifh the fortifi- 
Cations ; to give up what they poffeffed of New- 
foundiand; to abandon the Pretender; to refign 
to the Emperor Alface and all claims to Landau. 
In England, at this time, the foundation of Marl- 
borough-houfe was laid near St. James’s Palace, 
by order of the Duchefs, and a broad ftone was 
built in the front of it, with the words anno pacifico, 
cut upon it in large letters. The infcription con- 
firmed many people in the hope of a fpeedy peace; 
but when it was difcovered neither to be good Latin, 
nor truth, it was ordered to be obliterated *, 


Many reafons have been affigned why thefe con- 
ditions did not receive the ultimate confent of 
France. It has been alleged, that Louis never was 
fincere, but had given way to one demand after 
another merely to encourage the further pretenfions 
of the confederates. Nothing could exceed the 
diftrefs of France at this time; but the court re- 
prefenting the terms prefcribed by the confederates 
as fcarcely lefs ruinous and difgraceful than the 
evils apprehended from a continuance of hoftilities, 
made the whole negotiation public, and found 
means to remove the defpair of the people, by 
touching their pride: they prepared for a renewal 
of the war. 
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We cannot here enter into the accufations with 
which the two parties in England, of the Whigs 
and Tories, have blackened each other; nor is it 
eafy to comprehend how any motives could pro- 
duce fo great a degree of animofity, as to make 
public men lofe fight of all confiderations but 
- thofe of perfonal intereft and ambition. 

The battle of Malplaquet was fought this year ; 
one of the moft bloody in modern hiftory ; in which 
the confederates had fix thoufand five hundred men 
killed, and above twelve thoufand wounded. Ie 
was the laft ftake of the French, and defpair made 
them fight like men. Marfhal Villars, who com- 
manded the French army, was the belt officer be- 
yond all queftion among their troops during that 
war. It is true, that they had fomewhat fewer 
men killed and wounded than the allies; but they 
loft fixteen cannon, forty-fix colours or ftandards, 
and feveral thoufand prifoners. After the battle, 
the confederate generals, upon: viewing the advan- 
tageous pofts and ftrong works from whence they. 
had driven the enemy, were themfelves aftonifhed 
to fee what difficulties they had furmounted. 
Tournay and Mons were taken; the former place 
was looked upon as one of the ftrongeft fortreffes 
in the Low Countries, and the citadel was the mafter- 
_ piece of Surville, the officer appointed to defend 
it. The trenches were opened in the night of the 
27th of June; and though Marfhal Villars made 
feveral attempts before the battle, either to fuccour 
the place or to raife the fiege, they proved inef- 
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fectual; fo that on the 20th of July the town was 
furrendered, and the garrifon retired into the cita« 


del. Upon this a negotiation was fet on foot, with | 


a view to gain time, for which reafon the Duke 
would grant no terms, and they were obliged to 
furrender prifoners of war on the roth of Auguft. 
The trenches were opened before Mons on the 
15th of September, and the place capitulated. on 
the roth of Odtober. 

The treatment which the Duke experienced ‘in 
England at this time did not render his ftay there 
agreeable to him; and as foon as all things could be 
fettled, he went to the Hague towards the latter end 
of February, where he met Prince Eugene, and 
foon after fet out for the army near Tournay. ‘The 
firtt movement of importance was the entering:of 
the French lines, and this was done without any 
lofs. The fiege of Doway was next refolved upon, 
and the place was invefted on the 12th of April. 
Tt was naturally ftrorfe, had been fortified with great 
fkill, was well provided with every thing, had a gars 
rifon of eight thoufand good troops, commanded 
by the Marquis of Albergotti, an Italian. nobleman 
of great merit and long fervice. There was no 
place better defended during the whole war; ahd 
notwithftanding that the frege was often interrupted 
by an army under Marfhal Villars, the place was 
forced to furrender on the 22d of June. The 
French then retired within their new lines, and 


’ Prince Eugene invefted Bethune on the 4th of 


July, The place was ftrong, the garrifon nume- 
rous, 
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-rous, and the governor a man of experience and 
valour, who defended it till the 17th of Augutt. 
The enemy ftill continuing to decline an engage- 
ment, the army invefted Aire and St. Venant in 
oneday. Thetrenches were opened before the 
latter on the sth of September ; and though it was 
remarkably well protected by nature, lying in a 
-morafs, and defended by a numerous garrifon, yet 


it alfo capitulated onthe 18th. The fiege of Aire 


was a work of greater difficulty. The garrifon, 
confifting of eight thoufand men, was commanded 
by Lieutenant-general Guebriant, who had under 
him a major-general and feven brigadiers, fuftained 
the attack till the 3oth of Otober, and furrendered 
upon honourable conditions. The army then went 
into winter-quarters, after having fuffered great lofs 
in thefe four fieges, and the Duke returned to 
England. 

An exterior civility, which had the appear- 
ance of a good underftanding, being eftablifhed be- 
tween the Duke and the new miniftry, and the 
Queen having written to the States General in very 
gracious terms concerning the confidence fhe re- 
pofed in him; he went over foon after to the Hague, 
and there met Prince Eugene, with whom he re- 
turned to the army, refolved to convince all Eu- 
rope that no perfonal refentment fhould prevent his 
fupporting the common caufe, and profecuting 
the war with vigour and effect fo long as he con- 
tinued at the head of the confederates. Villars 
again commanded the French army. The Duke, 
from the firft opening.of the campaign, propofed to 
himfelf the getting within the French lines, which 
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1711. Villars declared to be impenetrable; he propofed 
t= alo to offer the enemy battle ; and if it were found 
impoffible to force them to fight, to reduce by fiege 
that fortrefs, which would contribute moft to open a 
paffage into France. It was with thefeirtentions that 
he attacked and made himfelf mafter of the little 
poft of Arleux, marching the confederate army 
through the plains of Lens, that if the enemy had 
any intention of fighting,. they might have a fair 
opportunity; but both {chemes were difappointed ; 
for Villars would not hazard a battle, nor did the 
pofleffion: of Arleux anfwer the purpofe expected 
from it. Marlborough however contrived to beat ° 
him in his own way, by ftratagem. In other cam- 
paigns he had exceiled all other generals ; but fore- 
feeing it would be his laft, in‘ this he excelled him- 
felf. Seeming to abandon his defign, he ordered 
fafcines to be cut, went himfelf with all the general 
officers to view the enemy’s difpofitions, and made 
his own in fuch a manner, that there was not a man 
in his army who did .not expect a battle the next 
morning; bur at the clofe of the evening on the 
eath of July, he marched off without beat of 
drum or found of trumpet, having before ordered 
General Cadogan to pafs the Senfett at Arleux 
with twenty-three battalions and feventeen fqua- 
drons. This feint caufed Marfhal Villars to re- 
call every one of his detachments, from the appre- 
henfion of being attaclced in his camp; as he was at 
Malplaquet: but as foon as he was. informed of 
the march of the confederates, he perceived the 
deceit. The Duke gaincd his objeét, which was 
| the 
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the invefting of Bouchain. — This he did contrary 
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to the fentiments of all that were about him, who “7 


thought it impoffible that he fhould take a fortrefs,. 
ftrong by fituation, well garrifoned as well as ex- 
cellently fortified, and with which it was hardly pol- 
fable to cut off the enemy’s communication. The 
Duke however was determined, and the place was 
invefted on the ift of Auguft. This fiege was 
apparently a trial of fkill between the two generals, 
and it muit be allowed that Marthal Villars gave 
the cleareft proofs of his capacity in the courfe of 
it; but the bravery of the troops of the confede- 
rates, anumated by the prefence of their general, 


who was every where in perfon, carried all before — 


them ; and, contrary to the expectation both of 
friends and enemies, the place was yielded up on 
the 17th of September, and upon the worft terms 
poffible, for the Duke would grant no other than 
that of furrendering at difcretion. 

This was the laft enterprize of the Duke of 
Marlborough, who never fought a battle that he 


did not gain, nor ever befieged a ‘town which he 
did nat take. 


And now when the French were reduced to the 
Jaft extremity, when almoft every barrier of their 
kingdom was taken, Marlborough was ignomi- 
nioufly traduced at home, deprived of the com- 
mand of the army, and even forced to fly his coun- 
try, of which he had been the ornament and de- 
fence: this was done by a fet of profligate men, 


who had infinuated themfelves into the favour of — 


their Queen, now fallen into a declining ftate of 
| mind 
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mind and body, while they were at this time car- 
rying on a fcandalous underhand treaty with the 
enemy. and difturber of the peace of Europe *. 
The grand queftion ‘which divided the two poll- 
tical parties was nothing lefs than whether the bro- 
ther. of Queen Anne fhould be reftored at her 
death. Itis certain that the Queen herfelf was not 


averfe to this arrangement, although there is no 


doubt that he was as bigotted a Roman Catholic 
as his father, and was certainly under the dominion 
and controul of France. How this queftion came 
to be blended with that of the war, it would be 
difficult to explain. Prince Eugene came to Eng- 
land to take meafures for the profecution of hof- 
tilities. He fairly fpoke his mind of the whole 
of the leading men. That they feented to him 
like thofe vain people of old, who had employed 
themfelves in building the Tower of Babel; that 
there were not three among them that agreed 
either in fentiment or language ; and that he per- 
ceived the greateft_ number of them looked only for 
power and emolument. Thefe political men had 
the misfortune of living at a conjuncture when the 


he RS SDS 


* It was to thofe very men that the following lines of the 
fatyrift alluded : 


Did they, Britannia’s fares, to enfure, 
Expofe her naked to be moft fecure ? 
Did they make parties oppofite unite 
In monftrous leagues of amicable fpite 
To curfe theircountry ; while their common cry 
Was freedom? but their aim the Miniftry. 
Gartu’s Difsenfary, Canto v. 
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broad line of their duty perhaps did not lie vite 


ftraight before them. 
A new congrefs for peace had been held at Ger- 


‘truydenberg. The Dutch affected to treat the 


Embaffadors of France with great contempt. 
They chofe that their firft confefences fhould be 
held in one of thofe very villages, which, with fod 
much wanton cruelty, had been burnt and pillaged 
by the French during the former war, and, as if 
ftudying to infult them, they. obliged the king’s 
firft minifter to repair to them in perfon. There 
are few examples of fo much pride meeting with fo 


‘much humiliation. After fome time paffed in ne- 


gotiating, the French in good earneft yielded to 
every one of the terms propofed in the former 
congrefs. Their king not only confented to with- 
draw his forces from the Spanifh dominions, and to 


-give up the: Netherlands, and comply with all the 


other demands, but even to pay to the confederates 
a fubfidy of a million of livres. per month, till his 
grandfon Philip fhould be driven from Spain. The 


demands of the confederates, particularly of the 
Dutch, ftill rofe. It was infifted that the French 


forces fhould be employed in conjunétion with thofe 
of the confederates for that purpofe. The king, 
with a becoming fpirit, at length replied, That 
he would rather make war againft his enemies than 


againft his own children, and would fooner affemble 
- his nobles, and perifh at their head. | 


Had either the confederates or the French pof- 
feffed the leaft fufpicion that Marlborough would 
be recalled, fuch demands on one fide would nor 

} ka | have 
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have been made, nor fuch conceffions granted on 
the other. At this ttme an obfcure man came 
from London to Paris, got admiffion to the mi- 
nifter, faid he came privately from the court of 
London, and afked if the king and the French na- 
tion withed for peace? This, as a French hiftorian 
expreffes it, was like afking a dying-man if he 
wifhed to live*. 

The Duke of Marlborough having fuddenly 
received his difmiffion, wrote ihe following letter 
to Queen Anne: 

«s Madam, 

«* J am very fenfible of the honour your Ma- 
‘« jefty does me in difmiffing me from your fervice 
«* by a letter from your own hand, though I find 
by it that my enemies have been able to prevail 
«© with your Majefty to do it in the manner that is 
‘© moft injurious to me. And if their malice and 
‘* inveteracy againft me had not been more power- 
ful with them than the confideration of your 
Majefty’s honour and juftice, they would not 
have influenced you to impute the occafion of 
my difmiffion to a falfe and malicious infinuation, 
invented by themfelves, and made public when 
there was no opportunity for me to give in my 
anfwer, which they muft needs be confcious 
would fully detect the falfehood and malice of 
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for bringing your Majefty to pauen extremities 
<* againit me. 

‘¢ But] ammuch more concerned atan expreflion 
in your Majefty’s letter, which feemsto complain of 
the treatment you had met with. I know not how 
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to make of it. I know I have always endea- 
voured to ferve your Majefty faithfully and zea- 
“ loufly, through a great many undeferved mor- 
“© tifications. But if your Majefty does intend by 
that expreffion to find fault with my not coming 
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knowledge that my duty to your: Majefty and 
my country would not give me leave to join in 
the counfel of a man who in my opinion puts 
your Majetty upon all manner of extremities. 
And it is not my opinion only, but the opinion 
of all mankind, that the friendfhip of France 
mutt needs be deftructive to your Majefty; there 
«* being in that court a root of enmity irreconcile- 
«¢ able to your Majefty’s government, and the 
religion of thefe kingdoms. I wifh your Ma- 
«© jefty may never find the want of fo faithful a 
<< fervant as I have always endeavoured to ap- 
<* prove myfelf to you. I am with the greateft 
<¢ duty and fubmiffion, | 


«< Madam, 
<* Your Majefty’s moft dutiful, 
‘© And obedient fubject, 
« MARLBOROUGH.” 
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~The infinuations to which the Duke alluded in 
the foregoing letter, related to a clamour which 
had been induftrioufly raifed on account of certain 
_ perquifites paid by the contractors of the confe- 
derate army to the Commander in Chief; whether 

k 3 ftrictly 


to underftand that word, nor what conftruéction | 


to the cabinet council, I am very free to ac-’ 
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ftrictly juftifiable or not, it was nonewcutftom, but had 
always been paid to. whoever commanded the army 
of the ftates. This accufation was a mere handle 
and pretence, but the party eon it quite a differ- 
ent colour. 

The Duke thought proper to retire foon dee. 
wards from a country where his enemies and thofe 
of the ftate had at this time obtained the afcendancy. 
Upon the acceffion of his Majefty King George the 
Firft, in little more than two years, contrary to 
the defigns of that party, his enemies were obliged 
to fly; andthe Duke of Marlborough was again 


reftored to all his dignities, of Captain General: 


and Commander in Chief of all the Land Forces, 
Colonel of the Firft Regiment of Foot Guards, 
and Mafter-general of the Ordnance. 

Had the party, which prevailed when the Duke 
was fuperfeded, poffeffed the fmalleft {park of love 
for their country, at leaft they would have made 
peace before that event; but the Duke of Ormond 


fucceeded in the command of the army, with or- 


ders that tied his hands. Nothing was done; and 
when Prince Eugene came with a larger body of 
Germans than any that had yet appeared in the 
field, the Britifh troops were fuddenly called home, 
and that too at atime when an engagement was ex- 
pected with the French under Villars. ‘The death 
of the Emperor Jofeph, furnifhed a plaufible pre- 
tence, as Charles the Third King of Spain was 
now become Emperor of Germany. Thofe 


German troops who were in the pay of Britain, | 


refpfled 
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refufed to obey the Duke of Ormond when he or- !7!2- 
dered them to withdraw with him, They remained 

with Prince Eugene. The battle of Denain was July 24- 
fought foon afterwards. The confederates were 
beaten, with the lofs of near four thoufand men; 

which faved France, and gave a different turn to 

the war. It dragged on for fome time, till peace 1713. 
was concluded at Utrecht ; in which Great Britain March31. 
was the fole arbitrefs. It was in her power to have 
clipped the wings of the bird of prey in fuch a 
manner that fhe never could again have difturbed 

the peace of the world. 


_ Thus much at leaft was gained :—the King of | 
Spain was obliged to relinquifh all pretenfions of 
fucceeding to the throne of France, and of uniting 
thofe two great monarchies. The dominion of the 
Mediterranean was fecured to Great Britain, by 
obtaining Gibraltar and Minorca. She forced 
France to relinquifh all pretenfions to Newfound- 
land, to cede Hudfon’s Bay, Nova Scotia, and the 
Ifand of St. Chriftopher’s. She obliged the French 
king to acknowledge the proteftant fucceffion; and 
not only to ceafe to protect, but even to abandon the 
Pretender. She. reduced him to the humiliating © 
neceffity of deftroying Dunkirk, whofe very ruins 
were to remain as a monument of his difgrace. As 
the jaft triumph over his pride, fhe terrified him 
into conceffions to the Duke of Savoy, ‘whom of 
all the allies he hated the moft. | 

The Emperor chofe to continue the ‘war fome 
time longer, and loft Landau, which Marfhal 
Villars retook; and Strafbourg, which he might 

= have 
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i713. have obtained, had he acceded to the peace of 
“~~ Utrecht. He at length concluded a treaty at 
' -  Raftade; by which the Electors of Bavaria and 
Cologne had their dominions reftored to them ; 
but Spain was deprived of all her poffeffions in the 
Netherlands. France was forced to fubmit to 
the farther mortification of feeing thofe rich pro- 
vinces difmembered from the territories of her: 
favoured ally, and of beholding the aggrandize- 
ment of her enemy the Emperor, who obtained the 

ereater part of them. 

Thus much alfo was gained, that France hum- 
bled to the duft, gafping for breath, and bleeding 
at every pore, was for many years deprived of the 
ability, if not of the inclination, of fetting Eu- 
rope in a ferment. It cannot fall within the limits 

of this fketch to trace that ambitious nation through 
her fucceeding wars with England, in which France 
was conftantly the unprovoked aggreffor, and ge- 
nerally fuffered feverely in the conteft. She has 
never failed to feize on every occafion of foment- 
ing our divifions, and of endeavouring to dif- 
member our empire ; while Great Britain, by fol- 
lowing an undeviating line of rectitude, attentive 
to her own concerns, without interfering with thofe 

_of other nations, has rifen to a pitch of grandeur 
and profperity which no nation ever has exceeded ; 
but which renders her {till more the object of envy 
to her natural enemies. 

France, in, the midft of her enmity, could not 
do otherwife than regard our. conftitution with 
thofe fentiments of admiration which are the invo- 
| 7 luntary 


-MARLBOROUGH., 


luntary tribuse paid by mankind to whatever is in- 
trinfically excellent, but with a vanity confonant to 
her natural character, has fuppofed fhe could fur- 
pafs in a. moment the-wifdorn of laws perfected by 
the flow progreffion of ages. Confcious of a de- 
fective government, fhe fought for a change, and 
fo far was juftifiable, and even worthy of praife: 
but rejecting with difdain the temperate means held 
out to her by the unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth, 
from whofe candour and benevolence every thing, 
good was to be expected, fhe has preferred to wade 
through violence and bloodfhed in her purfuits of 
Jiberty and happinefs. In the beginning of her 
career, the urbanity of her profeffions to mankind 
at large, difclaiming all other views but thofe of 
internal regulation, were fuch, that all good men 
_ hoped the end might in fome meafure atone far 
the means ; that bleffed as fhe is with the gifts of 
Providence in her fituation and climate, fhe would 
at length, under the aufpices of better laws, bid 
adieu to her former fyftem of crooked policy ; and 
giving herfelf up to the cultivation of the arts of 
peace, her agriculture and commerce, would feek 


in them the only permanent fources of the happinefs. 


of nations. 

The recent tonduct of France proves what 
credit fhould be given to her profeffions, and how 
little the people of Great Britain ought to rely on 
thofe proteftations of good-will and efteem with 
which fhe feeks t@ lull them into fecurity, while 
by every underhand means fhe endeavours to dif- 
feminate among them principles at once deftructive 
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of all religion and of all government. She looks 
with an anxious eye for the moment when the 
feeds of mifchief fown by herfelf in this now happy 
land fhall have had time to ripen; well knowing 
that, while England remains true to her own in- 
terefts, France will find it an tmpracucable tafk to 
fubdue her. 

From the foregoing pages, one great truth is to 


be deduced, a truth alfo exifting in the annals of 
France: That in the zenith of her power, when 


confidered by herfelf and the world as a nation of 
conquerors, the boundlefs ambition of her views 
was curbed; her vain endeavours to reduce thefe 
kingdoms to a province under her dominion, were 
defeated ; fhe was compelled to relinquifh the er- 
croachments fhe had made ; to retire within her 
own juft boundaries; and her defigns of univerfat 
empire were deftroyed. Such were the effects 
produced by the indefaticable and invincible 
efforts of Great Britain and her allies, under King 
William and the Duke of Marlborough. 
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CAMPAIGN OF 1756. 


HE King of Pruffia is blamed by the Author 
for not having. formed alliances, to counter- 
balance the confederacy raifed againft him; and for 
not beginning the war fooner, when he muft have 
perceived it to be unavoidable. The examination 
of thefe opinions may perhaps belong more properly 
to the fcience of politics than to that of war; and 
while we are far from affuming a decifive tone, we 
may be permitted to fubmit our thoughts upon the 
fubject to the judgment of the Reader. 

The King was well acquainted with the difpofi- 
tions of ches European Powers; but a confederacy, 
formed many years before, might, with the lapfe of 
time, be liable to change. The treaty of Peterf- 
burgh was figned in the year 1746. Suppofe the 
war had not begun till 7 or that the Emprefs 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth had died fome years before: in either of 
thefe events, the circumftances with refpeé to 
Roffia would have been compketely changed. 

To counteract the alliance of Auftria, Saxony, and 
Ruffia, it may be alleged that France and England 
might have been gained; but there appeared no 
€aufe for fuch precipitation; on the contrary, had 
the King endeavoured to form a clofe connection 
with either of thefe Powers, the Court of Vienna 
would not have failed to have called the attention 
of Ruffia to an alliance, which might eafily have 
been fuppofed to be formed for no other purpofe 
than that of offence. Contented with having af- 
ferted his right to Silefia, it had become the King’s 
principal care and occupation to bring the arts of 
peace in that newly conquered country to perfec- 
tion, and to frame fuch inftitutions as might re- 
pair the calamities of war. The greatnefs of mind 
with which he gave up fo many conquefts at the 
peace of Drefden to promote the tranquillity of 
Germany, furnifhes, in our opinion, an ample proof 
that he wifhed for peace, that he fought after it, 
and as long as it depended upon him, that he was 
intent upon preferving it. 

When the General confiders as a falfe ftep, the 
not having begun the war in 1755, it feems to be 
his opinion that the King ought to have done this 
as foon as he obtained intelligence of the alliance 
formed againft him. Although it ts certainly crue 
that a campaign fhould be begun as foon as poffi- 
ble, yet it does not follow from this principle, that 
you mut declare war againft your neighbour as 

foon 
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{oon as you learn that he has formed an union with 
another Power for his fecurity: treaties of peace 
would thea indeed become an empty form. The 
King did all that a Prince in fuch a cafe could do; 
he was perfectly prepared for every event: even 
then it was neceffary to remain inactive, till che 
intentions of his enemies and the nature of their 
confederacy could be more fully difcoyered, parti- 
cularly as to the contents of the fecret article of the 
alliance with the Court of Peterfburgh. 

But it would have been a falfe and hafty ftep 
indeed, if the King had begun the war even in 
April 1756; for at that time his alliance with 
England went no farther, than that no foreign 
troops fhould be fuffered to enter the Empire. So- 
that we cannot perceive how an Author of fo much 
penetration could have been led to think that 
thefe were faults. Whether the King confided too 
much in himfelf, appears a queftion, to decide on 
which required far greater knowledge of his Ma- 
jefty, than the General feems to have poffeffed. 
His bold affertion has been formed from fome 
events of the campaign, too inconfiderable for the 
eftablifhment of any principle, in {peaking of the 
eccentricities of a King of Pruffia, It is not ne- 
- ceffary that the fcale of operations for an Alexander, 
ora Ceefar, thould be the fame as that for a Darius, 
or a Pompey. 

It is needlefs to dwell longer upon a fubje& on 
which the world has long fince had the fulleft in- . 
formation. When the King faw himfelf furround- 
ed by inveterate enemies on every fide, he never 

B 2 loft 
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Joft that felf-colleéted dignity peculiar to great 
minds on great occafions ; and never could he ftoop 
to folicit friendfhips which would exact the tribute 
of humiliation. 

In the opinion of General Lloyd, the following 
ought to have been the objects of the campaign 
of 1756: To take poffeffion of Saxony; to leave 
20,000 men behind to obferve the army of the 
King of Poland in their camp at Pirna; with the 
remaining force to move to Bohemia, to drive the 
Auftrians to the Danube, or perhaps beyond it; 
and conclude with conquering Prague and Olmutz. 

It appears to him that nothing could be eafier 
than to accomplifh thefe purpofes, becaufe there 
was no ftrong army in Bohemia, and becaufe fuch 
of the Aultrian troops as were actually there would 
have immediately fallen back; and that the King 
would have found the country totally unoccupied. 

What the General fays, has had fo much weight, | 
that the Auftrians, in the war of 1778, adopted 
his ideas and principles in many particulars, fo 
that his thoughts merit the greateft attention. 
But before we enter into this circumftantial ex- 
amination, to enable us to form a juft conception 
of the operations of the King, which the General 
takes upon-him to condemn, we muft turn our 
attention to the actual ftate of the Pruffian army. 

The King had divided his army into feveral 
corps, in Saxony,-Silefia, Pruffia, Pomerania, and 
Wettphalia. 


The 
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The army in Saxony confifted of 70 battalions 
of infantry, 41 fquadrons of cuiraffiers, 25 {qua- 
drons of dragoons, and 30 fquadrons of huffars. 

The army in Silefia confifted of 27 battalions 
of infantry, 20 fquadrons of cuiraffiers, 10 fqua- 
drons of dragoons, and 20 fquadrons of huffars, 

In Pomerania were 11 battalions of infantry, 
5 f{quadrons of dragoons, and 10 fquadrons of 
hoffars. 

In the garrifon of Wefel 3 regiments were left, 
which afterwards joined the allied army, where they 
were known by the name of the Pruffian Brigade*. 

In order to form an eftimate of the ftrength of 
thefe feveral corps, it is neceffary to obferve, that 
a regiment of infantry at that time confifted of 
ten companies, forming two battalions, without 
reckoning the inferior ftaff-officers ; containing 


A regiment of mufqueteers. 


42 Officers 
100 under-officers 
32 drummers 
6 hautbois 
1,220 mufqueteers 


a 


1,400 men. 





® The names of all the corps are given in the original. 
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A battalion of grenadiers. 


“17 «officers , 
36 under- officers 

20 muficians 

28 carpenters 

520 grenadiers 





621 men. 


A regiment of cuiraffiers, 


37 officers 

70 under-oficers 
12 trumpeters 
720 horfemen 





847 men. 


A regiment of dragoons, 
37 officers 
70 under-officers 
20 mulficians 
720 dragoons 





847 men 


A regiment of huffars. 


61 Officers 

11Q under-officers 

10 trumpeters 
1,320 hoflars 





1,491 men, - 
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There were then 


In Saxony, 

55 battalions of mufqueteers, 
15 battalions of grenadiers, 

6 companies of artillery, 

8 regiments of cuiraffiers, 

1 fquadron of garde du corps, 

4 regiments of dragoons, 

3 regiments of huffars, 


Total 


In Srresra, 
20 battalions of mufqueteers, 
battalions of grenadiers, 
companies of artillery, 
regiments of cuiraffiers, 
regiments of dragoons, 
regiments of huffars, 


Ppt p N 


Total 


In Prussia, 
10 battalions of mufqueteers, 
4 battalions of grenadiers, 
2 companies of artillery, 
30 fquadrons of dragoons, 
20 fquadrons of huflars, 
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38,500 
92315 
goo 
6,712 
2,150 
45235 
41473 


Qamenmenet 


64,285 





14,000 
49347 
300 
33356 
1,694 

— 2982 
26,679 


qa 


7,000 


2,484 


300 
5,080 
2,984 





17,848 





In 
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In Pomerania, 





11 battalions of mufqueteers, 5,600 
3 battalions of grenadiers, 1,863 
artillery, 100 

§ {quadrons of dragoons, 847 
10 fquadrons of huffars 1,49! 
9,901 





In WESTPHALIA, 
6 battalions of mufqueteers, 4,200 


So that the whole Pruffian army confifted of 
122,913 men; of which number 90,964 were in 
Saxony and Silefia. 

With refpeé&t to the numbers of the Auftrian 
army, we muft be guided by the public papers of 
the times ; from which it appears, that in the month 
of Auguft there were under Marfhal Brown in 
Bohemia, and Prince Piccolomini in Moravia, 
24 regiments of infantry of three battalions, 48 
companies of grenadiers, 20 regiments of cui- 
taffiers and dragoons, and 6 regiments of huffars, 
with a confiderable corps of Croats, Sclavonians, 
and other light Hungarian troops. Thefe, by the 
Auftrian account, amounted to 
| 67,424 infantry, 

30,569  cuiraffiers, 
5,691 dragoons, 
3,660 huffars, 

12,241 light infantry, 





In all 99,585 men, 
But 
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But even were we to fuppofe that the Auftrian 
army confifted only of 70,000, which would be 
deducting almoft 30,000, it will yet plainly ap- 
pear that the General errs, when he afferts that 
there was no confiderable army in Bohemia, and on 
that fuppofition proceeds to build his criticifm on 
the conduct of the King. We may farther add, 
that the regiments in Hungary, Italy, and the 
Netherlands, had already received orders to march 
to Bohemia, and that part of them were in motion 
with this intent. On. a very moderate computa- 
tion, the Auftrian main army there, would in a 
very fhort time, that is at fartheft by the month 
of December, have increafed to 100,000 men. 
Had the Auftrian troops in Bohemia been fo few 
in number, and fo badly furnifhed with all the 
implements of war, as the General feems to 
infinuate, the King moft probably would not have 
- been obliged to demand an explanation of the 
great preparations which were made. 

One of the moft important qualifications of a_ 
General, fays Lloyd in another place, is not to 
indulge too ftrongly @ pafiion for a favourite projeff. 
To this we give our perfect affent, and believe that 
this rule can no where fo properly have its appli- 
Cation as in the plan of a campaign, To abandon 
meafures once determined, may be attended with 
fome difficulty ; but it is ftill more difficult to form 
defigns fo perfectly complete, that they fhall ftand 
thoroughly the proof on every change of politics 
or war. To what muft not a General extend 
his yiews? What force of mind, what ftrength 

of 
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of imagination are not requifite to forefee and pro- 
vide for the various events of a campaign? What 
depth of thought for the invention of meafures, 
and the difcovery of means to execute them? A 
General muft not only know what he himfelf can 
do, but mutt alfo penetrate into the defigns of his 
enemy, and with an eye piercing deep into futa- 
rity, anticipate each ftep which his opponent may 
probably take to counteract his meafures. The 
knowledge of policy, of finance, and of mankind, 
mutt be “combined with local knowledge, ae 
{cience, and long experience. 

When the King had entered on,a war which 
can fcarcely be paralleled in ancient or modern 
times, could he have difcerned 4 poffibility of 
conquering Bohemia in the few months ‘which 
ftill remained of 1756, he certainly would not 
have neglected the attempt. But he knew the 
diftin@tion between dazzling objeéts and fuch as 
had a true folidity, nor would he indulge 2 paffion 
Jor a proje which would probably have béen at- 
tended with the moft ferious confequences. 

In L.loyd’s opinion, the King fhould have only 
left behind a corps of 20,000 men, to watch the 
Saxons. Then, as his army in Saxony would have 
confifted of 64,000 men, 44,000 would have re- 
mained to conquer Bohemia, and to drive the 
Auftrians to the Danube: yet fome thoufands 
more muft have been deduéted, as he had Dref- 
den, and his magazines along the Elbe, to oc- 
cupy with troops. He then would have had 
40,000 men, fuppofing his regiments all com- 
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plete. The army under Marfhal Schwerin was 
at moft 26,000. Suppofe that there was no ne- 
ceffity for his leaving any troops behind for the 
protection even of the Silefian frontiers, the 
King’s whole force, with which he was to have 
advanced into Bohemia, would have been 66,000 
men; 70,000 would have been oppofed to them, | 
which they muft have beat completely in the field, 
before they could retain poffeffion of Bohemia as 
their winter-quarters. Men of intelligence will 
readily decide how far this could have been prac- 
ticable. | 

But farther: Is it probable that the Saxons, who 
were at leaft 15,000 ftrong, would have furren- 
dered té 20,000? The Pruffians had a great ex- 
tent of ground to occupy, and their pofts were 
neceffarily too far afunder to inveft the camp com- 
pletely, efpecially as both banks of the Elbe muft 
have been occupied. Let thefe 20,000 men have 
been pofted how they would, the Saxons at every 
point of the circumference muft have had a com- 
piete fuperiority : that they neither wanted courage 
hor inclination to attempt the breaking through, 
is evident from the efforts which they made in 
far lefs favourable circumftances. 

It is erroneous to fay, that Prince Maurice had 
Only 20,000 men when the Saxons actually did 
furrender ; this Lloyd afferts, to give his thoughts 
an air of probability. We have fhewn that the 
Pruffian army in Saxony confifted of 64,000 men, 
of which number 24,000 were detached to Bo- 

hemia, 
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hemia, confequently 40,000 remained on the two 
fides of the Elbe to block up the Saxons in their 
camp. Suppofe the Saxons had efcaped the King, 


the fruit of all his wifely-ordered difpofitions would 


have been loft in the purfuit of a fhadow. 

We appeal to all who underftand the art of war,, 
to all who have ever ferved in Bohemia, nay to 
Lloyd himfelf, if the conqueft of Bohemia could 
be fo eafily effected, while there was an army 
there, efpecially at fuch a feafon of the year, and 
in a country where nature has oppofed fo many 
obftacles to military operations. The event of 
a battle is ever uncertain, even when brought on 
by mafter-ftrokes of art; nor will a General be 
lightly moved to fuch a rifk as may lead to the 
decifion of a whole campaign, perhaps of a whole 
war. | | 
Let us now fuppofe with Lloyd, that the Au- 
firian army were driven back to the Danube: 
could the King then have taken up his winter- 
quarters in Bohemia? Marfhal Brown would have 
fallen back for no reafon but to draw his rein- 
forcements to him, which were on the way, and 
furnifhed with every neceffary implement of war. 
Nothing could have then prevented him from 
making head anew to harafs the Pruffians in their 
quarters; and fuppofing him to proceed in the 
defign with tolerable prudence, it is very far from 
improbable that the King muft in the depth of 
winter have abandoned all his conquefts : his army 
haraffed, and confequently weakened, could not 


early 
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early have commenced the next campaign, to 
execute with energy the future operations. 

But when Lloyd purfues the fuppofition, that 
the King might have begun in Moravia or on the 
Danube, with befieging or blocking up Vienna; 
that without the leaft danger he could have fene 
a confiderable corps to the borders of Hungary, 
and have moved the army appointed to cover 
Saxony into the Empire, between the main and 
upper Danube: thefe giant ftrides appear to us 
only poffible to be reprefented upon paper. It 
would have been juft as eafy to have added, that 
after the King had conquered Vienna, he might 
have fent a ftrong corps into the Ukraine, and 
have over-run that country without difficulty, de- 
caufe it was open and unprotetted by troops; from 
thence he might have bent his courfe to Mofcow, 
and after taking that capital, have been joined by 
troops from Pruffia, and have conquered Lapland. 

Such projects feem to appertain more to the 
ages of knight-errantry; for in thefe times ir is 
not fo eafy to find any one who has an inclination 
to imitate Charles the Twelfth. The great Gufta- 
vus, it is true, did penetrate to the Danube; bute 
could he then maintain his conquefts? Having 
reached Saxony on his return, he came to Lu:zen, 
there to conquer, and to die. 

From the defcription which I have Gietiaad of 
the battle of Lowofitz, partly from the public in- 
formation, particularly that which has lately ap- 
peared at Drefden, entitled Te Prufian Campaigns ; 
and partly from narratives which I received not 

only 
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only from officers, but private foldiers, who were 
on the fpot; I find little matesial alteration to be 
made in Lloyd’s defcription of this battle, which 
is the beft in his whole book. He is however 
miftaken, when he fays that the Pruffians came 
down the hill to attack ; on the contrary, they were 
attacked. ‘That they afterwards difcerned their 
advantage, and advanced with impetuofity, mutt 
be attributed folely to their valour. 

Lloyd feems to have fpoken on a hafty view, 
when he condemns the circumftance of the ca- 
valry not having been pofted from the beginning 
in the center of the firft line: at leaft it is a very 
ftrange opinion. It is certainly an univerfally ac- 
knowledged principle in the formation of an order 


of battle, that the component parts fhall be in clofe. 


connection with each other, conferring ftrength and 
firmnefs upon the whole. This can be accom- 
plifhed by infantry and artillery alone. In camps 
and pofts when we expect an enemy, cavalry are 
now generally employed for the fupport of infan- 
try, and not for the defence of pofts; efpecially as 
the cuftom of difmounting the dragoons is now 
rarely practifed but on fome extraordinary occa- 
fions. They are therefore to be confidered as an 
auxiliary, to be employed with the greatetft efficacy 
when the infantry have led the way to victory, 
which the cavalry will complete. Nothing can 
be more diftant fram my thoughts, than to deny to 
cavalry their proper praife. At Prague, at Rof- 
bach, at Liffa, and at Zornfdorff, the cavalry 
gained the victories, and at Hochkirch they faved 

our 
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our broken infantry ; but I believe it ftill to be 
improper to fix them at the commencement of a_ 
battle in a poft which is obvioufly unfitted for 
the nature of their fervice. The ftrength of ca- 
valry confifts in motion and rapidity, but I cannot 
think the fhock of cavalry muft always be decifive. 
In the campaign of 1762, I was witnefs of a fhock 
which the greateft pare of the Pruffian cavalry 
made upon a fuperior number of the Auftrian 
cavalry. The confequence was, fome hundreds 
were wounded and taken on both fides. Not 2 
fingle man lay dead upon the place of aétion. The 
infantry of each army remained exactly in the fame 
fituation they were before. Still lefs opinion fhould 
we entertain of that which the French call Jmpe- - 
tuofité du Choc, and of which all their Authors are 
fo full, At Rofbach a regiment came down upon 
the French, whether it was that of Pomerania or © 
Mark I am not certain, but they called out to 
their companions in broad German, Briiderken 
gab tob, (i.e. goon) A French officer who was 
ridden over, obferved, in a letter fent to Paris, 
that the affair would have taken quite another turn 
but for that regiment de Gatteau, and the impe- 
tuofité du choc of the regiment de Gatteau became 
an object of {peculation at Paris. 

Without entering into farther difcuffion, why . 
cavalry can be of little fervice in the center of 
the foremoft line of battle, we fhall only beg to 
cite experience. At the battle of Blenheim, the 
French and Bavarian cavalry were in the cen- 

B 8 ter. 
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ter*, Marlborough routed them with little diffi- 
culty, and in confequence the infantry pofted in 
the village of Blenheim were obliged to ground 
their arms without a fhot. At Minden, the French 
cavalry were in the center, and the Englifh infantry 
advanced with intrepidity againft them: the con- 
fequence was victory. 

The experience of ages has rendered it now 
almoft an axiom, to place the cavalry upon the 
wings. When ic is intended to attack, and when 
the ground is plain, this may perhaps be fubject 
to alteration; but in every camp where an enemy 
is expected, it feems to be moft advifeable to place 
the cavalry behind the infantry, in whatever mode 
the ground fhall otherwife be occupied. The im- 
propriety of parallel attacks, wherein cavalry are 
eppofed to cavalry, and infantry to infantry, begins 
to be difcovered. The object at prefent is to find 
the enemy’s weak points, and then to fall upon 
him with fuperior force. Artillery, infantry, and 
cavalry, are then combined to aid each other in 
making an impreffion, and in completing the fuc- 
cefs. Suppofe an army encamped or pofted with 
their cavalry in front in any part; the enemy ad- 


* Thefe nations drew up their troops independently, by 
_ which means the right of the one and left of the other brought 
their’ cavalry together in the center. The term of alz or 
Wings, in its original fignification as ufcd by Cefar, implied 
the prefence of cavalry, and was defcriptive of their celerity 
onthe flanks. The phrafe of cornu-dexter, or cornu-finifter, 
denoted the divifions of an army, which we call right-wing or 
left-wing. TRANSLATOR. 
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vances, draws out a couple of batteries of heavy 
cannon, fupports thefe with infantry, which fhall 
attack in lines, and with their cavalry behind them. 
The artillery begins a heavy fire upon the cavalry 
in front. I afk, fuppofing them to be the braveft 
men in Europe, can they keep their ground? They 
muft unqueftionably fall behind their infantry: 
the enemy then finds an empty fpace, they move 
with redoubled fteps, and come upon the infantry 
in flank. In the very few camps in which the 
King has ever placed the cavalry in front of his, 
flanks, it was when he was certain he could not 
be attacked. There may be cafes which are not 
examples, but in the prefent inftance the opinion 
ought to be decifive on the fubjectt. The ufe of 
cavalry was never better underttood than by the 
King, and before his time very falfe ideas were 
formed of its powers. ‘This appears by reading 
the beft military authors upon the fubject, even 
when they themfelves were foldiers, Puyfegur 
{peaks with lefs intelligence upon it than any 
Pruffian fubaltern, and Folard carries his whims 
fo far as to call them ufelefs lumber; but the King 
of Pruffia has convinced the world, that by them 
battles may be won. 


CAMPAIGN OF 1767. 


The obfervations of General Lloyd, with refpe@ 
to the operations of the Auftrians on the com- 
mencement of this campaign, are all grounded on 
the — that they chofe the fyftem of de- 

c fence. 
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fence. He draws this conclufion from the cir- 
cumftance of their having retired before the Pruf- 
fians to Prague, without examining whether they 
were not obliged to take this ftep as moft con- 
fittent with their plan of operations. 

But when the pofition of the Auftrians in their 
winter-quarters is confidered, and the difpofition 
of their magazines, it will appear more probable 
that their defign was the offenfive; and that by the 
King’s rapidity the contrary became a matter of 
neceffity. Their moft confiderable magazines were 
in Jung-Buntzlau and Budin; the leffer in Top- 
litz, Commottau, Welwarn, Auffig, and Reichen- 
berg; the remainder in Prague, and in the interior 
parts of the country. The firft mentioned maga- 
zines were fo near the borders, that it was evident 
they would fall into the hands of the enemy if he 
advanced. 

It is therefore much more likely that the Au- 
ftrians imagined that the King would in the year 
3757 remain totally on the defenfive; that he 
either would abandon Saxony, or confine his opera~- 
tions to its defence. The preponderance of their 
confederacy perhaps gave birth to thefe opinions. 
At a time when they were bent on attacking the 
King’s dominions on every fide, it fcarcely oc- 
curred to them that he himfelF would think of 


making conquefts. Their having a corps in Mo-— 


ravia, where, as Lloyd juftly ebtervess they proved 
of not the fmalleft ufe; and their having moved 
Count Koningfegge fo far in front, are plain i in- 
dications that their purpofe was attack.. The 

former 
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former corps was certainly meant to advance into 
Upper Silefia, and the fecond into Saxony, while 
their main armny, under Marfhal Brown, fhould 
endeavour to drive the King from Drefden. It is 
not probable that the Auftrians would remain on 
the defenfive till their allies fhould appear in the 
field; as the fmalleft refe@tion muft have con- 
vinced them that the burden of the greateft part 
of this campaign was certainly to be fuftained by 
them. It was obvious, for many reafons, that the 
Ruffians would make no great progrefs in the 
courfe of this campaign, not only on account of 
their diftance, but from their circumftances in 
refpect to magazines. As to the French, a nu- 
merous army was oppofed to them in Hanover, 
which, had it been in the beginning commanded 
by Duke Ferdinand, would moft probably have 
prevented them from making any proerefs. 

As to the affiftance to be derived from the army 
of the Empire, hiftory has fhewn that they never 
were in hafte to bring their contingent to the field. 
But did it thence follow that the Auftrians were 
to chufe the fy{tem of defence, in oppofition to the 
conftant practice in their wars againft France, 
and in the firft and fecond Silefian wars? That 
their fyftem fhould afterwards have been changed 
by Daun, was poffibly the refult of experience, 
which by that time had fufficiently fhewn that it 
was dangerous to approach the King too near ; 
but at the beginning of the war the Auftrians had 
certainly no {mall opinion of their troops. Their, 
—e way of fpeaking of the Pruffians after the 
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battle of Breflaw, Ihe guard Parade of Berlin, a8 
they called them, is hardly to be credited. It was 
bold as well as unbecoming to attempt to fcoff 
away the merits of a nation. What man who is 
not prejudiced can bear fuch affected jargon with- — 
out difguft? This I do not fay becaufe I ama 
Pruffian; I am convinced that every reafonable 
Auftrian muft hold the fame opinion. 


BATTLE OF REICHENBERG, 


When a military Author writes from his own 
- obfervations, his work may prove inftructive: when 
he gives his opinions to the world, as he then 
affumes in fome degree the office of a judge, he — 
fhould be very careful to obtain moft perfe& tn- 
‘formation, that faéts may be reprefented as they 
are, and the behaviour of officers and foldiers 
be placed in a true point of view. He fhould 
therefore be a true Philofopher and Citizen of. the 
World, and never fhould forget the /uum cuique 
tribuere. Yet there are feveral great miftakes in 
- the account which Lloyd has thought proper to 
give of this battle. — | 

The Prince of Bevern having received intelli- 
gence that General Macguire had marched at the. 
head of a confiderable corps, with a view of cutting 
off a large convoy on its way to join him at Zittau, 
with the provifions and ftores neceffary for his pro- 
grefs into Bohemia, fent off a ftrong detachment to 
fruftrate his intentions, and retained fifteen batta- 
lions and twenty fquadrons. 
° The 
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The Prince had made every neceffary difpofition 
to pafs the Neiffe at Paffdorff at break of day, 
in which attempt he poffibly would not have been 
interrupted even without any precaution, as the 
enemy fhewed no inclination to leave their in- 
trenchments. The only inference to be drawn 
from thence is, that the Prince adopted as his 
principle, that there are rules which muft not be 
difpenfed with in the field, even when there is a 
- probability ‘that the enemy can have no opportu- 
nity to take advantage of the negligence. By fuch 
conducét a commander forms his troops to conftant 
vigilance, and creates fuch habits as muft prove 
of great utility in the execution of the moft ardu- 
ous undertakings. 

Officers and foldiers then perceive that the 
leffons which they have received in times of peace, 
are neither without utility, nor merely calculated 
to employ them on the place of exercife. 

During the paffage of the army, the Prince was 
employed in reconnoitring the enemy, and foon 
perceived, from the pofition of their cavalry and 
croats, that the wood on their left flank, at the foot _ 
of the mountain of Jefken, was moft probably oc- 
cupied with infantry. He muft have been a no- 
‘vice indeed not to have perceived the enemy’s 
intentions. It was obvious that they were to be 
attacked only on their left, and that he muft begin 
by driving the infantry pofted in the wood from 
their ftrong hold. The grenadier battalions of 
Kahlden and Alt-Billerbeck accordingly ‘received 
orders to attack the enemy behind their abbatis, 
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and the Prince of Pruffia’s regiment to be in 
readinefs to fupport and relieve them, fhould their 
attack be unfuccefsful; but the grenadiers ad- 
vanced with fo much intrepidity, that the enemy, 
after a general difcharge, drew back behind their 
fecond abbatis. As foon as the Prince perceived 
that the attack was profperous, he gave orders to 
the fifteen fquadrons of dragoons to attack the 
enemy’s cavalry, which they completely routed. 
In the purfuit they fell into the fire of the infan- 
try which had retired behind the fecond abbatis. 
Their right being expofed, they fuftained con- 
fiderable lofs, and were thrown into diforder, 
whereby the enemy had time once more to fet 
themfelves in order, and to attack the cavalry, 
whom they drove back. The confequences might 
have been very ferious, had not the huffars, pofted 
in a hollow, advanced at that critical moment, and 
come upon the enemy’s cavalry in. flank. Our 
Gragoons then rallied in their turn, attacked the 
enemy anew, and put them totally to flight. The 
enemy feeing that their cavalry were beat, that 

thofe of the Pruffians could now fall on their left 

and on their rear, while they might be attacked 
"by the infantry in front, thought proper to abandon 
their camp, which was entrenched by all the 
rules of art, and thought of nothing but their fafety. 
Their retreat was certainly very far from being 
made in good order, except by the corps under 
General Lafcy, which, not having been attacked, 
could hardly fail to draw back in the beft order 
pofible. 
From, 
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From this defcription many of the faults im- 


puted to the Prince of Bevern fall to the ground, 


He was either to attack the enemy, or to draw 
back. He chofe the firft, as the moft confiftent 
with the honour of his fovereign; and he was right. 
The Auftrians were divided into feveral corps, 
and I cannot perceive why any one of them was 


not to be attacked where there was a poffibility of 


victory, when the Pruffian affairs required the 
moft vigorous exertions ; efpecially when, by driv- 
ing back this corps under Count Koningfegge 
towards Marfhal Schwerin, who he knew was ad- 
vancing, he expofed them to the greateft danger 
of being cut off. - 

As to the attack with the cavalry, it was well 


-conduéted ; Lloyd blames it only from the falfe 


intelligence he has received... While the enemy 


had infantry in the wood, the cavalry did not at- 


tack.until that wood was cleared; but when cir- 


ccumftances are confounded, and when Lloyd puts 


firft what fhould be laft, materials upon which to 
frame his cenfures never can be wanting. 

Nor are the faults imputed to the Auftrians fo 
great as reprefented. By pofting their infantry in. 
the wood and their cavalry behind, they fhewed 
that they underftood how troops ought to fupport 
each other. ‘Their great fault moft probably was 
in not advancing from their works to interrupt 
the pafflage of the Prince <ecrofs the river. It has 
been often faid, that if you are defirous of being de- 
feated, you will entrench yourfelf. I fhall not here 
exprefs my fentiments on the fubject, but hiftory 
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affords more examples in {upport of this opinion 
than againft ic. The foldier in an entrenched 
camp, it certainly appears, has every advantage 
on his fide. Why is it not really fo? I may 
perhaps endeavour to unfold the caufe fome other 
opportunity. : 

Lloyd rather goes too far in his dectfions on 
the conduct of commanders, which of all fubjects 
ought to be treated with the greateft caution. If 
a decifive, well-grounded, juft opinion be expected 
of the merits of a General in the conduct of a war, 
of a campaign, or of a battle, the hiftorian fhould 
have fomething more than general knowledge of 
the military art, and of the plan of operations: 
he muft weigh each circumftance minutely, and 
know whether the General aéts from himfelf, or 
executes the plans of the cabinet; for it would 
be unjuft in the extreme to reproach him with 
meafures which were poffibly again{t his judgment. 
In fuch a cafe the General muft refign his under- 
ftanding. Honor he cannot obtain, though he 
may perhaps avoid difgrace; at leaft ic muft be 
owned that while his hands are tied, his genius 
never can be free. 

Nothing can be more fallacious than deducing 
confequences as to a General’s abilities from the 
event of a battle. The preparatory fteps muft be 
well confidered, before we conclude that he de- 
ferved cenfure or praife. From them we can 
perceive with what degree of vigour he provided 
for events, and how far he iffued inftruCtions 
as to what might happen. When the battle once 


begins, 
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begins, much muft depend on the fubordinate 
generals, on the commanders of battalions, on 
the officers, and even on the private foldier. If 
thefe do not perform their various parts, how 
often will the whole be loft.. It then moft cers 
tainly follows, that in the whole military fyftem, 
there can be nothing of fo much confequence as 
conjoint attention and obedience in every rank, 
This is the true bafis of all military ftrength. 

But as no commander can poflefs omnifcience, 
or be prefent every where, it muft frequently be 
left to the difcretion of inferiors to add to, or di- 
minifh from, the letter of command, in compliance 


with the whole fcale of the defign: for the pecu- 


liarities of ground and of the-enemy’s pofition may 
be comprehended by the eye as far as the front of | 
a battalion or brigade, when with a whole army 
this fhall be impoffible. The ground is often | 
known only by the chart, which, however juft, can 


~ never be exaét-to that degree which may be ne- 


ceflary. The eye mtft gain the inftant information, 
But is this always poffible? Frequent interruptions. 
intervene; what feems a plain, proves broken 
ground cut through with defilés; one hill feems 


to command another; the contrary is often found 


to be the fact; nor can it be fuppofed that an enemy 
will allow a near approach, ta afcertain the point of 
fight. A battle therefore can only be preconceived 
in the grand outline, and many heads and hands 
combine to finifh it. 

Befides, there is fome difference between draw- 
ing up the lines upon the field of battle, conceiv- 


ing, 
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ing, preparing, improving, and rejecting, when all 
the pafGons are afloat, and human nature, if I may 
ufe the expreffion, is wound up to the higheit pitch; 
between this and fetting at a writing table, and in 
cool blood examining what may or might have 
come to pafs. When we go upon the ground and 
{crutinize it with attention, when we confider the 
pofition of both armies before and during the con- 
tending fhock, and trom various intelligence have 
formed complete ideas of the whole event, then 
we fee with other eyes; the true queftion ftil] 
remains the fame: we muit revolve every circum- 
{tance in which the General was placed. I would 
bring the critic to the fpot, before he heard a 
fyllable, and liften to his propofitions. Js he filent 
then? Ne futor ultra crepidam, 

Nor would Bohemia have been covered by the 
operations pointed out by Lloyd on the fuppofition 
of the Auftrians having chofen the defenfive. The 
King of Pruffia would {till have found it practicable 
to penetrate into that country. Even by Lloyd’s 
own defcription of the theatre of war, he was him- 
felf of this opinion, when he fays that this object 
could only be gained by erecting fortreffes. Now 
there were no fortreffes; and if there had been any, 
there ftill appear well-grounded reafons why the 

Pruffians even then could not have been refifted. 
Tt is not eafy to protect a frontier, efpecially 
when, like Bohemia, a chain of gradually rifing 
heights extend into the neighbouring countries. 
Bohemia has an‘infinity of roads which proceed 
from Prague, as from a center, over mountains, 
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into Saxony, Silefia, and Moravia. If you would 
prevent an enemy from entering, you muft occupy 
them all, nor will a few battalions be fufficient, 
A confiderable corps will be requifite, The main 
army will be weakened, and perhaps no great de-. 
gree of ftrength be gained at any point. But an 
enemy who moves to the attack is in no refpect fo 
fituated. He can keep his force together if he 
chufes, or can detach his troops whei he thinks 
proper, and it appears for his advantage. His op- 
ponent cannot venture weakening one place ta 
reinforce another, from the apprehenfion that the 
firft will be furprifed by an active and obfervant 
enemy, who, by exerting his force at any point, 
will probably obtain his end. When the enemy 
thus penetrates at any part in countries that are 
mountainous, then, generally fpeaking, all your 
other pofts will find it expedient to draw back into 
the interior of the country from the fear of being 
cut off or beaten in detail. The roads which pats 
through mountains from the center of a country 
are commonly without communication, there fel- 
dom being any towns of confequence to give rife 
to fuch convenience. At leaft this is the cafe in 
Bohemia; whereas in Saxony, the contrary occurs. 
In the latter, the roads from one town to another 
are as good as can be expected in a mountainous 
country, and an army there can eafily proceed 

along the frontier to fupport their various pofts. 
When a country is to be defended, it appears 
neceffary to have the means of paffing freely along 
the frontier on every fide, unlefs you can take up 
| _ fuch 
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fuch a camp with your army, that the enemy can- 
not turn your flanks without the danger of being 
cut off from his own country and magazines, and 
at the fame time when there fhall be no poffibility 
of his attacking you with any profpect of -fuccefs, 
or driving you from your poft. Such camps 
however are rarely, if ever to be met with; and, 
therefore, generally {peaking, an active, deter- 
mined, and inventive enemy, with an army ac- 
cuftomed to fkilful and rapid manceuvres, will 


finally, at leaft with his infantry, find means of . 
breaking through and turning your flank either 


with a corps, or perhaps with his whole army. 
The poffibility of this the King has demonttrated 
on feveral occafions in the prefent war, 

But the protection of this or that particular vil- 
lage, town, or diftrict, is not the general queftion. 
The object of defenfive war muft ever be to coun- 
teract the enemy in fuch a way as fhall beft prevent 
the attainment of his general defign, and by the 
chain and connection of operations oblige him at 
the end df a campaign to meafure back his fteps. 

Jn Lloyd’s opinion, the defence of Bohemia on 
the left fide of the Elbe was to have been effected 
by the following pofition. To have occupied the 
defilés at Pafsberg, the Duke of Ahremberg, with 
all che light troops and fome battalions of infantry, 
ought to have been pofted at Commottau, and the 
main army drawn together behind the Eger, in 
fuch a manner as that Marfhal Brown might have 
had it in his power to have moved to Auffig, be- 
hind the Bila, in one day’s march, 

It 
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It would have been very difficult for the Marfhal 
in one day to have croffed a river with a confider- 
able army, and afterwards to have marched twenty 
miles in a mountainous country to take up a new 
camp. And why fhould he have drawn his army 
behind the Eger, and not rather before it in the 
diftrict of Leutmeritz? Then this had been poffi- 
ble in one day’s march. 

But fuppofe Marfhal Brown had taken up his 
camp behind the Bila at Auffig, it does not follow 
that he was not to be driven from thence. The 
light troops which he could have pofted behind 
the defilés at Gifhubel and Gottleubein, would 
have been obliged to have drawn back; the 
King would have got round the Marthal’s left 
flank, and foon have forced him to retire. The 
Marthal durft not have waited for this, as it would 
either have broken the communication with his 
magazines, or obliged him to attack the King. 
For this laft meafure it afterwards appeared that 
Marfhal Brown had no inclination. As Lloyd 
made the campaign of 1760 with the Auftrian 
army, it cannot be unknown to him that the King 
turned the flank of Marfhal Daun’s army on the 
17th of December, in the mountains of Hohen- 
-Gierfdorf, notwithftanding that his pofition was far 
more advantageous than that of Auffig; that the 
whole Auftrian army was there, and the King 
very weak in numbers. 

On the whole, this and the other pofition 
which Lloyd has propofed, namely, That the 
whole Auftrian army fhould have taken poft be- 

hind 
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hind the defilés of Gifthtbel, muft have beet 
grounded on the fuppofition that. the Pruffians 
were to have been the paffive fpectators of all 
the movements of the enemy to accomplifh this 
defign. It is indeed furprifing that Lloyd was 
fo little acquainted with the King’s activity,: efpe- 
cially as he fays, in his defcription of the com- 
mencement of the campaign, that the King had 
refolved to attack the Auftrians with his whole 
force as foon as poffible. How could he.fuppofe 
that the King would have allowed Marfhal Brown 
to have approached fo near to the borders of Sax- 
ony? Gifhiibel and Gottleuben Jay in the chain 
of the Pruffian winter-quarters, fo that thirty bat- 
talions could have moved in one day’s march and 
have taken up a camp behind thefe defilés, and 
by a fecond day’s march have taken poft upon the 
heights of Nollendorf; fo that they could have 
fruftrated the Auftrians in every attempt. 

But would the pofition at Auffig and benind the 
defilés of Gifhubel have barred the entrance into 
Bohemia, if the Auftrians had, according to the 
plan which Lloyd finds fo very proper and wife, 
remained on the defenfive? I will fuppofe for a 
moment, that the army in Moravia had drawn to- 
gether behind the Elbe at Schurtz, to prevgpt 
Marfhal Schwerin from penetrating into the coun- 
try. The King’s army in Saxony at that time 
confifted of feventy-four battalions and one hun- 
dred and feventeen fquadrons, and as in the au- 
tumn of 1756, feven battalions under General 
Winterfelde had been detached to Silefia, the 
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Corps in Pomerania, which was afterwards drawn 
to Saxony, confifted of eleven battalions «and fif- 
teen fquadrons. The King therefore would eafily 
have left behind an army of twenty-fix battalions 
and forty fquadrons in the diftrict of Gifhubel and 
Gottleuben to cover Saxony on that fide. With 
the remainder he might have advanced, by differ- 
ent roads, through Romberg and Georgenthal, 
and through Fbcheniftein, Nicholsdorf, Krewitz, 
Kamnitz; alfo through Zittau, Crottau, Gabeln, 
é&c. The troops pofted under General Maceuire 
and Count Koningfegge could not have defended 
their pofts, becaufe the King would then have 
come upon their flanks and in their rear, They 
muft have drawn back to. their army, fuppofed at 
Schurtz, or the latter muft have left their pofts on 
the Elbe and have moved towards the Ifer, and 
joined their corps on the borders of Lufatia. In 
both cafes they would have been fhut in between 
- the King’s army and that of Marfhal Schwerin, and 
have been cut off from the army under Marfhal 
‘Brown. To regain their communication, they 
muft have drawn back along the Her to Prague 
to cover that capital, and alfo protect their maga- 
zines. Marfhal Schwerin would then have been 
enabled to form a junction with the King. 

When the rapidity of the King’s movements is 
confidered, it is probable that he would have 
driven the enemy to the gates of Prague. Marfhal 
Brown mult neceffarily have quitted his pofition 
on the left of the Elbe at Leutmeritz, and have 

drawn 
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‘drawn the corps of Macguire and Koningfegge 
to him there. The army which the King had left 
in Saxony would then have gained the opportunity 
_ of likewife. penetrating into Bohemia, and it would 
have been a matter of no great difficulty for the 
King to have formed a junction with them. 

I believe what I have faid will by no means be 
confidered as an impoffibility. I could give my 
thoughts a greater weight by various reafons in 
{upport of chem, but experience has fince rendered 
any other fpecies of illuftration fuperfluous, In the 
fhort war of 1778, the irruption of Prince Henry 
into Bohemia was regulated tn the manner above 
defcribed, and the Auftrians were obliged to aban- 
don both banks of the Elbe: the roads which the. 
army muft have taken in thefe operations are cer- 
tainly full of obftacles; but during the whole feven 
years war, every campaign of which I ferved, I 
never faw the Pruffian army intimidated by bad 
roads. 

Nor does it appear that if the Auftrian army had 
been affembled at Prague, it would have been 
advantageous for them to have attacked the King. 
or Marfhal Schwerin. If they were to have at- 
tacked the King, it muft have been before he. 
croffed the Moldau. This he did on the 1ft of 
May, at which time the corps of Macguire and 
Koningfegee had not yet joined their army, con- 
fequently they were not fo fuperior to the King as 
Lloyd would reprefent them. | After they had ef- 
fected this junction op the 2d and 3d of May, 

| it 
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. it then may feem as if they might have attacked 
either the King or Marfhal Schwerin; but to form | 
a proper judgment on the fubject, we mutt firft 
confider the pofition of the three armies. 

- The King, with his army, was encamped on shi 
ad of May at Weleflawin, with his right extending 
behind the convent of Margareth, and his left to 
the Moldau near Podhaba. In this camp the 
army halted on the 3d. . 

- As to Marfhal Schwerin, he had croffed the Ifer 


on the 1ft of May, and had taken up a camp at _;- 


Sliwno. He remained there with his army on the 
ad and 3d, and detached General Wartenberg with 
a {mall corps to advance nearer his enemy, and re- 
connoitre their pofition. The Auftrian army were 
encamped in the pofition in which they afterwards 
were attacked. 

Had they chofen to attack the King, they muft 
have either recroffed the Moldau, or have moved 
through Prague. Either of thefe attempts muft 
have been made in the prefence of the King, who | 
{carce could have failed to interrupt the execution. 
I hardly know what Lloyd means by faying, ‘« They 
** ought to have attacked him before he paffed ;” 
as if it were fo trifling a circumftance to march out 
of a town in fight of an enemy, or crofs a river, and 
take up a line of battle. 

With as great difficulties would the attack on 
Marfhal Schwerin’s army have been attended. 
When the Auftrians had united with the corps of 
a they certainly would have been 
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ftronger than the Marfhal; but as they could 
‘not have moved againft him -with their whole 
army, but muft have left a ftrong corps at Prague 
to obferve the King, or, as Lloyd would have it, 
to prevent his paffage acrofs the Moldau, they 
could have been but little ftronger than the 
Marfhal. But the latter was drawn up behind 
the Elbe, and had the Ifer on his left. To at- 
tack him, Prince Charles with his army muft have 
 paffed the Elbe at Brandeis, or between that place 
and Kofteletz; but this could not have been ef- 
fected fooner than on the 4th, as he could not 
have moved from Prague till the 3d, and could 
only have reached the Elbe by a very forced 
march. The Marfhal had occupied Alt-Buntz- 
lau on the 3d, and General Winterfeldt was pofted 
with his corps at Bifchitz. “The Auftrians mutt 
have croffed the Elbe in prefence of the Marfhal, 
and inftantly have attacked him. According to 
every appearance he would have come before, and 
either have attacked them during the paffage, or 
at leaft before the completion of their manceuvres ; 
"or it would have been perfectly in his power to 
have engaged, or not, as he thought fit: he could 
have drawn back without the leaft difadvantage ; 
and have taken up an advantageous pofition where 
they durft not have attacked him. The King 
would thus have gained time to crofs the Moldau, 
and to cut: off not only the corps at Prague from 
‘the main.army, but the main army itfelf from 
- Prague. That army wauld have been placed. be- 
| | tween 
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tween the King’s and that of Marfhal Schwerin. 
In all human probability, had the Auftrians taken 
this ftep, they would have made the King a prefent 
of advantages, which, in the event, he was obliged 
to purchafe with the blood of numbers of brave 
men. 

Lloyd cannot ferioufly believe that a fmall corps 
would have been fufficient to prevent the King 
from paffing the Moldau, on the intelligence that 
the efforts of the main army were directed againft 
Marfhal Schwerin. To guard the paffage of a 
river, unlefs it is of extraordinary breadth, is cer- 
tainly extremely difficult if the enemy does not 
declare the very place where he intends to pafs. 
_ He has perfect freedom on his fide to move as he 
thinks fit, and can eafily find means to elude his 
‘opponent. Marfhal Brown thought more juftly 
on this fubjeét. The moment that the King had 
' paffed the Moldau, his junction with Marfhal 
Schwerin might have been confidered as effected, — 
nor would he have delayed a moment to have 
moved againft Prince Charles, and to have at- 
tacked him, The King would have built no 
golden bridge for his retreat, but, in conjunction 
with Marfhal Schwerin, would have purfued him 
_Clofe; and if his army and the battalions in Prague 
had not withdrawn to Marthal Daun’s army, he 
- would have cut them off. Prince Charles thewed fu- 
-perior abilities, by remaining firm in his ftrong camp. 
Lloyd confiders it as a fault in Prince Charles, 
that be gave the King no interruption in the paffage 
_ «+ Of the Moldau, and fuffered bim, after the pafage, 
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to remain a day and night on the fame fide of the 
river, with a very confiderable body of troops, in 
comparifon of thofe of the Auftrians, without at- 
tacking bim. ‘This decifion is founded partly upon 
the miferable intelligence on which he grounds his 
hiftory, which he appears to have collected from 
the common newfpapers, and partly proceeds from 
not beftowing due confideration on the fubject. 
Had he called in military calculation to his aid, 
he would have praifed this paflage, effected with fo 
much ability by the King’s great fkill, and at 
the fame time have rendered juftice to Prince 
Charles. 

_ Let us confider that the King had blockaded 
Prague on the left fide of the Moldau, and that on 
the fame day Marfhal Schwerin had moved on the 
right fide of the Elbe, and had taken poffeffion of 
the town of Alt-Buntzlau and Melnick; the King. 
decided to pafs the Moldau with a corps of twenty 
battalions and thirty-eight fquadrons, and to join 
Marfhal Schwerin. This corps, with this inten- 
tion, was fet in motion on the afternoon of the 4th, 
and marched into the diftrict of Seltz and Podhaba, 
where they lay upon their arms during the night. 
The fame day Marfhal Schwerin croffed the Elbe 
at Alt-Buntzlau and Brandeis, and encamped at 
Praffin, while Lieutenant General Winterfeldt fell 
back to Kofteletz with fix battalions and twenty- 
five fquadrons, and very early on the 4th encamp- 
ed at Mifchitz nearer the Moldau. This move- 
ment moft completely fecured the communication 
with the King, -who now had .it in his power even’ 
/ in 
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in the very fight of the enemy, early on the morn- 
ing of the sth, to throw a bridge of boats acrofs 
the Moldau ; becaufe this attempt would now re- 
ceive protection from the pofition of the Marfhal’s 
army. When this bridge was ready, the King 
without precipitation paffed over in the afternoon, 
near four o’clock, and took up his camp at Tchi- 
mitz. The Pruffian army there formed a chain 
from Brandeis to the Moldau, and from the other 
fide of that river to Prague. The junétion with 
Marfhal Schwerin -was, effected, although perhaps 


every regiment did not encamp in a. continued line. 


Whoever takes up any tolerable map of Bohemia, 
wil be immediately convinced of the juftice of 
my affertion. 


_Had Prince Charles attacked the King, he might © 
have been fhut in between the King’s army and 
that of Marfhal Schwerin. All his motions could 


‘have been difcerned from the high ground on 
which the King ftood, unlefs he had made a very 


great circuit attended with important lofs of time, 
and unlefs the King chofe to remain a paffive 
{pectator; the army of Marfhal Schwerin could 
have joined the King at any time in three or four — 
hours: he certainly would have moved whenever | 

the enemy did; he would have interrupted their 
preparations for attack, and would have come upon 


their rear. Prince Charles’s army would have been 


expofed to a complete defeat. No retreat to Prague 
would have been practicable; at leaft ic would 
have been extremely difficult from the very ftrong 
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ground in front of his camp, by which he muft 
have withdrawn; and on the other fide the cavalry. 
of Schwerin’s army would have completely barred’ 
the way to Bomith-brodt. 


OPERATIONS PREVIOUS TO THE BATTLE OF 
PRAGUE. 


_ A General frames his defigns according to the 
geafure of his talents and the means within his 
reach. Inferior minds frequently fee difficulties 
where great men fee none. * If] were Alexander,” 
faid Parmenio, *‘ 1 would dothis:” ‘And J, were I 
Parmenio,” faid Alexander, Had Lloyd meditated 
on the fpirit of this celebrated reply, he would have 
formed jufter thoughts upon the meafures of the 
King. I with he had not ftopped at mere affer- 
tion, but had fhewn us how the Auftrians, even 
by any one fingle pofition, could have prevented 
the King from forming a junction with Prince 
_ Maurice’s* column. To form his difcuffions, and 
to draw his criticifms fairly, he fhould have found- 
ed them on aétual events; and when he blames 
the King for caufing Prince Maurice to move 
through Pafberg, while his own main army went 
by Gifhibel and Nollendorf, (the diftance is by 
no means fo great as he reprefents,) he might 
have chofen likewife to obferve that the Prince 
had fcarcely an enemy near him, except a very few 
light troops at Auffig and Pafkopel. The actual 
diftance between the columns may be afcertained 
| by 
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by any one who knows the diftance from Marien. 
berg to Drefden. They could eafily afford affilt- 
ance to each other as foon as they entered Bohe- 
mia; and J have already demonftrated that the Au- 
ftrians could not have prevented the irruption, even _ 
if their whole army had been pofted at Auffig. 
Befides he forms ideas too conclufive of the defilés 
leading to Bohemia. The Pruffians in this war 
have penetrated by them more than once, and in 
the war of 1778, Lieutenant General Mollendorff 
moved through Pafberg to Commottau, and in the 
middle of the winter too, by the moft difficult roads 
to Brix, What, after all, are defilés to a com- 
mander who has courage, underftanding, activity, 
and gallant troops? “When Lloyd fpeaks of diffi- 
culties oppofed to the King’s plan of penetrating 
into Bohemia, fome of which ought to have been 
infurmountable, we think on the left eye of Zadig, 
mentioned by Voltaire. ‘* Had it but been the 
right eye,” faid the doctor, ‘* the cure were eafily 
effected ; but fwellings in the left eye are not to be 
reduced by medicine.” Meanwhile the eye got 
well, and the doctor gave a learned treatife to the 
world, to prove that Zadig fhould have loft his 
eye by all the rules of art. 

The King, in the opening of this campaign, 
difplayed the execution of one of the firft princi- 
ples in war, to anticipate his enemy. To ftrike 
the blow with greater efficacy, means were invented 
to lull the enemy into fecurity, and to infpire them 
with a high opinion of their difpofition. Seeming 
to attempt an entrance into Bohemia, by various 
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ways, by means of Prince Maurice, General Mann- 
teuffel, and Prince Henry, and afterwards by draw- 
ing back their corps; this feemed to indicate that 
an irruption into Bohemia was attended with in- 
furmountable difficulties. It was eafy to bring 
the Auftrians to entertain a high epinion of them- 
felves. They formed the prefumption readily 
that the corps of Koningfegge at ”Reichenberg, 
of the Duke of Aremberg at Eera, and a few 
light troops in the mountains between Lowofitz 
and Auffig, were fufficient to prevent the King’s 
irruption, ‘Thefe flattering thoughts brought on 
a flumber, from which the cannon of the King 
awaked them. 

I will grant to Lloyd that Marfhal Brown, after 
his junction with the Duke of Aremberg, would 
have been as ftrong as the King, I “will alfo 
grant that fome good pofitiens might have been 
taken between Prague and the Eger; but how the 
King’s junction with Marfhal Schwerin could 
hereby have been prevented, I cannot difcern. 
The Duke of Aremberg firft joined Marfhal 
Brown at Welwarn, the King having already 
paffed the Eger, which happened on the 27th of 
April, and not on the 26th, as Lloyd fays. On 
that fame day Marfhal Schwerin’s army was al- 
ready at Jung-Buntzlau. Now had Marfhal 
Brown occupied any where between Welwarn and 
Prague, fo ftrong a poft that the King could not 
have attacked hit without great rifk, then no- 
thing could have hindered Marfhal Schwerin with 
his army to have paffed the Elbe, either at Mel- 
2 13 nick, 
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‘nick, or between Melnick and Raudnitz, to unite 
with the King, or he might have marched ftreighe 
to Prague, which would have foon obliged the 
Auftrians to abandon their pofition, or to fuffer 
the corps of Koningfegge to be routed a fecond 
time; and as they had been fo imprudent as to 
place their magazines fo far in front that they were 
in the power of the Pruffians, they were under the 
neceflity of drawing. back to Prague in order to 
fecure fubfittence. 

As eafily might it be demonftrated that the ene- 
my, after taking up fuch a pofition, could as little 
have prevented Marfhal Schwerin’s jun&ion with 
the Duke of Bevern. The King having formed 
his arrangements on the aCtual ftate of circum- 
fiances, regulated alfo by the meafures of his 
enemy, and not on poffibilities, found that he 
could very well allow his columns to proceed at 
a certain diftance from each other, without the 
danger of being beaten in detail, or expofed to 
defeat. That he was expofed to no danger in 
croffing the Moldau in prefence of the enemy, 
I have already fhewn. That thefe meafures had 
a profperous iffue is not to be afcribed to chance, 
but to the wifdom which concerted them. 
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BATTLE OF PRAGUE. 


There is perhaps nothing more difficult in hif- 
tory than to defcribe a battle, fo as to be inftructive 
to military men, and at the fame time to be im- 
partial. The public accounts foon after the event 


are moft commonly an unintelligible jargon of — 


unmeaning circumftances, in which both parties 
endeavour to conceal their faults and to juftify their 
difpofitions, to over-rate their own advantages, 


and proportionably to undervalue thofe of ther 


opponent. 

What Lloyd has thought proper to give as the 
defcription of this battle to introduce his criticifms, 
are exactly of this fort; itis therefore neceffary that 
I fhould fubjoin another. 

As foon as Prince Charles affumed the com- 
mand, he crofied the Moldau, and encamped with 
his left extending to the Zifkaberg hill near 
Prague, and with the right to the village of Kyge: 
Malefchutz was in the rear of the right wing. 
The army was drawn up in feveral lines in the 
ufual manner, with the cavalry upon the wings, 
and the infantry in the center. The Prince’s de- 
fign was to draw in the corps of Count Koning- 
fegge, which had been driven back by Marfhal 
Schwerin, and to wait for Marfhal Daun, who was 
in his march from Moravia to the main army with 
a confiderable corps. 


The 
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_ The camp was upon a chain of heights which, 
from Hortlortzes to Prague, are rocky, high, and’ 
fteep. There is another range in front of them, 
extending along the Moldau, which are lower and 
have a number of vineyards upon them; the roads 
between are fo narrow and inconvenient that an 
army ‘cannot advance in column. At the village: 
of Kyge, the declivity begins to abate till it termi- 
nates in a plain at the manor of Sterboholi, where 
the ground becomes advantageous to cavalry. On 
the right flank, and to the rear, there were a nume 
_ ber of fifh ponds, connected by a rivulet, which 
runs through the village of Unter Potfchernitz, 
Wiffotchan, &c. and at Luben falls into the Mol- 
dau. All along the rivulet the ground is ex- 
tremely difficult for an army to pafs, not only from 
being fteep and rugged, but from the marfhy 
banks of the rivulet. Where the heights abate, 
near Kyge, there were fome roads of communica- 
tion acrofs, but which had many obftacles. There 
are between Hoftawitz and Kyge two confiderable 
‘ Jakes; and in order to approach the latter village, 
you muft move acrofs a dam between them. 
There is likewife a confiderable lake at Hlu- 

tin. 

From this defcription of the ground, it is ob- 
vious that in this firft pofition the left wing was 
fecure againft every attack, fo that a few battalions — 
properly pofted fhould have been perfectly fuffi- 
cient there. The right wing, but particularly 
on the flank, had likewife advantageous ground ; 
but the camp could be turned on that fide, and . 

then 
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then had every thing to fear from an seater pring 


. enemy. : 


Prince Charles was too experienced a general 
not to perceive this well. As foon as the corps. 
of Koningfegge had joined the army, and he had 
received intelligence of Marfhal Schwerin’s near. 
approach, he changed his camp, fo that his left and 
center remained on the Zifkaberg heights; but he 
drew back his right, and formed an angle, the point 
of which was pofted on the heights between Kyge 
and Malefchutz. But he neglected altering ano- 
ther part, of his original difpofition, and did not re- 
move'his cavalry from the left wing, where they. 
could be of no ufe from the nature of the ground. 
The right wing was then upon the heights behind 
Sterboholi, but ftill a confiderable diftance from 
thence. ‘To cover the angle fome battalions were 


moved in front, where they threw up an entrench. | 


ment and a ftrong battery. All the artillery was 
drawn: out along the front of the line, and placed 
fo advantageoufly, that the batteries could flank 
each other and completely command the ground 
in. front. ‘To add to all, they began to throw up 
redoubts, but on the day of the battle fome of them 
were unfinifhed, and others were ufelefs. 

We muft allow the Auftrians the praife, that they 
excel in attention to this point, in forming works 
agreeable. to the rules of art. Marfhal Daun. was 
truly an original in this refpect. His field-works 


were made with fuch folidity, that, at the diftance _ 
of twenty years, in 1779, I faw them ftill.in the beft 


condition 
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condition in his camp of 17 59s at Plauen near 


~ Drefden. 


When we think of the prodigious natural ftrength 
of that ground, and alfo remember that at that time 
the King had loft the battle of Cunnerfdorff, and 
the corps of General Fink at Maxen, and certainly 
had not half Daun’s numbers; what judgment 
are we to fuppofe the private foldier entertained of 
the heroifm of his leader? 

The Pruffian tactics being feta on the fyftem 
of attack, which conftantly infpires the foldier with 
frefh courage, they are not partial to entrenchments. _ 
Their enemies, and feveral military authors, have 
been witty on the fubject of their works; and in 
truth they were often of no farther ufe than as a 
breaft-work to reft the arms upon; but it is not 


.to be inferred that they had no knowledge of the 


art, becaufe they rarely, if ever, were in the fituation | 
that they chofe to practife it. Their courage was 
their wall ; and as to the art itfelf, can there be any 
myftery in throwing up fome thoufand cubic feet 
of earth, and in. giving it confiftency and form? 
I am well convinced of the advantages of works in 
many cafes; but marching with a lanthern in broad 
day-light is perfectly ridiculous. 

In this new pofition Prince Charles determined 
that he might encounter not only Marfhal Schwerin, 
but the King, who was ftill on the other fide of the © 
Moldav, and that he might without apprehenfion 
expect them even after they fhould form a junétion; 
and the apparent ftrength of his ground in many 
places feemed to juttify his refolution. It was alfo 
. 3 much 
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much interfected with hedges and ditches, and a 
body of troops in working their way through all 
thefe obftacles, of courfe would be expofed to the 
effects of their artillery; which, though often greater 
in imagination than reality, yet, when well ferved, 
may at a certain diftance be exceedingly de- 
_ ftructive. 7 

-  Neverthelefs thefe ditches were not a fufficient 
cover for his flank, and in reality the Auftrian com- 


mander gained nothing farther by this new pofition 


than obliging his enemy to make a greater circuit 
to attack him; for when we rely on fuch obftacles 
as hedges and ditches in a field of battle, againft an 
enemy advancing with intrepidity and {kill, they 
may often prove of greater detriment than of ad- 
vantage, by occafioning prodigious breaks and 
bendings in your line, much more injurious to the 


defender than to the affailant. But the method of 


attacking in flank or rear was unexpected; and 


truly the generals of modern times before the 


King, thought only of the parallel attack, not ex- 
cepting thofe great commanders Eugene and Mar!- 
borough. 

Schwerin’s army having croffed the Elbe at 
Brandeis on the 4th, and encamped between 
Praffin and Mifchitz, the King refolved to crofs 
‘the Moldau with twenty battalions and thirty- 
eight fquadrons, and to attack the enemy, not- 
wwithftanding the ftrength of their pofition. When 
the bridge was ready, the King, by the fignal of 
three cannon fhot, gave intimation to Marfhal 


Schwerin that he was about to begin the paflage 
of 


ee tee el I = 
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of theriver, which was immediately effected, and he 
arrived with the corps in the evening in the camp 
at Czimitz. While the paflage was going on, 
the huffars of Seidlitz arrived from Marfhal 
Schwerin’s army, which confequently was very” 
near. 
‘On the 6th the King moved at five in the 
morning towards Marfhal Schwerin. Having 
formed a junction, he rode with the Marfhal to 
the heights to reconnoitre, and perceiving that 
the enemy were not to be attacked in front, the 
Marthal was fent in full gallop to the left wing to 
fee if the enemy’s right could not be turned, and 
if they could not be attacked in flank. He im- 
mediately perceived that the enemy’s right did 
not extend to Sterbohli; that their flank had little 
ftrength, being on ground of a gentle declivity, 
_ of no confequence to infantry moving to attack; 
and that to their right there was a very fine plain 
for cavalry. In the front of their right wing there 
feemed a fine green plain apparently confifting of 
meadows, and as there were feveral dams to re- 
ceive the water, it feemed more than probable that 
thefe meadows, if not quite dry, at leaft were paffa- 
ble for infantry, while the cavalry moved farther 
to the left, and the artillery fhould pafs acrofs the 
dams. In examining the chart, it is eafy to per- 
ceive that the Marfhal formed a juft opinion; and 
his not being able to diftinguifh the half empty 
dams from meadows, from their being filled with 
green flime and grafs growing from the bottom, 
was 


(48 CAMPAIGN OF 17576 


was merely one of thofe deceptions of fight to which 
all men are liable. 

As foon as the King received the Marfhal’s re- 
port, the army immediately marched, by divifions 
to the right, with fuch precifion and celerity, as no 
one can form a juft idea of who has not feen the 
Pruffian troops manoeuvre, and been a {peétator 
of their ftrength and facility of movement *. 

'* The Auftrians were not apprifed of thefe cir- 
— cumftances till the head of the line of march ap- 
peared at Unter Potchernitz. The hills perhaps 
concealed the march, or they had adopted the 
‘opinion, that the King either could not attack this 
day, or would not choofe it, for they had fent their 
cavalry to forage. They now fent orders for them 
to return with the utmoft hafte, and to draw up in 
the plain behind Unter Michelup. At.the fame 
time Prince Charles ordéred the cavalry of his 
left wing to march with the greateft fpeed to re-in- 
force the right. Both orders were accomplifhed 
in 


* Twenty Pruffian battalions occupying nearly four thou- 
fand yards, advance in dine for twelve hundred paces and 
more without the leaft derangement of their order ; then 
execute a converfion on their centre, and take up a line 
oblique to their former front in ten minutes. A column of 
twenty Praffian fquadrons, each ninety yards in front, or 
thereabouts, difplay a front in fifty-four feconds. There 
are numberlefs sother combinations as extraordinary, and 
- which.may appear fables to thofe who do not know the Pruf- 
fian troops——Miraseau Mozarchie Pruffienne, article 4f- 
Saires Militaires, o€tavo edition, p. 1&7. TRANSLATOR. 
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in good time. Their cavalry drew up in three 
lines, and, in their front, General Haddick with 
his huffars formed an angle, the right fide of which 
extended to the pond of Unter Micholup. Their 
infantry at the fame time moved off by the right 
with great precipitation, yet they could not reach 
the heights of Sterboholi before the Pruffian army, 
which continually approached. Our infantry moved 
to the right of Unter Potchernitz, The heavy ar- 
tillery and a great part of the cavalry moved through 
the village. As foon as the left came on the ground 
of Sterboholi, the Marfhal gave orders to form 
and attack. Part of the infantry moved acrofs the 
dams, fome along the narrow foot-bridges, and 
_fome, in the beft manner they were able, acrofs the 
_ meadows. This could not be effected in the moft 
perfect order; the dams were narrow, and the troops 
were under the neceffity of filing off in many 
places; but the half empty dams had nearly ftopped_ 
the progrefs of the greater part. The foldiers fank 
above the knees in mud. Several battalions were 
obliged to leave their guns behind, at the moment 
they moft wanted them, againft an enemy whofe 
front was covered with a numerous and well-ferved 
artillery. 

But this undaunted infantry furmounted every 
obftacle, and had actually formed their line about 
one o'clock. It would have been well if they 
could have halted for a moment, as their fatigue 
had already been exceffive; but fo great was their 
ardour and impetuofity, thac they waited not an 
~ inftant to attack the enemy. They were received 

: E with 
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with cool intrepidity, and with a prodigious dif- 

charge of ordnance. The King had ordered that 
the foldiers fhould not fire, but ufe their bayonets: 
this command was punctually obeyed. Not- 
withftanding the moft tremendous cannonade, the 
- Jine advanced in good order. At four hundred 
paces from the enemy they came down to the 
charging pofition, with a view to carry all before 
them with impetuofity; but the enemy’s mufquetry 
became dreadfully deftructive, and the intervals 
they caufed in our battalions were not to be re- 
placed... The grenadiers upon this came down 
from their heights, and followed the Pruffians 
{word in hand. This they practifed feverat 
times during the war, but they commonly had 
reafon to repent it. It was generally when the 
enemy gave way, upon which occafion there may 
be reafon to fuppole the meafure to be proper at 
firft fight; but if we fairly confider the nature of 
our arms, we mutt foon be convinced that it can 
be right on no occafion whatever. The foot 
foldier, when he draws his fword, muft either throw 
away his firelock, or muft fling it. If he does the _ 
laft, it caufes great impediment; and if the firft, 
he lofes his defence. In either cafe he muft draw 
back if the enemy fhould rally and oppofe with 
bayonets, or caufe their fecond line to move jn 
front. The Auftrians have learnt this cuftom 


. from the Turks, whofe’ janiffaries generally attack 


with {words when they have given a volley. But 
they fhould recollect that the Turks are ignorant 
of the ufe of the bayonet, which is much to be 

preferred 
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preferred to fwords for the foot foldier. The Im- 
perial grenadiers confider it as a proof of courage 
. to depend upon their fwords; but upon this oc- 
cafion, where thefe battalions gave way, and fled 
in confiderable diforder behind Sterboholi to the 
dams at Dubetch, not any one of them was wound, 
ed by a fword in the purfuit; and, on the other 
hand, when men are firm with bayonets fixed on 
their firelocks, they will laugh at fwords. 
_ The cavalry of the left wing of Marfhal Schwe- 
rin’s army mean while had croffed the dam near 
Sterboholi, and formed in the plain, with their left 
to the fifh-pond at Unter Micholup. This pond 
was about two hundred paces long, and the Au- 
{trians were drawn up behind it, and did not give 
their enemy the fmalleft oppofition in the paflage 
of the dam. Either they had loft their eye-fighr, 
or were in a ftate of indecifion what to do. In 
this {tate they were not fuffered to remain longs — 
for as foon as the Pruffian cavalry had marched up, 
the Prince of Schoneich, who commanded them, .~ 
attacked thofe of the enemy, threw their firft line 
into confufion, but loft his flanks, being out num- 
bered by the enemy on both fides, and was obliged 
to draw back by their fecond line, which now ad- 
vanced, But he again returned to the charge, at- 
tacked the enemy anew, and broke through their 
line in feveral places, though in others he was not 
fo fuccefsful. Colonel Warnery in particular, with 
five {quadrons of Putkammer’s huffars, having got _ 
through, left the pond at Unter Micholup to his 
B2 right, 
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right, and manceuvred with fuch fkill that he came 
on General Haddick’s flank, and not only dif- 


perfed feveral regiments of the enemy’s cavalry, 
but obliged the reft to defift from their purfuit 


of part of our cavalry which had been again beaten 


back. 
Engagements of cavalry differ from thofe of in- 


fantry in this refpect, that after an exertion they 
require more time to breathe and form anew, 
which gives the enemy an opportunity to rally. 
So it happened upon this occafion; but Ziethen’s 
and Werner’s huffars having come from the left 
wing, they renewed the attack, which now proved 
decifive. The whole Auftrian cavalry were dif- 
perfed, part of them were driven back behind their 
infantry, and part to Sabielitz and Unter Micholup. 
Some regiments of their cavalry endeavoured to 


rally, but the regiment of Stechow’s dragoons hav- 


Ing joined the huffars which Colonel Warnery. had 


again affembled, they attacked, and once. more 
routed the enemy, and took the ftandard of the’ 


regiment of the arch-duke Jofeph. 

The right wing of the Auftrian infantry was 
- then thrown into confufion, which was increafed 
by fome fquadrons of Pruffians who cut their way 
among them. 

During thefe engagements of the cavalry, Marfhal 
Schwerin was fully employed in endeavouring to 
reftore order to the broken infantry. He com- 
manded feveral battalions to advance from the fe- 


cond line into the firft, and to drive back the enenty. 
This 
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his they immediately proceeded to execute, but his 
own regiment unfortunately followed the example — 
of the.corps which ftood next them, and came to a 
halt. The Marfhal immediately quitted his horfe, 
took the colours in his hand, headed the troops, 
and having reftored the way to victory, died, like 
a true hero, for his country *. Several generals 
followed the example of the Marfhal i in difmount- 
ing.from their horfes, and leading their brigades 
on foot. This and their animating words in- 
{pired the foldiers with new ftrength. The enemy 
no longer could oppofe them, but took to a 
in great diforder. 

From a moyement which the Auftrian army 
made oppofite | to the King towards their own 
right, to gain more ground and form an angle, 
in the fear of being attacked in flank and rear, 
they fuffered feveral inconveniencies. Great hafte 
being made in unfavourable ground, their columns 
lengthened, which, when they came to form, oc- 


cafioned feveral intervals, and a great {pace was 
left 


® Upon a former occafion, Marfhal Schwerin reprefented 
to the King, that, inftead of forty thoufand men which had 
been promifed, the lifts only contained thirty thoufand. 
«© True,’ replied the King, ‘* but you have forgotten to 
add your own name, which may well be eftimated at ten 
thoufand.”?—'The Emperor Jofeph the Second, in the year 
1776, enquired for the fpot where Schwerin fell; and having 
drawn up fix battalions of grenadiers, fired three falvos of 
artillery and {mall arms, taking off his hat between each 
difcharge.—Marfhal Schwerin was killed at the age of fe- 
venty-three. TRANSLATOR, 
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left between this angle and the remaining part of 


the army behind Sterboholi. The left fide of the 
angle had not taken up a right alignement, which 
'feems to have been the caufe of this opening of 
above 400 paces. 

The King immediately faw the confequence of 
this manceuvre, and did not hefitate a moment to 
avail himfelf of the advantage. General Manftein, 
with the grenadier battalions of Kanitz, Fink, and 
Wedel, were immediately ordered to advance, and 
the regiments of Hzenplitz and Manteufell, and a 
body of cavalry, to fupport. 

The gaining of this poft was of the greateft ad- 
vantage, as flanking batteries were opened along 
the enemy’s right and left, which could not fail 
to prove decifive. The enemy withdrew their 
artillery from the redoubts, and giving way, the 
grenadiers purfued them clofely. The King, in 
feizing the advantage of this opening, had great 
difficulty, from the nature of the ground, which 
was extremely rugged. The regiments per- 
formed wonders of bravery. The lofs which fe- 
veral corps fuftained was very great. The regi- 
ment of Winterfeldt alone, in the atrack of a bat- 
tery, loft one thoufand men, having advanced 
under the fevereft fire in as good order'as if they 
had been ata review. The grenadiers of Maurice 
and Manteufeli advancing to their fupport, called 
out, ** Comrades, let us have our fhare of danger 
and of honour ;” and they fuffered very nearly as 
much, but gained the poft, The ey defended 

their 
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their retreat, fo that when one hill was gained, a 
line of troops appeared upon the inext, through 
which the fugitives retired, while they continued to 
maintain their ground with obftinacy. 

The Pruffian army kept inclining to their left 
towards the Moldau as they advanced. ‘The ene- 
my’s right wing was completely routed; they fled 
_ through Micholup and Sabietch in the greateft con- 
fufion; and the King having penetrated fo far that 
his right was now at the hofpital of invalids, and 
the left not far from Wifcherad, the retreat of the 
enemy’s right wing and center was cut off, and 
they had no other choice than to enter Prague, 
through which, after the battle, they endeavoured 
to pafs, but were driven back into the town by 
Marfhal Keith. Another body attempted to pafs 
the Moldau behind Wifcherad, but were prevented 
by the King’s Jeft wing. During the battle, Prince 
Maurice endeavoured to throw a bridge acrofs the 
Moldau at Brunick, above Prague, to come upon 
the enemy in rear; but, from the want of a fufficient 
number of pontoons, was obliged co defift, and 
could only cannonade them as they fled. Could 
this defign have been effected, their whole army 
muft have been deftroyed *. 

Thus ended the battle of Prague, in which both 
fides fought with extraordinary bravery. If thofe 
men who, in their admiration of the ancients, 
confider modern troops as little in comparifon, 
would, with imaginations unfeduced by all the elo- 


* Two or three pontoons more were wanting, and there was 
an unexpected {well in the river. ARCHENHOLTZ. 
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quence of ancient ‘hiftorians, compare the plain 
fats in every battle of this war with thofe of former 
times, they would acknowledge no inferiority on 
the fide of their contemporaries. The Pruffians 
did all that men could do. There were marfhes 
which they ftruggled through; there were moun- 
tains which they climbed, regardlefs of the formi- 
dable pofition of their enemies, and of the deftruc- 
tion caufed by their artillery. Some battalions did 
retire, but returned with frefh vigour to the attack. 
No battalion was twice beaten back. The fertile 
genius of the King had formed the Macedonians, 
which his father left him, into Spartans. 

The reafons why Lloyd’would have had the King 
rcfrain from attacking the enemy; ‘* that it was im- 
‘© probable he could lave beac them in fo ftrong a 
‘< camp, that they were in the neighbourhood of a 
«© fortrefs,” 8cc. &c. are obfervations of too common 
place a nature to have any weight. Marfhal Daun 
was approaching fo faft, that his junction with the 
main army was to be apprehended. Had this 
happened, it is obvious that it would have been 
ftill lefs probable the King fhould have beat them ; 
and as to the plan of marching towards Kollin or 
Kuttemberg, his Majefty would indeed have been 
no common general had he committed fuch a 
fault. That an army is not to be attacked becaufe 
they are in the neighbourhood of a fortrefs, is a 
moft extraordinary opinion. A fortrefs is fupplied 
with neceffary provifions for its own garrifon for a 
certain given time. + If you are fo fortunate as to 
beat the army in its neighbourhood, it then be- 

comes 
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comes the rendezvous of that army, not only of 
the fugitives, but of the wounded. The want of 
provifions alone muft foon oblige the commandant 
to a capitulation, and let the army’s ftrength with- 
in be what it may, they cannot ufe it if they are 
blocked up on every fide; an elaftic body, when 
compreffed, cannot preferve, or foon regain, its 
natural figure, or elafticity. As to their attacking 
Marfhal Keith, is it poffible that Lloyd can be feri- 
ous ? Does he not know that they did attack him {e- 
veral times in vain? We really might have expe@- 
ed better obfervations from the pen of Lloyd, in his 
attempts to throw light upon the aperations of 
the King ; yet he will reafon, as the French did on 
Newton, his great fellow-countryman. They tried, 
and tried again, their theories upon colours. ‘ His 
geometry produced the prifm, giving to optics a 
new form of {cience, upon which they reafoned. Had 
not Lloyd abounded ftill in common-place ideas 
and remarks, he would have feen no fuch mighty 
wonder in the King’s confidering it as poffible to 
fhut up an army of fifty thoufand men in Prague, 
in hopes of obliging them to furrender at laft. 
The lofs of the battle of Kollin hung on the turn 
ofa ftraw. Had the King gained it, what would 
have become of Prince Charles? He had an 
example of hiftory on his fide, in the block- 
ade and furrender of Vercingetorix, by Czlar, at 
Alexia. | 

As to the letter faid to have been written by 
Marfhal Belleifle, I never can believe that fo com- 


plete a French gafconade could proceed from the 
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pen of that brave General: ‘ Avec la moitié des 
<< troupes que le Prince Charles y a aékuellement, je 
© detruirois Larmée Pruffienne.’ With one 
« half of the troops which Prince Charles had, I 
<¢ would deftroy the Pruffian army.” Such im- 
pertinencies were not uncommon from the French 
for fome little time after the commencement of the 
war. Before the battle of Rofbach, an Efop figure 
of a French officer obferved, fhrugging up his 
fhoulders, ‘© On fait bien de l’bonneur a Monfieur 
‘© Je Marquis,” meaning the King of Pruffia, ‘ gue | 
© de lui faire une efpece de guerre; but as ta 
Marfhal Belleifle, when he was blocked up in 
Prague, and made his famous retreat from thence, — 
if he had had the King oppofed to him, he 
would have been fung in the ftreets of Paris, as 
the Count de Clermont was after the battle of 
Crevelt. 


Moitié cafque, moitié rabat, 
Clermont vaut bien un autre. 
Il preche comme un foldat, 
Et fe bat comme un apétre. 


Half helmet, half caffock; lo! Clermont, moft quaint, 
Has preached like a foldier, and fought like a faint. 


Lloyd cafts his reflections on the Auftrian Ge- 
nerals, particularly Marfhal Brown, with little ce- 
remony, and as little knowledge of the circum- 
ftances. ‘* The pofition of the right wing of the 
«¢ Auftrian cavalry was furely very advantageous, 
“‘ as the Pruffians could not attack them without 

“ expofing 
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«¢ expofing their flank to General Haddick’s 
«© huffars, which he had drawn up in an angle. 


«© Suppofe the. Auftrian cavalry had taken the 


A 


¢ pofition which Lloyd propofes, and placed their 
¢ right by the other dam, which was of very in- 
¢ confiderable depth, the Pruffians could have 
¢ attacked them not only with an equal front, 
«© but could have alfo made a circuit, and have 
<¢ come upon their flank and rear *.” 

The fuppofition of Marfhal Brown’s having . 
acted from private motives, is indecent and im- 
probable; fuch accufations fhould be founded on 
the fureft grounds, and not upon conjecture. 

As to the ftrength of the two armies in the bat- 
tle, both fides have over-rated the numbers of 
their opponent. Many confider it as a matter of 
great importance, to know if an army was ftrong 


“A 


A“ 


or weak in a battle; and think to find the key to 


many an event from this intelligence, which other- 
wife would be inexplicable. It is generally matter 
of confolation to the vanquifhed, that they were 
oppofed by fuperior nun:bers; yet it is not always 
matter of fhame to have been beaten by a great 
general. ‘Turenne and Monte Cuculi, if they had 
fought, muft one of them have loft the battle; but 
whether the victor or the vanquifhed was the greateft 


* I afk General Warnerey’s pardon for having ufed his — 
own words on this occafion. As he was prefent at this battle, 
and has a thorough knowledge of the taétics of the cavalry, he 
furely is the beft authority.—See his REMARKS fur plufteurs 
Auteurs Militgires, Page 95+ 
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man, would perhaps have appeared much more de- 
cidedly by their conduct after:the engagement. 
On the moft minute enumeration of the corps on 
either fide *, it appears that the Pruffians had in 
all Bohemia about one hundred and ten thoufand 
men, of whom fixty-four thoufand were on the field 


of battle, where the Auftrians had feventy-fix. 


thoufand fix hundred and twenty-one men. But 
very little ftrefs is to be Jaid upon the circum- 
ftance of one army’s being fomewhat ftronger than 
the other, unlefs the fuperiority be beyond all mea- 
fure. Fifty thoufand may well contend with fixty, 
feventy, or even eighty thoufand. The King has 
fhewn in this war, that with from twenty to thirty 
thoufand men he could beat an army of from fixty 
to eighty thoufand. His enemies indeed have never 
fhewn any fuch examples. Numbers may be often 
an incumbrance; and generals of the firft-rate have 
preferred commanding armies moderately numerous, 
knowing when to give and when to refufe a battle. 
Yet one advantage in fuperior numbers mutt re- 
main unqueftionable. Large corps can be de- 
tached to incommode an enemy in flank or rear, 
to caufe diverfion, or to form fieges. Had not 


* This in the original takes up many pages. The Prufhian 
account ftates, that the Auftrians loft 30 officers, and 4,000 
men, (the killed are not ftated,) fixty pieces of cannon, and 
10 ftandards: that their own lofs was 54 officers and 3,c99 
men killed ; 397 officers, 8,208 men wounded; and 6 officers, 
1,537-men mifling. Colonel Templehoff leaves the ftate of 
killed and wounded as it ftands in General Lloyd’s account. 
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the Auftrians been ftronger than the Prince of | 
Bevern at Breflau by more than twenty thoufand 
men, they never durft have formed the fiege of 
Schweiduitz. 


CONSIDERATIONS ON SUBSISTENCE. 


The reafoning of Lloyd upon the battle of 
Prague, partakes of all the wildnefs of the fpirit 
of adventure, and of all the wantonnefs of that of 
cenfure. " ¢ 

Lloyd is read with eagernefs, perhaps becaufe 
he has very boldly given to the world his thoughts 
upon the King’s operations. Mankind feel a fort of 
fatisfaftion and comfort when they find a heart 
fo ftout as to attack fuperior talents of decided 
eminence, and then are very ready to beftow ap- 
plaufe. 

Lloyd returns to his darling project of driving — 
the Auftrians acrofs the Danube, and befieging 
Olmutz. I muft beg to add fomething to what I 
have obferved in fpeaking of the firft campaign, 
to demonttrate ftill more fully the nature of this — 
chimera. | 

Pour etablir le corps d’une armée il faut com- 
mencer par le ventre. “To maintain .a military 
“© body, you mutt begin by providing for the belly.” 
If this plain rule be once forgotten, there can be no 
military operations; and yet to how many diffi- 
culties does the obfervation of it lead? the greater 
in proportion as the army is more numierous. 


Small corps of from ten to fifteen and twenty 
thoufand 
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thoufand men can penetrate more eafily into an 
enemy’s country than large armies. Hence in 
the thirty years war, armies being far lefs nume- 
rous than at prefent, could move from one end of 
Germany to the other. 

It muft neceffarily be the firft care of a general, 
in the execution, as well as in the plan of a cam- 
’ paign, not only to obtain fufficient means of fub- 
fiftence, but to difpofe of it in magazines in fuch 
fituations as may be moft advantageous. The 
lines of operation will be one or more as the army 
forms different bodies. 

In an offenfive war, thefe lines, proceeding from 
different directions, will unite at fome fixed point, 
to which the main defign will tend. In a de- 
fenfive war, thefe lines extend from poft to poft 
along the frontier, and to the rear. The King’s 
line of operations in the prefent campaign, on the 
one fide of Drefden, was directed upon Prague, 
through Budin and Welwarn; on the other fide, 
from Zittau, through Gubel, Jung Buntzlau, 
Brandeis, and alfo upon Prague. On the fide of 
Silefia, from Schwednitz and Glatz, through. 
Landfhut, Konithoff, Gitchin, Buntzlau, and 
Brandeis, upon Prague. 

To. determine on the choice of fuch lines of 
Operation among the great variety which occur, 
as may conduce to the main object by the fhorteft 
and moft efficacious way, is certainly one of the 
principal qualities of a general. The fuccefs or 
failure of moft operations turns entirely upon this, 


Is the choice a good one? Advantages obtained ~ 
by 
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by victory, or otherwife, may then be turned to 
- great.account; or if you have the misfortune not 
to conquer, or are obliged by other unfavourable 
circumttances to change the original defign, you 
can draw back with fafety. On the contrary, if 
the choice be bad, battles may be won, yet no ad- 
vantage be gained. Armies may be under -the 
neceffity of yielding up their conquefts, and of eva- 
cuating whole provinces which they had gained. 
Numberlefs examples may be found in the courfe 
of this war, to illuftrate thefe affertions. 

The fubfiftence of the army then being a con- 
fideration of the very firft importance, we muft not 
only pay attention to the circumftances of the 
country propofed as the theatre of war, to the 
degree of its fertilicy, &c. 8cc. but likewife to the 
feafon of the year. 

The chief articles of an army’s fubfiftence are 
bread and forage. Thefe are rarely to be had in 
a fufficient quantity from any country for a length 
of time. On this account, magazines muft be 
placed along the line of operations in places either 
tenable in themfelves, or fo fituated that they may 
be covered by few troops; and a fure communi- 
cation with the grand magazines muft be main- 
tained, to fupply the confumption readily, and 
without great difficulty. In this campaign, the 
King’s main magazine was in Drefden. More in| 
front they were in Leutmeritz and Melnick. On 
the other fide they were in Zittau, Schwednitz, 
Jung Buntzlau, and Brandeis. Such magazines 
mutt 
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muft receive continual fupplies of flour and forage, 
whether they are procured from your own or from 
your enemy’s country. Whether magazines of 
. forage are requifite or not, muft be decided by the 
feafon of the year. 

The ftate of the army being known, the mafs of 
bread and forage daily requifite may eafily be cal- 
culated, and when the time which probably may be 
neceflary for the execution of an operation is con- 
fidered in the eftimates, the quantity required may 
ftill be afcertained. 

An army of one hundred thoufand men will con- 
fume daily two hundred thoufand pounds of bread. 
The common ration is two pounds a man. We 
know from experience that feventy-five pounds of 


flour will yield one hundred pounds of bread. — 


Reckon daily for every hundred men one hundred 
and fifty pounds of flour, one hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds will be required for the daily 
confumption. An army furnifhed with the proper 
implements of war has always a moveable maga- 
zine in the dread waggons of each troop and com- 
pany. They commonly can carry fix days bread: 
the foldiers carry three. The army is thus fut- 
nifhed for nine days; a time fufficient for moft en- 
terprifes, efpecially when, after the expenditure, you 
can receive fupplies anew. 

In a defenfive war, your marches commonly 
extend along your chain of rhagazines, which are 
often in ftrong places, and you can move from 


one magazine to another without fear of want of 
bread, 


Dn tot 
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bread, even although thefe places fhould be at the 
diftance of eight or nine days from each other. 

By means of the provifion train a greater fupply 
may, upon an extraordinary occafion, be carried 
‘with the army, by increafing the number of car- 
riages. Thefe are generally flightly loaded in the | 
field, for many reafons; fo that a waggon with four 
horfes feldom carries more than eighteen meafures 
of feventy-five pounds each. This yields eighteen 
hundred pounds of bread. Such a waggon then is 
fufficient to furnifh bread for nine days for one 
hundred men, and one thoufand waggons will be 
equifite to furnifh bread for the whole army for 
the fame period of nine days, befide thofe which 
muft carry neceffaries for the train. 

When all thefe preparations are made with care, 
and the bread waggons, the flour waggons, and the 
field bakery, are properly appointed, an army is 
then furnifhed for eighteen days, and can under- 
take any operation which does not require longer 
time. | . 

The field bakery is commonly conftruéted fo as 
to fupply bread every fecond or third day. In an 
iron oven of the ufual fort, one hundred and fifty 
loaves, of fix pounds each, can be baked at once; 
and when it is neceffary, the ovens can bake five 
times in one day. Such an oven then can daily 
furnifh feven hundred and fifty men with three 
days bread. To furnifh one hundred thoufand 
men with bread for three days, there muft be one 
-hundred and thirty-four fuch ovens. When the 
| F bakery 
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bakery happens to be fet up in a town, the ovens 
therein can all be employed, and the bread ne- 
ceffary for the army be prepared in a_ fhorter 
time. — 

Let us now confider this army as leaving their 
magazines, and penetrating into an enemy’s. coun- 
try, to proceed upon a certain chofen line of opera- 
tions. We fuppofe the {pring to be the feafon; 
they cannot then expect to find fubfiftence in the 
country, efpecially if the enemy have been ftation- 
ed there throughout the winter. They muft be 
furnifhed from their own magazines, which, as we 
have obferved, can be effected for eighteen days. 
But -as there can be bread ready only for nine 
days, more muft be begun to be baked fome days 
before the quantity is expended, 

Not more than fix days march then can be made 
without a halt; for as four days are requifite to pre- 
pare.a ftore of fix days bread for the army, if this 
were not done, there would be no bread the tenth day. 
The bakery muft therefore be fet to work on the fifth, 

or at moft on the fixth day, from the beginning of 
the march: fo that an army muft advance gra- 
dually from their main magazines, if they would 
~ not be obliged to return. . Their bufinefs being te 
eftablifh magazines upon their line of operations, 
the provifion train-has not only to fupply the con- 
. fumption, but-a certain fuperabundance, to pre- 
pare for the worft, until it is poffible to fill.new 


magazines by deliveries from the enemy’s country. 


I fhall 
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I fhall fuppofe the bakery fet to work the fifth 
day from the commencement of the march, fixty 
miles from the main magazine: the deficiency of — 
flour is to be fupplied as follows: | | 

The half of the provifion train unloads the fifth 
day, and goes back. By the time they have reach- 
ed the magazine, the other half unloads, and goes 
likewife back. Reckon fifteen miles for each day’s 
march, and one day between loading and unload- 
ing, which is the fmalleft computation ; upon this 
calculation they return in nine days. On the four-. 
teenth day the army has, or has had, bread for 
twenty-two days and a half; on the feventeenth 
for twenty-feven; on the twenty-third for thirty- 
one and a half; and on the twenty-fixth for thirty- 
fix days, including what has been ferved. out, and 
what is ftill in the bread-waggons. Thus it appears 
that thirteen days flour will always be in ftore, fo 
that want is not immediately to be apprehended. 

Now if you place your bakery farther from your 
main magazine, fo that your provifion train hall 
require twelve or more days to replace the con- 
fumption, in a fhort time this would be found to be 
impoffible. Suppofe the diftance eighty miles, 
the train will require twelve days to go and to re- 
turn. The bakery, in this cafe, will be fet to work 
on the feventh day, and, by a parity of reafoning, 
the fame meafures being adopted with the train, 
on the tenth the army will have, or have had, 
bread for twenty-two days and a half; on the 
twenty-fourth for twenty-feven; on the thirtieth 
for thirty-one and a half; and on the thirty-fixth 

= e2 for 
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for thirty-fix days. The want of bread then follows ; 
and if the army be obliged to draw back, number- 
lefs inconveniencies muft enfue: The following may 
therefore be eftablifhed as a principle; viz. 

‘That your bakery, if it is to be fupplied folely 
from your main magazine and not from any con- 
voy out of the enemy’s country, muft be at that 
degree of proximity to your main magazine, that 
the provifion train fhall have it in their power to 
fupply the confumption in nine days. | 

Nor muft the army remove beyond a certain 
diftance from the bakery; that is to fay, the bread- 
wagons muft be dble to go and to return in fix 
days; for as they can-only load fix days bread, 
it 1s obvious that if they require longer time to 
_ go between the bakery and the army, want muft 
be the confequence. Befides, when the diftance is 
great, a ftrong efcort is always requifite. In that 
cafe the enemy may very poffibly fucceed in their 
attempts to cut off or difperfe a convoy. . 

Hence it follows, that in the feafon where no 
means of fubfiftence are to be found in a country, 
namely, in the fpring, the. penetrating far into an 
enemy’s territory muft be attended with confider- 
able difficulties. Neverthelefs cafes may be fup- 
pofed when it may be of the greateft confequence 
to appear early in the field, and to drive back the 
enemy as far as poffible: for example, when the 
Campaign is to be opened with a fiege. When 
an undertaking of this nature is intended, pre- 
parations muft be made to affemble a number of 
Carriages in the country of the winter-quarters, 

fufficient 
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fufficient to carry a fortnight’s, or a month’s flour 
for the army, befides the waggons of the provi- 
~ fion train which will add to the quantity. No fmall 
number of .waggons then will be requifite. If we 
fuppofe chat each country waggon will carry twelve 
meafures of flour, two thoufand waggons will be. 
requifite to carry only twelve days flour for an 
army fuch as I have ftated. Thus much however. 
may be done as a:collateral aid, that as long as you 
remain in the enemy’s country you may collect all 
the flour you can find there, and any corn that re- 
mains may be ground into flour. But you muft 
not rely too much upon this: you are to truft only 
to your own magazines. ‘The fupplies which are 
obtained accidentally may ferve as a counter-ba- 
lance to unexpected events, fuch as the lofs of a 
convoy, &c. &c. | 

But if the fupply of dread require fo much at- 
tention from a commander, the fupply of forage is 
not lefs material or difficult, efpecially when ‘the’ 
campaign is opened early in the fpring. To pre- 
vent the cavalry and other faddle horfes of the 
army from being worn down at the beginning of a 
campaign, each horfe muft daily have three feeds 
of oats, and the carriage and pack-horfes the fame 
quantity of barley or rye. 

In the formation of defigns, we ought to make 
an eftimate, according to the rules of probability, 
of the quantity of forage which the circumftances 
of the country of which we are about to take poffef- 
fion may yield. This will require a local know- 


. ledge of the degree ofits fertility. Ina fquare Ger- _ : | 
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man mile* I will fuppofe one half arable, the other 
half meadows, rivers, lakes, woods, villages, or ponds, 
Suppofe the hufbandman to leave fallow one-third 
of this arable land; another third to be fown with 
wheat, or rye; a fixth with oats; and the remain- 
ing fixth with other vegetables. Allow a German 
mile to be two thoufand Rhineland rods in length ; 
the fquare of that mile contains four millions, and 
the half two millions of fquare rads, or nearly 
11,412 acres, reckoning the acre at one hundred 
and eighty {quare rods, whereof the fixth part, or 
1,852 acres, are fown with oats. On each acre 
we may reckon fix facks, or at: leaft five, Half — 
the fquare of a German mile wil] then yield 9,260 
facks of oats. 

An army requiring daily 100,000 rations, will, 
according to the prefent cuftom, have 48,000 
horfes. Suppofe among them 16,000 draught 
and pack-horfes, which require no aats, 32,000 
will remain that do require them; their quantity - 
will be 96,000 pecks, or 6,000 Berlin facks+ of 
oats. It follows then that a German {quare mile 
will be fufficient to fupport the cavalry, and other 
faddle horfes of the army, for a day and a half, and 
two {quare miles for three days, with oats. The 

* About five Englith miles. - . 

+ The German word /cheffel has been here tranflated fack, 
and, a little before, meafure. 564 Berlin fcheffels are equal 
to a laft of Suet! which contains 81 3 Englifh bufhels ; 
fo that a {cheffel is 1233, or nearly one buthel two pecks 
Englifh. The Rhineland foot is 12-372 Englith inches. The 


calculation of produce feems on purpofe to be eftimated at 4 
very low rate, TRANSLATOR. 
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carriage and pack-horfes will find fufficient fub- 
fiftence from the other fpecies of grain. 

This calculation can only hold good while the 
oats are ftill in the ftraw, whether on the ground, 
or in the ftack. At any other feafon of the year 
than the autumn, immediately after harveft, fome 
deduétion muft be made, and in the fpring the 
calculation will not apply at all. 

If a campaign be opened early in the -fpring, as 
in the months of April or May, and you intend 
to penetrate into the enemy’s country, care muft 
be taken that the neceffary corn and forage be pro- 
vided for the whole time of operation, and that it 
be tranfported to the army as long as you cannot 
forage in the fields and villages. Even when rye, 
barley, and oats, can be had in green forage, thefe 
mutt be confidered but as grafs; and if we fhould 
diminifh the ration even one half, ftill a confider- 
able mafs of corn will be neceffary, and the condi- 
tion of the cavalry will be impaired ; the tranfporta- 
tion of this forage muft cccafion prodigious diffi- 
culties whenever you remove to the fmalleft diftance 
from your magazines. A multitude of carriages 
will be requifite, which are not always to be had 
in the country of which you are in poffefion. An 
army then muft encounter prodigious inconve- 
niences in its advance, unlefs their forage and 
fubfiftence can be conveyed to them by water. 
This happens in Bohemia, on the fide of Saxony, ~ 
where the Elbe is navigable as far as Leutmeritz ; 
but when you would penetrate into Bohemia, of 
Moravia, from the fide of Silefia, there is no con- 
veyance but land carriage. 

*F 4. To 
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To fum up the whole, I will fuppofe the army 
to advance fo far that each convoy fhall require 
fifteen days in going between the main magazine 
and the army. When they have balted, they 
ought to be furnifhed with at leaft fifteen days 
forage. If fix days march are to be made, they 
mutt proceed from the magazines with eighteen 
days corn. | 

Not to fwell the computation, I will abide by 
the fuppofition of the half ration only being brought 
from the magazine, and that we fhall truft to the 
country for the other half. 

An army with forty-eight thoufand horfes, accord- 
ing to this ftatement, daily requiring four thoufand 
five hundred Berlin facks of oats, muft in eighteen 
days have eighty-one thoufand facks. Suppofe a 
waggon, with four horfes, to carry cighteen facks, 
there muft be four thoufand five hundred waggons 
for the firft tranfportation, which muft be doubled 
if you carry the whole ration. Add the two thou- 
fand waggons, neceffary for the bringing of flour, 
and there are fix thoufand five hundred waggons to 
be furnifhed. 

Hence we may perceive how many difficulties 
are attendant upon operations in the {pring *, par- 
ticularly in countries where there are no navigable 
rivers. ‘The ftatement is very moderate, becaute 
the half ration is adopted, and hay and ftraw are 





* There may be local and occafional exceptions from this 
rule, after a year of uncommon produ¢e, and in countries of 
great fertility ; fuch as the Netherlands for-example. 

| TRANSLATOR. 
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not confidered, it being fuppofed that the coun, 
may furnifh them. 

As long as it is neceffary to provide corn n for the 
cavalry, it will be impoffible to remove to a greater 
diftance ‘than two or three days march from the 
magazines. No undertaking, in fuch cafes, is 
likely to fucceed at a greater diftance with large 
bodies. The deftruction of an enemy’s magazines 
may be attempted with {mall corps, fince a fufficient 
quantity of forage will probably be found in the 
towns and villages. of the country, if they have 
not been entirely exhaufted, Befides, fuch expe- 
ditions are commonly executed with rapidity, and 
concluded in a few days. 

There is one cafe, however, in which a General 
Can venture to penetrate into an enemy’s country 
without thefe complex preparations; when the 
enemy have placed their magazines at fo {mall 
a diftance from their frontiers, that, by juftly 
ordered difpofitions, there appears a probability 
of taking poffeffion of them before the enemy can 
refcue or deftroy them. ‘This was the cafe in the 
prefent campaign. In fuch an undertaking a Ge- 
neral does not rifk much. If he fhould fail, he can 
eafily draw back; but if he prove fuccefsful, he ~ 
fubjeéts the enemy to the greateft difficulties. 
Their operations will prove retrograde ; the afpect 
of the war-will undergo a change very unfavour- 
able to them; they may’ find themfelves obliged 
to form plans entirely new, .and miay even be 
forced to the adoption of a fyftem of defence. 

When you have not the defien of carrying the 
war into the enemy’s country, but mean to be on 

F 5 the 
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the defenfive, no favourable opportunity muft be 
neglected to carry off their magazines; or if. that 
_ cannot be effected, to deftroy them. In order to 


be fortunate in fuch attempts, you muft completely. 


know the art of coming by furprife upon your 
enemy, and of veiling your intentions in fuch ob- 
fcurity; that although poffeffed of the greateft ad- 
drefs, he may conclude that your defigns are to- 
tally different from what they really are. 


CONSEQUENCES OF THE BATTLE OF PRAGUE. 


Let us now apply the preceding principles to 
Genera] Lloyd’s project of driving the Auftrians 
to the Danube. We plainly fee that the King 
could not even think of this till the harveft feafon. 
He had no magazines for his further progrefs in 
Bohemia. The country was completely exhautft- 
ed, ‘and there was no forage as yet upon the 
ground. It then became his object to oblige that 
army to furrender, which he had defeated, and had 
driven into Prague. ‘* The King,” fays Lloyd, 
‘© in the vain, but flattering hopes of obliging fifty 
« ‘choufand men to furrender prifoners of war, loft 
«‘ fight of Daun and the right wing, and neg- 
“© lected the opportunity of ftriking a decifive 
“ blow.” 

What would he have faid, if the King had fet 
out with his army in purfuic of Marfhal Daun, 
and left an army of fifty thoufand men in his rear, 
to cut him off from Saxony and his magazines $ 
What fort of a decifive blow could the King have 

ftruck, if he had let chofe fifty thoufand men efcape 
Is 
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Ys it poffible to comprehend what Lloyd could 
mean by a decifive blow? It feems that the moft 


-decifive blow which the King could pofiibly have 


ftruck, would have been to force thefe fifty thoufand 
men to furrender. He had far. greater reafon to 
hope for fuccefs in this defign than any which Lloyd 


could poffibly devife ; that of driving the Auftrians 


acrofs the Danube not excepted. But Lloyd, ta 
give his reafonings an air of confequence, lays 
down fuch propofitions as we can well fay never. 
entered into the mind of any other man. With 
him it is a mere nothing to vanquifh two great 
armies, and take their whole artillery and baggage, 
Prince Charles muit have retired to the Danube: 
he could not have prefumed to remain near the 
King, without being expofed to complete deftruc- 
tion. No; he could not even be in fecurity on 
this fide of the Danube, but muft have endeavour- 
ed to have paffed that broad river with the greateft 
expedition to join the other troops. We muft 
either fuppofe the Auftrians to have been fuddenly 
ftruck with blindnefs, or to have remained totally 
ina@tive while they heard of the mee taking 
Prague and Olmutz. 

Truly Lloyd pays his friends the Auftrians 
and their generals a very handfome compliment. 
I for my part, who certainly muft, during this war, 
confider myfelf as their enemy, have yet too much 
confidence in them to fuppofe, even for a moment, 
that their conduct could have juttified the {malleft 
part of this extraordinary conception, 


Yet 
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Yet all this, according to Lloyd, mutt certainly 
have come to pafs, if the King, inftead of befieging 
the town, had, the morning after the battle, de- 
tached twenty thoufand men to Benefchau in pur- 
fuit of the enemy, and had moved with the re- 
mainder of the army to Bohmifh Brode againtt 
Daun. Anadmirable project! If we take up the 
map, we fhall foon fee that if Prince Charles had 
been at liberty the. morning after the battle, he 
could have been at Benefchau before the twenty 
thoufand Pruffians. If the King had marched 
again{t Daun, he certainly would have drawn back; 
in which cafe Prince Charles could have eafily found 
means to cut off this corps from the King’s army, 
or to have fhut them in between himfelf and thae 
part of his beaten army which was at Benefchau. 
It is unaccountable that it never occurred to Lloyd 
in his project, to leave a corps in oppofition to 
. Prince Charles, at leaft to prevent his undertaking 
any thing againft the King’s magazines. This 
corps fhould have been at leaft forty thoufand 
{trong ; and if we fuppofe the King’s army after 
the battle was ftill ninety thoufand ftrong, there 
~ would have remained fifty thoufand. Had he de- 
tached twenty thoufand men to Benefchau in pur- 
fuit of the fugitives of the right wing of the Au- 
ftrians, thirty thoufand would have been left for 
him to have advanced with againft Marfhal Daun. 

But the Marfhal had full thirty thoufand men 
under his command, and when joined by feventeen 
or twenty thoufand, who efcaped from the battle, 
and when the King had likewife been joined by his 

twenty 
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twenty thoufand, the two armies would have been 
nearly of equal ftrength. I cannot fee why it 
fhould have been neceffary for Daun to run like 
the Amalekites, fuppofing him to have been as 
{wift of foot. I therefore muft return to. what I 
have faid, that it was incomparably more agree- 
able to the principles of war, to keep Prince Charles 
fhut up, than to leave him at liberty to form new 
operations. 

That ‘© when Daun advanced, the King had no 
*¢ choice but to raife the fiege, and to attack the 
«© Marfhal with his whole force ;” this thought is 
fo very extravagant, that Lloyd’s boldnefs in invent- 
ing itis much to be admired. It 1s one of the firft 
principles in war to fruftrate the intentions of the 
enemy, and if poffible to do the very contrary of 
what he wifhes you to do. Daun had no other 
objeét than to relieve Prince Charles. Did the 
King raife the fiege? This object was obtained 
without a blow, and the Auftrian commander had 
little more to wifh for. Would Prince Charles 
then have permitted the King to have attacked 
the Marfhal with his whole force? Would he not 
have followed him, and have endeavoured fo form 
a junction with the Marfhal ? Could not the latter 
have chofen pofitions by which he might have 
avoided an engagement with the King? Or fup- 
pofe the King had beaten Marfhal Daun; what 
would he have gained thereby ? After the battle, 


there would have been as ftrong an army as his 


own in Bohemia, as the vanquifhed troops would 
F 7 have 
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have united with thofe of Prince Charles, then at 
liberty to act. Where then was the decifrve blow? 
Things would have remained in the fame fituation 
as before, or rather would have had a more un- 
favourable afpect for the King. Very different 
would have been the event if he had beaten Daun 
at.Kollin. Then would there have been no need 
to ftudy a chimera; there would have been a &- 
cifive blow, of which hiftory, in ancient or modern 
times, could hardly furnifh an example. 

The fiege of Olmutz is a project by no means 
im concert with the fituation of affairs at that time. 
It is extraordinary how often Lloyd contradicts 
himfelf. When we confider the motives which, 
in his opinion, are requifite to induce a commander 


to undertake a fiege, we fhall find that not one of - 


them exifted at this time. Had fuch been the 
intention, the King muft have marched diagonally 
through Bohemia, and no where have found either 
bread or forage. Suppofe thefe difficulties fur- 
mounted, yet two months muft have elapfed until 
he could have appeared before the place. When 
we reflect that the King mutt have firft made the 
neceflary preparations for the fiege; that he mutt 
have eftablifhed magazinesin Moravia for the main- 
tenance of the befieging army; that this could only 
. have been done from his ftores in Upper Silefia; 
and that for the tranfportation of provifions, batter- 
ing artillery, and other implements, a prodigious 
number of carriages muft have been requifite; the 
time required is furely not too great. While the 
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_ King was thus employed, the Auftrians would have 
had the opportunity of recovering from their lofs at 
Prague, and of receiving reinforcements. It 4s 
{carcely to be fuppofed that they would have 
remained inactive; or that, with an army which 
in a fhort time muft have amounted to one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand men, they would not 
have made a fingle attempt to attack the King, 
and relieve the fortrefs. 

The prelervation of Saxony muft have had fome 
fhare of the King’s attention. Had he gone into 
Moravia, he muft have left an army behind of at 
leaft thirty thoufand men for the protection of Sax- 
ony. Having ninety thoufand, there would have 
remained fixty thoufand. From them he muft 
have detached, at leaft, fifteen thoufand to the 
fiege, which he would have covered with the 
remaining forty-five thoufand. ‘The Auftrians 
could have a¢ted againft both armies with a fu- 
perior force. For if they detached fifty thoufand 
men againft the army which covered Saxony, they 
had feventy thoufand men to march againft the 

King. Had they, but with moderate condud, 
- employed this fuperiority, they probably would 
have been as fuccefsful as in 1758, and the King 
muft have had to raife the fiege, and to draw 
back into Silefia. Even the conqueft of the 
place would have been of no great advantage 
to his affairs, as the near approach of the French, 
and the army of the Empire, muft have obliged 
him to return to Saxony. The enemy would 


have 
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have had an opportunity of re-conquering the 
place, and the King would have loft a garrifon 
~ of feveral thoufand men. 

Had the Auftrians adopted the sieifake of re- 
moving to Saxony with the greateft pare of their 
army, and of driving back as far as poffible the 
corps appointed for the protection of Saxony, and 
have laid fiege to Drefden, the King would proba- 
‘bly of himfelf have raifed the fiege, as the poffeffion 
of Saxony was certainly of greater confequence to 
him than that of Olmutz.. But had he had the 
misfortune to be attacked and beaten by the armies 
advancing to relieve the place, then would he have 
ftood in need of all his great talents to have extri- 
cated his affairs from fuch impending ruin. Had 
_ he beaten the Auftrians, the conqueft of Ol- 
mutz would have been the fole fruit-of the victory ; 
and he muft have returned to Saxony, and left 
that fortrefs to its deftiny. Perhaps fuch an 
event would have obliged the Auftrians to have 
adopted more prudent meafures, to have ap- 
proached nearer, to their allies the French and 
the army of the Empire, and to have employed 
their ftrength more fully upon the fide of Sax- 
ony: By thefe means alone could their objects 
have been accomplifhed. 


—- —— 
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ON THEORY. 


From the whole of the foregoing obfervations, 
it appears that Lloyd had either no right theory of 
war, or that he failed in the application. Theory 
. has been faid to be the right foot, and Experience 
the left. ‘To move, we muft have both. The ob- 
fervation is atruth, and whoever would acquit him- 
felf upon the theatre of war with approbation, 
muft form a proper theory of the part he has to aét. 
Yet. there are. many who have much averfion to all 
theory. Such men have no conception of the 
meaning of the word, which being of greater ac- 
ceptation in the fchools of fcience than in common 
- life, they think applicable only to grammarians 
or pedants. Their opinions would be changed if — 
they confidered, that theory is nothing more than - 
the collection of the principles by which they are 
to act, in order to be fortunate: Without it, all is 
accidental ; all fuccefs ought to aftonifh; no mif- 
fortune ought to raife our wonder. _ 

There may be yet another caufe why theory js 
not to the tafte of a certain fet of men. The ap- 
plication of thefe principles requires much diligent 
and conftant obfervation, an occupation by no means 
{uited to their minds: fo that we find but few, alas!. 
but very few, who think at all upon the fubject. 
It appears to them much eafier, and more agree- 
able, to truft to chance, for what they ought to do 
ypon particular occafions, and to learn by experi- 

G ence 
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ence alone; as if a man’s experience could com- 
prehend the vaft variety of different conjunctures 
which occur 1n war. 

It is indeed a ftrange fuppofition that we can 
tome near perfection, in one of the moft diffi- 
cult of f{ciences, without endeavouring to acquire 
juft principles, and to expect every thing from ex- 
perience; or, more properly fpeaking, from the 
number of years that we have worn a uniform; the 
beft of which are often but too much devoted to 
the paffions. 

Theory and experience muft go hand in hand 
to form an officer ofeminence. By theory, we learn 
the moft effential principles in the formation of the 
different fpecies of troops which compofe the great 
bodies that confticute an army. We difcover the 
elements by which the different parts are connected 
together, and are brought to act with the greateft 
energy and effect. It teaches us to reject thofe¢ 
movements which are not applicable to the whole 
as well as to the part. It opens our eyes upon 
prejudices, errors, and ancient habits, tending to 
defeat the very purpofes they were intended to 
promote. By theory, we learn difcernment of 
poffibilities, and difcover the means moft effica- 
cious for their execution; we penetrate our ene- 
my’s intentions; we forefee, and we prevent, his 
meafures; or we determine when it may be pru- 
dent to abandon our defigns. Above all, a firm 
and undaunted conduét, a conftant and undifturb- 
ed prefence of mind, ina dangerous, a complicated, 

and 
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uhd an embarraffed fituation; can only be the refult 
of a found and rational theory. On the contrary, 
the want of it creates uncertainty, irrefolution, and 
a fatal anxiety of deportment, which, fpreading 
like cofitagion through the troops, unnerves their 
faculties, and brings on the lofs of many a golden 
opportunity of turning the balance of advantage, 
when, by fome daring unexpected ftroke, we might 
evade or rife fuperior to our enemy, at the mo- 
ment he thought us in his power. 

‘Well may we afk, how any one can form a well 
connected plan of operations, if he is unacquainted 
with the theory of war? This, and this only, can . 
raife him to the height from whence his eye can 
furvey the wide field, can trace the paths on which - 
he ought to tread, and point to the pofition of ap- 
proach, by which, with the greateft certainty and 
expedition, he may attain the object of his hopes, 
How fhall he caft a look into futurity, to anti- 
cipate what fhall be probable, to forefee the chain 
of different events which may occur in the courfe 
of a war, and to feparate their confequences ? 
How, if thefe profound confiderations are not: 
guided by well-founded theory ? 

Should the principles, upon which the theory of 
any {cience is conftructed, be erroneous, innumera- 
ble faults muft be the certain.confequence; but they 
will be moft feverely felt in war. If the metaphy- 
fical philofopher proceeds upon falfe grounds, the 
mifchief is not great; his readers indeed may be 
tired: but a general, acting on improper principles, 

‘may be the caufe of many a gallant foldier lying 
G 2 dead 
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dead upon the field, and of forcing his. fovereign 
to a difgraceful peace. . 

And. yet we feem ftill very far. from poffeffing a 
good theory of the art .of war, notwithftanding that 
the French have overflowed, and ftill do overflow 
all Europe with their military fyftems. , Thefe are 
only various forms of the fame Greek and Roman 
difh, mixed up with the dreams of a Folard.. 

We might obtain the theory we require, by 
meditating on the actions of the King, of Prince 
Henry, of Duke Ferdinand,:and the. Duke of 
Brunfwick. Were it neceflary to. look. farther 
back for inftruétion, we ‘fhall find it in the condué 
of the great Guftavus Adolphus, and if we add a 
Condé, a Turenne, a Marlborough, an Eugene, 
a Saxe, we fhould not ftand in need of -gleaning 
military fcience from us putones of ancient Greece 
and Rome. | 

A foldier who lolli the sabicon of being 
_ more than a mere inftrument, and would create 
a fyftem.for himfelf which fhould enable him to 
fill any ftation in which he may happen to be 
placed, need-only draw his fources from the mili- 
tary hiftory of thefe commanders, marking their 
conduct upon thofe occafions when their talents 
were called-forth. He then perhaps may. catch a 
{park of their ethereal fire, and comprehend their 
_ principles and theory; not by reading merely, but by 
meditation: ‘and yet how few can think? We mutt, 
~ befides, be filled with paffion for our occupation. 
For the officer who is not attached to his profeffioa 
as he would be to his miftrefS, can. never-rife co 
eminence. 


—— 
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The King, having effeGted a ee with the 
Prince.of Bevern on ate rath of June, took: up ‘his 
camp with the right to Malhotitzy and the left to 
Kaurzim, at which laft he fixed-his head. quarters. 
The army remained in this pofition-on the 15th and 
16th, to give time for the arrival.of Prince-Maurice, 
who was cotning with fix battalions and ‘ten: fqua- 
drons'from Prague, and’ likewife in expectation of 
the breatl wagoons, which had gone to load at 
. Nimburg: «The prodigious number of -the -ene- 
my’s light troops, which ‘covered: the country: in 
frorit of their army, prevented the poffibility of ob- 

tairfihg any’ cértain intelligence of. Marfhal Daun’s 

pofition, in fpite of every effort in reconnoitring. 
The King “had fent out Colonel Warnery for’ this 
purpofe, alorig'the Zaffawa, ‘but he did not return 
cil! a few hours before: the battle. - : 

| The bread having at length iad on the 7th; 
was ferved out’ to the army in the forenoon,’ and 
the King, that very afternoon, refolved to move 
to the heights of Suchdol. But Daun had ‘moved 
from his camp ‘at Gintitz on the 17th, ahd ‘on the 
evening had arrived upon the heights at Krieche- 
nau, where he took up a camp, with his-‘right 
behind Chotzemitz, and his left to Swoyfchitz. 

The direct road from Kaurtzin to Suchdol.-paffes 
through ‘the diftric&t where the enemy were pofted. | 
‘The King being informed of their having blocked. 
°F his way, was ; obliged to change his plan. He 

G 3 moved 
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moved his army by divifions to the left, and drew 
farther back to Nimburg. Planian then lay im- 
mediately in front of the infantry of his left flank, 
and his right extended towards Kaurtzim. 

This movement made the enemy apprehend 
that the King would turn their right flank, and 
perhaps oblige them ta change their pofition; and 
it appears that this really ‘was the King’s defign. 
Daun moved his camp the fame night, and brought 
his right nearer to Kretzezor. The corps of Na- 
dafti was moved from the left wing-tawards the 
rear, and took poft upon the heights to the right 
of Krezezor. They arrived there at break of day, 
and their pofition was fuch, that their hnffars and 
fome other cavalry were in three divifions on their 
right. One thoufand of the regiment called Ger- 
manic cavalry, and three Saxon regiments of light 
cavalry, Prince Albert’s, Bruhl’s, and Prince 
Charles’s, were drawn up on their left, A deep 
ravine feparated this corps from the--main army, 
Infantry and croats occupied the copfe wood and 
the village of Kretzezor,. near to which batteries 
were erected, 2 

General Nadafti had given me to General 
Noftitz, who commanded the Saxon cavalry, to 
extend them, as well as the thoufand German ca- 
valry, as much as poffible, to occupy the whole 
fpace between the wood and the right of Daun’s 
army. But the diftance was too great for this to 
be effected by them, and befides the ground was 
not to. be defended by cavalry from an attack of 
infantry. Lieutenant on B—— reprefented 


this 
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this to General Noftitz, who found that the remark 
was juft, and haftened to General Nadafti, to re- 
prefent the neceffity of occupying the poft with in- 
fantry. General Noftitz could not find General 
Nadafti, but Lieutenant Colonel B feeing him 





approach, rode up, and communicated his remarks 


and apprehenfions as to the nature of the poft. 
General Nadafli likewife found that they were well 
grounded, and haftened toward Marfhal Daun, to 
requeft the infantry neceffary for the reinforcement 
of this poft. Orders were given for a corps of in- 
fantry to be immediately taken from the referve 
for that purpofe. About eleven o’clock that in- 
fantry occupied the ground, and formed an angle, 


when the Saxon cavalry took poft nearer to Daun’s 


right wing. The thoufand Germanic cavalry re- 
mained on the left of the copfe, and there was a 
confiderable interval between eon and the Saxon 
cavalry. 

On the 18th, at break of day, there remained no 
trace of the enemy’s camp, except fome troops of 
cavalry which appeared on the heights between 
Kriechenau and Brezefan. ‘The King, ftill abid- 


‘ing by his determination of taking up a camp at 


Suchdol, ordered the tents to be ftruck at fix 
o'clock, and the army to move from the left. 
This _was done in the following order: General 


-Ziethen had the advance guard, with fifty-five 
{quadrons of dragoons and huffars. General Hul- 
fen followed with the grenadier battalion of Nimfs- 


chetfki, Waldau, and Fink, and the two regiments 
of infantry of Munchow and Schultz. They di- 
G4 rected 
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rected their march in two columns by the * Imperial 
road, and to the left of ic. The army followed 
by divifions in three columns. The firft was com- 


pofed of the infantry of the firft line,,and moved . 


on the Imperial road which leads from Prague 
to Kollin. The fecond column marched on the 
left of the firft, and confifted of the infantry of the 
fecond line. The third column was compofed of 
the remaining cavalry of the army. 

When the heads of the columns had pafied 
through Planian, they difcovered the enemy's 
army’ between Kretzezor and Brezefan. Their 
firft line was half way down the fide of the hill, 
and their fecond line upon the fummit. Their 
, whole front was covered by villages and defilés, 
fome of which were impaffable. Their artillery 
drew out feveral very advantageous batteries along 
their front, to rake the approaches with a croffing 
fire. Daun having employed the whole of the 
preceding night in taking up this pofition, it may 
be inferred that he was defirous of a battle. 

The King now perceivéd that he was about to 
accomplifh what he moft defired but leaft expected, 
the bringing the enemy to an engagement. The 
fituation of his affairs required it. The longer 

they avoided meeting him, the more had he to 
apprehend that Prince Charles might make a fuc- 
cefsful effort to extricate his army blocked up in 
Prague, and penetrate, at every hazard, at leaft 
with a part if not with the whole; for when 
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| the 


i mle 


ge ae! 


BATTLE. OF KOLLIN. $9 


the King had withdrawn the corps. with which he 
joined the Prince of Bevern, the army: before. 
Prague. was confiderably weakened. ! 

The King’s views in this march were merely to 


_ gain the heights of Suchdol; but now that a battle 


was in his. power, he -halted the heads of the ‘co- 
Jumns at Novimieft, and ordered the advance-ouard 
under General Ziethen.to move:on to Slatifluntz. 
This ‘gave the columns.a better opportunity to 
clofe up, as they had béen much lengthened in 
paffing through the defilés at Planian, Here they 
waited for the ‘grenadier battalions of Kahlden, 


* Mollendorf, and Wangenheim, which had rémain= 


ed at Kaurtzim, Thefe were to form upon the 
left, and to fupport the attack. Meanwhile the 
King reconnoitred the enemy’s pofition,, and gave 
out to the generals the order of attack, . General 
Ziethen was commanded to move with the ad- 
vance guard to Kollin, to attack General. Nadafti 
and his cavalry the moment they appeared; to 
endeavour to drive them back,. but chiefly : to 


cover the left flank, if a general engagement fhould 


enfue. The army to follow, and continue their 
march in three columns; and as foon as the heads 
of thofe columns fhould come near the. enemy’s 
right, which would happen when: they reached 
Kretzezor, General Hulfen with the three batta- 
lions of grenadiers, and the regiments of Munchow 
and Schultz, was to attack the enemy’s advance 
poft at Kretzezor, fupported by five fquadrons of 
cavalry, drawn. up in, their rear in three divifions; 
and fhould the enemy be driven back: from this 
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poft by General Hulfen, the columns were then to 
incline to the left, and to drive them alfo from the 
copfe at Radowefnitz. While this General ad- 
vanced, the army was ftill to continue their march 
in three columns, whofe line of direction fhould 
be fuch, that they might be ready to fupport Ge- 
nerat Hulfen if he found too great an oppofition. 
But fhould he gain his point, the battalions of the 
left wing were to form up, to move rapidly againft 
the enemy’s right, and endeavour to throw them into 
diforder; but the whele line was on no account to 
attack the enemy at once; the right wing was con- 
tinually to keep back; and pofitively not to begin a 
re of mufquetry, till they foould receive farther 
orders to advance upon the enemy. 

‘The whole cavalry was ordered to form behind 
the left wing, not only to fupport General Ziethen, 
but alfo the infantry; and if the Jatter fhould gain 
the fuperiority, to feize hold of the critical point of 
time to cut their way among the enemy, and com- 
plete the victory, On the right wing, ten fqua- 
drons of cuiraffiers were to be ready againft any 
unexpected event; although, from the nature of 
the ground, extremely difficult for cavalry, it was 
not fuppofed that they were to obtain great advan- 
tage over the enemy. 

This difpofition was fo clear, that I cannot con- 
ceive how it was fo ill attended to in the execution. 
The King knew the ground moft perfectly. The 
Duke of Bevern had performed feveral movements 

upon it during fix weeks, and it was natural to 
imagine that every circumftance of it would be 
familiar 
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familiar to his generals and ftaff-officers. The 
King had a right to expect that his difpofi- 
tion, which was fo perfeétly adapted to the na- 
ture of the ground, would be put in execution 
agreeably to his intentions and commands. But 
the contrary was proved by the event, and the 
King had the misfortune of not being rightly 
underftood. 

Aided to the orders, the army was not to 
advance during General Hulfen's attack. The 
left wing only was to fupport him. Hence it fol- 
Towed that as foon as he formed his battalions, 
and moved againft the pofts of Kretzezor, the 
_ heads of the columns were to incline towards 
Kutlierz, and when General Hulfen had routed 
the pofts at Kretzezor, and extended further to- 
wards the copfe, he would neceffarily move be- 
tween Kretzezor and Kutlierz; fo that when this 
General fhould make himfelf mafter of the copfe, 
the left wing and his corps would have come to be 
jn line, and the oblique pofition would have been 
preferved, which the King had in view. By this 
- mode the enemy’s right flank would have been 
‘gained, and if the attack had then commenced, 
the battalions would have come gradually into ac- 
tion, and the whole army would not have been en- 
gaged till the enemy were nearly routed. By the 
poffeffion of the copfe General Hulfen would have 
covered the left flank againft Nadafti’s cavalry, 
. and if the attack againft the enemy’s main army 
fhould not have fucceeded, his pofition would - 
| have 
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have been extremely well caiculated to ‘have’ co- 


vered’ the .broken battalions, while others from 


the right ‘wing’ fhould advance, take up their 


ground,.and attack ‘the eneniy.anew. Or if the 
battalions. had: forced their.way, General Hulfen 
would. likewife have advanced, and would have at- 
tacked. the ‘enemy in the rear, which his pofition 
would have enabled him to do by much out-flank-. 
ing them, | | 

Perhaps it might have been well in this attack, 
if the brigades of the left wing had moved forward, 
one after the other, fo that the army might have 
been formed in echellons. _The attack by echel- 
lons has great advantage. ‘The army is, thereby 
jn parts, whereof sack forms a feparate whole, 
independent, in itfelf, yet in the clofeft’ connec- 
tion with each other. Each echellon affords ‘pro- 
tection to the flank of that which precedes i its ‘the 
firft requires cavalry upon its flank, unlefs it has 
fome advantage of ground from a river, “inarth, 
lake, or any other obftacle to cover it.’ “The Ca- 
valry can be placed behind them, and are not only 
ready at the proper time to cut their way among 
the enemy, when the infantry fhall have caufed 
them to waver, but to beat back their cavalry, if, 
on the failure of any fingle echellon’s attack they 
attempt to penetrate. By this mode the whole army 
cannot be beaten, for it always remains in the power 
of the commanding general to withdraw in. the 
greateft order the echellons which follow, as foon as 
_he is certain that that echellon which formed the 
Tain attack cannot make: the ‘impreffion he defired, 
: The 
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Thé nature of this-mode of attack plainly thews 
that it can be employed to greateft advantage, when 
the:enemy, in his pofition, has a poft, upon the 
maintaining or the lofing of which the viftory, 
or the defeat of the army, depends. Such a poft 
is either on a flank, or in the center, and you can ~ 
proceed by echellon either from your flank or cen- 
ter, as fhall be requifire. But it is obvious that 
‘the echellon which makes the attack muit be well 
{upported. 

Had the army oie up this oblique sides 
nothing would have been loft, even if. General 
Hulfen had been beaten’back. The enemy would 
not have dared to ‘have followed him, or to have 

quitted the advantage of the ground. : : 

_. The King, .by drawing almoft the whole e his 
cavalry to his left, and placing it. behind his in- 
fantry, gave a Clear intimation of his intentions. 
He knew that the cavalry were to be employed 
with effeét only upon the ground between Kollin 
and Kretzezor. The generals of the Prince of 
Bevern’s army muft have been well acquainted 
with this circumftance, and they fhould have made 
it known to the other generals, who had not had 
the fame opportunity of being well informed of 
the ground. As foon as Nadafti’s cavalry fhould 
have been beaten by General Ziethen, the cavalry 
of the left wing, according to the nature of cir- 
cumftances, fhould have drawn off to the left, and 
if General Hulfen’s attack had fucceeded, and the 
~ army had been fully engaged with the enemy, then 
leaving the copfe upon the right, they might have 
come 
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come round upon the enemy in rear. Had the 
cavalry done this, the King’s difpofition would 
have been rightly executed, and the battle, not- 
withftanding every unfavourable circu mltaness would 
moft probably have been won. 

Ic is not fufficient to learn the difpofition made 
by the commanding general. It is not fufficient 
in many cafes to abide by the mere letter of obe- 
dience. We mutt take the whole defign into our 
view, and regulate our manceuvres in fuch a way 
as fhall be moft conducive to the accomplifhment 
of the General’s intentions. For this end we mutt 
chiefly be attentive to the circumftances of events, 
which, during a battle, may be fo various, fo un- 
forefeen, ‘and fo important, as to require the difcre- 
tion of fubordinate commanders at their peril, 
fince the commanding General cannot be vey 
where. 

After the King had given out his orders, and 
the battalions had got through the defilés of Planian, 
and had clofed up, the army purfued their march at 
one o’clock in the afternoon, in three columns as 
before. General Nadafti perceiving this, advanced 
with the greateft part of his cavalry to Kutliertz, 
and pofted them in two lines, with great intervals, 
fo as to make a re-entering angle on the flank of 
the main army. This feems to be a very fa- 
vourite pofition with the Auftrians. General 
Haddick did the fame at Prague. Nadafti pro- 
bably thought, that by this method he would more 
effectually cover the right flank of the army, and 
that, if the Pruffians attacked Marfhal Daun, he 

could 
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could come upon them on their left flank and in 
their rear. And this would certainly have hap- 
pened, if the Pruffians had had the complaifance 
to have permitted him to remain there. The fup- 
pofition was certainly extraordinary, and Nadafti 
foon found that he had reckoned without his hoft. 
Upon General Ziethen’s advancing to attack him, 
he prudently drew back, and took poft on the right 
of the copfe behind Kutliertz. 

About two o,clock the heads of the columns 
came oppofite the enemy’s right wing. General 
Ziethen formed up his cavalry to cover General 
Hiulfen’s left flank, and the latter formed up his 
battalions. The three battalions of grenadiers 
came into the firft, and the regiments of Munchow 
and Schultz into the fecond line. Behind, in a 
third line, were five fquadrons of dragoons. The 
army followed at a little diftance, ftill in three 
columns. The advance guard moved rapidly 
upon the enemy. Their battery at Kretzezor 
kept up a heavy fire, which from the diftance 
could do no execution, nor did the Pruffian artil- 
lery return an anfwer to it. General Hulfen ad- 
vanced with his feven battalions againft the heights 
with the quicknefs and vivacity ufual in Pruffians, 
He gained the heights, and attacked the enemy 
with fuch impetuofity, that they were obliged to 
abandon the village of Kretzezor and their battery 
there, and to withdraw in the greateft diforder, 
The infantry in the village and the croats drew 
back, partly towards the cople, and partly behind 

the 
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the referve. Hulfen having gained this peft, had 
now to. incline and attack the copfe. His batta- 
lions having already fuffered much in the attack, 
he employed a few moments:in fetting them again 
in good order, At this moment he difcovered a 
whole line of the enemy’s infantry extending be- 
. gween the village and the copfe. That he might 
not be outflanked by them, he was obliged to ex- 
tend his line. For this purpofe he brought for- 
ward the battalions of the fecond line into the firft, 
and formed of the feven battalions but one line. 
The enemy’s infantry, oppofite to him, mean while 
ftood faft with the moft phlegmatic compofure, 
and allowed all this to. pafs without advancing to 
give him the leaft interruption, Hulfen now per- 
ceived that the army was ftill far behind him, and 
that none of thofe battalions had come to his 
right which ought to have fupported him. In- 
ftead of advancing, therefore, he fought to main- 
tain the poft which he had taken till the army 
fhould come up. In the mean time he amufed 
the enemy with a cannonade, which was not with- 
out an an{wer from their artillery. 

During General Hulfen’s attack, General Ziethen 
came down upon Nadafti’s cavalry, threw them into 
diforder after a fhort oppofition, and drove a part 
of them behind Kollin, and part behind Radowefnitz; 
fo that they did not again appear during the battle. 
In the purfuit of the enemy’s cavalry, the Pruf- 
fians neceffarily paffed the copfe behind Kretzezor, 


which, as before obferved, was occupied by croats 
| and 
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and infantry, and covered by a battery, to which 
their right flank was expofed: The enemy began 
a heavy fire upon the cavalry, which brought them 
to a ftand, and obliged them to defift from the 
purfuit, and retire to Kutliertz. The dragoons of 
Norman, which were to have fupported the attack 
of Hulfen, drew off to the left, attacked the enemy | 
in the copfe, and took from them feven colours : 
they then fell in with the Saxon carabineers, and — 
routed them completely. 

While the attack with the savannas under 
Generals Ziethen and Hulfen was proceeding with 
fo much fuccefs, and promifed an event. fo agree- 
able to the expectations of the King, the army 
which ought to have fupported it, did not obferve 
their orders with that exactnefs and precifion that 
might have been expected from the difpofition 
which the King had made. In the obfervance 
of minutiz, the general defign was neglected. 
There were a number of villages in the front of 
the Auftrian army, and the fields were covered 
with ftanding corn, which, from the fertility of the 
country, was of a great height. In this corn the 
Croats lay concealed, and, according to their cuf- 
tom, fired fingly on the columns as they pafied, 
and though at a confiderable. diftance they now 
and then wounded a few of our foldiers. 

This offended a certain great commander*, and 


* This was General Manftein, as we learn from the King’s 
pofthumous works; in which it is added, that he fhewed in 
the battle of Prague a fimilar iil-timed impetuofity. 

TRANSLATOR. 
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occafioned him to give orders to the fecond batta- 
lion of Bornftaedt to form a front, and drive the 
Croats from the ftanding corn. This probably 
would have been of no great confequence, had the 
battalions which followed been apprifed of what 
was intended, and had continued, as they certainly 
would have done, their line of march. But this 
was unfortunately omitted, and nothing further 
was thought of, than the driving out of the Croats. 
The King having ordered that all fhould incline to 
the left, it was concluded that, when the battalion 
in front formed up, the following one fhould do 
the fame. Accordingly that part of the army 
which followed the battalion of Bornftaedt, formed 
a front, and having already taken an oblique po- 
fition, each battalion became fucceffively engaged, 
in order to fupport the advanced battalion, which 
met with a much ftronger refiftance than could be 
expected, efpecially as they attempted to drive the 
Croats from the village of Chothemitz, where the 
enemy fupported them with their infantry and ar- 
tillery. There now commenced feveral ill-devifed 
attacks upon the enemy’s front, where the battalions 
found nothing but fteep heights and the moft diffi- 
cult ground. In thefe various attacks, {uch ex- 
traordinary proofs of undaunted and intrepid va- 
lour were exhibited, as have feldom been equalled, 
and never exceeded, in any battle in ancient or 
modern times. The Pruffians were beaten back, 
but not intimidated. Scarcely had the battalions 
formed anew, when they advanced again upon the 
enemy, and their continued efforts lafted till fun- 

3 | fet. 
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fet. It appeared as if every individual, from the 
general to the private foldier, had refolved to con-. 
quer, or to die. No finglé battalion had quitted 
the line, though many had fuffered prodigious 
lofs. 

During thefe events upon the right wing of the 
Pruffian army, the other columns continued their 
“march to fupport the attack of General Hulfen. 
A confiderable interval confequently occurred. At 
length they heard the noife of the attack of the 
right wing. They thence imagined that it was” 
time for them to form up. The words rront- 
FORM, FORWARDS, MARCH, were given, without 
adverting in the leaft to the poffibility of moving 
in line through the defilés, and over mountains 
almoft perpendicular, The ground was fo much 
 interfected, that fcarcely a fingle platoon could 
preferve a front, and yet all perfevered in moving 
-on to the attack. Several battalions actually did 
furmount the declivity, and when they had at- 
tained the fummit, found that they had no fup- 
port. Even four regiments of cavalry placed 
themfelves in the interval, which had attempted 
likewife to afcend the declivity. Of thefe, ‘one 
regiment charged upon a great battery in their 
front, but without effect. 

General Hulfen now feeing fome battalions ad- 
vance, fet his troops again in motion, advanced 
upon the copfe, and drove from thence the Croats 
and the infantry. The enemy defended themfelves 
with the greateft refolution, brought on. frefh 

H 2 troops, 
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troops, and drove back the left of Hulfen’s corps. 
Here the fire from the fmall arms and artillery 
lafted nearly two hours without interruption. Hul- 
fen defended his poft upon thé heights, and the 
enemy likewife defended their ground, with the 
greateft obftinacy. General Hulfen having re- 
ceived a reinforcement of two battalions, once 
more advanced, and having actually broken the 
enemy’s left wing, was on the point of taking 
another battery. But at the moment when a fingle 
ftep only was neceffary for gaining the battle, a 
circumftance arofe, which, from its great pecu- 
liarity, deferves to be particularly detailed. 

I began with relating what had paffed on the 
fide of the Auftrians; that Nadafti had occupied 
the extenfive ground between Kretzecor and the 
copfe with cavalry alone, but that he had been in- 
duced by well-grounded reprefentations to require 
infantry from Marfhal Daun, which had arrived 
jult before the Pruffian attack commenced, and 
that the Saxon cavalry had drawn nearer to Daun’s 
army. They remained in this pofition while Hul- 
fen continued his attack, and even after he had 
thrown the left flank into diforder. While their 
frefh troops were advancing, General Noftitz, who 
commanded the Saxon cavalry, caufed the regi- 
ments of Prince Albert and Bruhl to move to 
their right, and get nearer to their infantry that 
they might be ready to fupport them againft the 
_ Pruffians, and afterwards to act according to events. 

He forgot to fend the fame orders to Prince 
Charles’s 
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Charles’s regiment, The two regiments accord- 
ingly moved from their right, which as foon as 
the commander of Prince Charles’s regiment of 
dragoons obferved, he rode up to General Noftitz, 
and afked if the order was meant to comprehend 
his regiment? He was anfwered, Yes. The com- 
mander replied, that he would inftantly obey the 
order, but begged leave to reprefent, that it was 
a very difagreeable circumftance to be obliged to 
leave ground with which he was fo perfectly ac. 
quainted, and where, on that account, he hoped to 
have an opportunity of attacking the enemy to 
great advantage. General Noftitz bethought him- 
felf a moment, and replied, That his regiment - 
might continue pofted, and that he would like- 
wife give orders for the other two regiments 
immediately to return thither. When this com- 
mander was returning to his regiment, he met 
an officer quite out of breath, who afked for 
General Noftitz, The Lieutenant Colonel afked, 
what he wanted with the General? In reply, the 
officer fhewed him a note, written with pencil, in 
thefe words: ‘* The retreat is to Suchdol.”” The 
Lieutenant Colonel begged the officer, upon no 
account, to fhew the note to any perfon but Ge- 
neral Noftitz, and fending a trufty under-officer 
to condué&t him to the General, rode back to his 
regiment. Here he found all in a buftle. They 
had feen a quantity of artillery drawing back, and 
the Auftrian army preparing on every fide to 
retreat, a | 
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Daun had by this time found much caufe for 
ferious reflection, from the Pruffian mode of at- 
tack, from the nature of his pofition, and from the 
confequences to be apprehended if he loft the bat- 
tle, which the fituation of affairs at that time feem- 
ed to render highly. probable. He found himfelf 
entangled in very difficult graund. The Pruffians, 
by the attack upon his right wing, threatened to 
turn his flank, and, by attacking him in rear, 
to oblige him to draw back towards Kriechenau 
_and Schwoyfitz. He faw that the greateft pare 
of the Pruffian cavalry remained between Kollin 
and Kretzecor, where they would have it in their 


power to cut off the retreat: of his army, and to. 


throw it into the utmoft confufion, if once the in- 
fantry fhould fucceed in turning his flank. In. 
_ proportion as his camp of Kriechenau was good 
while a front was prefented to an enemy, in the 
fame degree was the ground difficult fhould the 
army be beaten in that. pofition. They would 
have been driven back by a victorious enemy. 
among defilés, marfhes, and ponds, and would 
have run the danger either of being cut to pieces, 
or of being all taken. Their baggage and artil- 
Jery muft have heen loft, and their flight-muft 
have ended in the moit complete overthrow. Of 
two evils then, he thought it moft advifable 
to chufe the leaft, and circulated to his Ge- 
nerals an intimation preparatory for a retreat, 
which would have been executed very foon, had 
not a mere trifle given the whole affair another 
.turn, and determined the advantage on the fide 
of 
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of the Auftrian commander, in a manner far dif- 
ferent from his expectations, 

A General of the firft rank in the Auftrian 
army, gave orders to a Brigadier under his com-. 
mand, to draw back, probably after. he had read 
the note written in pencil from Marfhal Daun. 
The Brigadier thought there was yet time enough, 
and declaring, once for all, that he would not obey 
the command till he faw that it was abfolutely ne- ° 
ceffary, ftood faft in his poft, and continued to 
maintain it. Not far from thence the commander 
of the Saxon regiment of cavalry fo often men- 
tioned, obferved that the fire of the Pruffian in- 
fantry, which formed the attack on the left wing 
of the Auftrians, began to grow weaker, and foon 
after entirely ceafed. This was not to be won- 
dered at. The battalions had been expofed to a 
conftant fire from half paft two o’clock *, and had 
nearly exhaufted their ammunition. They were 
tired out, and advanced with a flow ftep and with 
fixed bayonets. Some regiments however {till 
kept up a brifk fire, particularly thofe of Bevern 
and Hulfen. They were followed and fupported 
by the regiment of- Prince Henry, which had been 
brought from the fecond line to fupply the inter- 
vals in the firft. 

At this time the Auftrian regiment of Salm 
quitted their line in great diforder, notwith{tanding 
every exertion of their officers; but yet it feemed 


* The troops were under arms before day, and the battle 
was not ended till nine at night. - TRANSLATOR. 
H 4 written 
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written in the book of deftiny, for the misfortune 
of the Pruffians, that, in fpite of incredible exer- 
tions of bravery, they were to lofe the battle, and 
that all the wifely ordered-difpofitions of the King 
were to be fruitlefs. Hence the Lieutenant Co- 
lonel of the Saxon regiment of Charles, inftead of 
remaining in front of his regiment to wait for 
orders, conceived that he was not to be a mere 


machine, but that on matters of fo great importance 


he might be permitted to reprefent his opinions, 
and with the greateft refpe to make objections. 
‘That the officers to whom thefe obfervations were 
imparted, fhould conceive it poffible for any one 
under their command to think, and even to think 
better than themfelves, was highly improbable and 
contrary to every rule of military etiquette. Im- 
probable however as it was, it unfortunately came 
to pafs. The Lieutenant Colonel, fteing that the 
regiment of Salm gave way, advanced to them, 
{pirited up the foldiers, and pledged his honour 
that he would fupport them to the laft moment. 
He fucceeded in rallying the men: they formed 
as well as they could, and made a new attempt 
to advance into the line. While they were thus 


employed, feveral fquadrons of Pruffians ap- 


peared coming down in full fpeed to charge this 
battalion. The Lieutenant Colonel of Prince 
Charles’s regiment inftantly gave orders to advance 
and attack them, and as the ground was very 
narrow for cavalry, he ordered them to move 
by {quadrons, Thefe commands were executed. 


— 
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They moved from their left, paffed through the in- 
tervals of the regiment of Salm, fell upon the Pruf- 
fian cavalry with the greateft fury, routed them, 
and purfued them to a confiderable diftance. They 
were followed by the two other regiments of Saxon 
* cavalry, and the one thoufand Germanic horfe, 
which charged and routed the Pruffian cavalry | 
who were ftationed on the fpot. Having placed 
themfelves in order again after this fuccefsful fhock, 
they perceived that an opportunity now offered of 
falling upon the rear of the Pruffian infantry, while 
they might be attacked by other regiments of Au- 
{trian cavalry in front. The Pruffian battalions 
having, as has been already obferved, each made: 
feparate attacks, great intervals had enfued, between 
which the Saxon cavalry broke through. When 
the commander of the regiment of Bevern faw the 
enemy’s cavalry behind him, he gave the word 
‘© BATTALION TO THE RIGHT ABOUT, FIRE BY 
PLATOONS FROM THE RIGHT; as it {tands in the 
book of regulations. The regiment behaved as 
if they had been at a review, and gave feveral re- 
gular fires by platoons. The regiments of Prince 
Henry and Hulfen, which ftood next, did exactly 
the fame; but all this did not prevent the enemy’s 
cavalry, which attacked them in front and rear, 
from at length obtaining the fuperiority, and either 
cutting down or taking prifoners the whole of thefe 
three regiments. But they had the glory of felling 
-their lives, or liberty, at a dear rate. 


This 
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This attack decided the victory. For although 
the remains of the battalions which had been beaten 
had formed anew, and were again advancing to the 
attack, and although the King placed himfelf at the 
head of the cavalry to endeavour to repel the ene- 
my, yet all was in vain; the field of battle was 
yielded up at fun-fet. Moft of the battalions un- 
der General Hulfen {till continued to defend their 
poft; and the cavalry of General Ziethen, and the 
left wing, did not begin to withdraw till nine at 
night. Some regiments did not think of moving 
till the orders reached them, and could {fcarcely 
imagine that the battle was loft. 

I have taken the greateft pains to give a faith- 
ful narrative of this battle, and believe that I have 
fucceeded. I likewife entertain the hopes, that 
every reader will be enabled by it to form a juft and 
perfect judgment of the obfervations which Lloyd 
has thought proper to make upon this fubject. 
¥ fhall not dwell long upon the firft, in which the 
circumftance of the Pruffian army not being more 
numerous, is confidered as a reproach. Had he 
confulted hiftory, he. would have found that the 
- moft decifive battles have been won by armies con- 
fiderably, and often aftonifhingly, inferior in num- 
bers to their opponents. For proofs of this, I 
need not refort to ancient hiftory: even at 
{chool we learn that Alexander with a {fmall, 
but well difciplined, number of Greeks, fur- 
mounted the moft numerous hofts of Perfians; 
that twenty thoufand Romans under Lucullus 

routed 
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routed Tigranes and his two hundred thoufand 
Armenians; that Hannibal was always weaker 
than the Romans, and yet overcame them in four 
pitched battles. But I would rather abide by 
examples from modern hiftory. Montecuculi at 
St. Gothard, and Eugene at Belgrade, beat the 
Turks with armies which bore no proportion as 
to numbers, Charles the twelfth attacked the 
Ruffians at Narva with nine thoufand, and routed. 
an army of eighty thoufand men. In the battles 
of Soor, Rofbach, Liffa, Zornfdorf, Lignitz, 
Torgau, and Freiberg, the Pruffians were always 
confiderably weaker in numbers than their enemy,, 
and yet in all of them were victorious. At Tor- 
gau, in 1759, General Wunfch in broad day, with 
four thoufand men, attacked and routed the Au- 
{trian and Imperial troops, amounting to fourteen 
-thoufand. Why has not Lloyd made the fame 
obfervation on the battles of Liffa and Rofbach? 
But thefe battles were won; therefore the King 
was inthe right. At Kollin he loft the day; and 
therefore he was in the wrong.—A ftyle of cri- 
ticifm, admirable indeed for its folidity ! 

Had Lloyd obtained a more accurate defcription 
of the battle, and known the ground better, he 
would have found that not the {malleft part of the 
difpofition ought to have been changed. It was a 
matter-piece, and could only be made by fuch 4 
‘general as the King. Had Folard lived then, he 
might have had an opportunity of learning, and not 
have found it neceflary to quote Mantinea and 

Leuctron 
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Leuctron as patterns for the oblique order of battle. 
The King’s difpofition was the oblique line. With 
him it is a principle, that the wing which forms the 
attack fhall have the greateft ftrength, and that the 
different fpecies of troops fhall be fo fuited to the 
nature of the ground, that they can fupport and aid 
each other, to render the victory decifive if for- 
tune be favourable; and, in cafe of being adverfe, 
to prevent the enemy from purfuing their advan- 
tage. If the difpofition made for this battle be 
coolly examined, it will be found that this principle 
was here minutely obferved. I have already re- 
marked, that we are to judge of a commander’s 
merits by his conduct previous to the commence- 
ment of a battle, and not from events*; be- 
eaufe in the execution, a thoufand unforefeen cir- 
cumftances may occur. It is to be fuppofed 
that he has generals under him, who are capable, 
and who can comprehend the view and fcope of 
his defigns; that they are to make fome ufe of 
their underftanding and their eyes, and fhew the 
difference between the thinking man and the 
machine; between the headlong bravery of the 
private foldier, and the calm courage of a fuperior 
officer, attending to extenfive views and general 
confequences. It is evident that ill-timed bravery 
may have very pernicious confequences in the 
event of a battle. It was not neceffary to chufe 
the wrong time and place for a difplay of 


* 





careat fucceflibus opto 
Quifquis ab eventu facta notanda putat. Ovip. 
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bravery. The Pruffians would have ftormed 
Hell, if the King had ordered them. The 
{topping to drive the Croats from the ftanding 
corn, was injudicious in the extreme, perfectly 
contrary to the difpofition which the King had 
made, and the firft ftep to the confufion which en- 
fued. Had the army quietly purfued their march, 
and followed General Hulfen, the left wing would 
have come to its proper ground behind him, and 
his attack would have proceeded with the fame 
good fortune with which it had begun. While the 
whole army was advancing in an oblique line, the 
enemy would have conftantly feen freth battalions 
coming up, and as their right was already fhaken, 
it would have been impoffible for them to have 
avoided the diforder which had already begun to 
to take place. 
How can Lloyd fay, that the King attacked in 
- a place where he could not employ the different 
{fpecies of troops? This is a proof that he either 
did not know the ground, or had not taken the 
trouble to examine it with a military eye. What 
he fays of the attack on the center, is one of thofe 
projects which I clafs among Folard’s darling 
dreams of his'columns, when he would retreat 
acrofs a river in prefence of a fuperior enemy. 
The whole front of Daun’s army was fo covered, 
that it would have been madnefs to have attacked 
him there. Inno other place, but where the King. 
did make the attack, was it poffible to employ the 
different /pecies of troops. How could this efcape 
Liloyd’s . 
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Lloyd’s attention? Did not General Ziethen route 
Nadafti’s cavalry? and that fo completely, that 
they durft not again make their appearance; ex- 
cept the Saxon light cavalry, which had not been 
before engaged. The infantry had routed the ene- 
my in feveral places, and the artillery, as well heavy 
as light, had conftantly advanced and remained with 
the battalions. as 

Befides, did not the Auftrian cavalry likewife 
find room to at? It follows that the different fpe- 
cies of troops cou/d be employed, becaufe they were 
altually employed. I fhall not take the trouble of 
enlarging farther on the third and fourth of General 
Lloyd’s faults. The defcription which I have given 
of this battle plainly fhews, that if the King’s dif- 
- pofition had been properly executed, Lloyd and his 
faults needed not now to have been the fubject of 
- difcuffion. — 

When he fays, that the King ought not to have 
executed his movements in the day-time, he fhould 
have recollected, that on the 18th of June the 
nights are not much above four hours long. Had 
the.King moved at fun-fet, he could not before break 
of day have got through the defilés of Planian; for 


even during the day it required from fix in the © 


morning till twelve at noon for the columns to pafs 
them, and take up their proper order on the ground 
of Planian. 

The lofs of this battle then is folely to be afcrib- 
ed to the orders given to the fecond battalion of 
Bornftaedt, to drive the Croats from the ftanding 


corn, 
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corn, and to the mifunderftanding which enfued. 
Tad the army continued to move in uninterrupted 
connection and fucceffion, and followed up the 
impreffion made by General Hulfen, it is highly 
probable that a perfect victory would have been 
the fruit of the King’s excellent difpofitions. , 

The moft important events frequently take 
their rife from the mereft trifles, as was the cafe 
in this battle.. Had it not been for Lieutenant 
Colonel B , of the Saxon regiment of cavalry, 
happening to obferve that the ground between 
Kretzecor and the wood could not be maintained 
by cavalry, and that General Nadafti perceived the 
juftice of the remark, and that infantry were order- 
ed to take up that ground; that cavalry would in 
all probability have been routed by General Zie- 
then ; and General Hulfen, when he had taken 
pofieffion of the village of Kretzecor, might have 
taken their army in flank and rear. His few 
battalions fupported by the cavalry would have 
been fufficient to have completed the enemy’s 
confufion. 

It is much to the honour of General Nadatti, 
that he paid attention to what was fuggefted to 
him. It is a rare inftance upon fuch occafions. 
Too many aré inflexibly obftinate, and not only 
take offence at any fuggeftion, but frequently en- 
deavour to fruftrate the good effects which might 
refult from the ideas of others, merely becaufe 
they were not their own. Nadafti thought like a 


patriot, and was too great a man to be felfith. 
| ‘He 
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He adopted initantly what appeared moft likely to 
conduce to the fuccefs of the day, and proved that 
_ he was more anxious to fulfil the duty to his. fo- 
vereign and country, than to conceal his own faults 
or overfights. 

The third circumftance which deferves to be 
taken into confideration is, that General Noftitz, 
' when he ordered the Saxon regiments to move 
from their right towards the copfe, forgot to give 
the fame orders to the regiment of Prince Charles; 
and it is ftill more remarkable, that he was induced, 
by the reprefentation of Lieutenant Colonel B——, 
to return with the other two. Had not this ca- 
valry been at hand at that critical moment, to pre- 
vent the Pruffians from cutting their way through 
the regiments of Salm, the Auftrian line would 
infallibly have been again. broken, and _ their 
overthrow moft probably have been the confe- 
quence. | 

We may now conclude that Marfhal Daun’s 
difpofition was not what paved the way to victory ; 
however wife General Lloyd may reprefent it. The 
pofition which he had taken with his army was 
certainly ftrong, but highly dangerous to himfelf, 
againft fuch an enemy as the King of Pruffia; whofe 
view in fighting a battle, was not merely to entitle 
himfelf to fing a Te Deum, but to give his enemy 
a complete overthrow. 

When a camp or pofition is taken up, it ts not 
fufficient that your front and flanks be ftrong, you 


muft have the means of good retreat, and the army 
not 
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not be expofed to the danger of a total. defear. 
I have already obferved, that Daun did not pay 
attention to this principle: nor does his conduct 
after the. battle of Prague, appear in any degree, 
confiftent with found princi iples. He had an 
. army of, from, twenty- -five to thirty thoufand men 
while he was at Bomifchbrodt, and when. joined 
by that part of Prince Charles’s army which 
fled after their defeat at. Benefchau, he was at 
leaft forty thoufand ftrong. The only force op- 
pofed to him was that under the Duke of Be- 
vern, confifting of at moft twenty thoufand men. 
In what manner did Daun. manoeuvre againft this — 
little army, to which he was fo greatly fuperior ? 
He continued conftantly to draw back, and {uffered. 
his magazines at Kollin, Kuttenberg, Suchdol, and 
-Neuhof, to be carried off before his face. This he 
ought tohave prevented by every means inhis power, 
and rather have given battle to the Duke of Bevern: 
than have fuffered it. He remained from the 7th of 
May till the rath of June in a ftate of complete 
inactivity, and perhaps would never have advanced 
at all, if he had not received the moft pofitive 
commands of the Emprefs Queen to proceed at 
all hazards to the relief of Prague. He was per- 
fe€tly acquainted with the fituation of that capital, 
and the total infufficiency of its magazines to fup- 
‘port, for any length of time, an army like that 
which was now fhut up within its walls. By his 
continuing fo long without advancing, he expofed 
Prince Charles to the greateft danger of being 
I obliged 
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obliged to furrender from want of provifions. In 

the preffure of fuch weighty circumftances, fome 

rifk ought to have been incurred; nor was it ne- 

ceffary to wait till he was by twenty or thirty thou- 

fand men ftronger than his opponent. Why did he 

not march dire€tly to Prague, as foon as he had 

formed a junction with Prince Charles’s right wing, 

which had been defeated in the battle? As the 

King’s army was interfeéted by the Moldau, he 

could not poffibly have had more‘ than two-thirds 
of it oppofed to him. His approach would have 

infpired Prince Charles’s troops with courage, and 

they could have afforded mutual fupport to each 

other ‘during an attack. But he allowed a fpace 

_of five weeks to elapfe without undertaking any 

thing, and conduéted himfelf as if Prince Charles 
had not exifted. Such condué certainly deferves. 
no imitation. Had the King of Pruffia been in 

Daun’s fituation, he would have found forty thou- 

fand men fufficient to have attacked an enemy with 

a force of one hundred thoufand. 

- After the battle of Kollin, the fame might have 
been faid of Daun which was faid to Hannibal; 
«© Thou knoweft how to conquer, but how to ufe 
«¢ thy victory that thou knoweft not.” It appears 
as if he had been too good a Chriftian to let the fun 
go down upon his wrath. On that day, which 
- was nearly the longeft in the year, he allowed the 
Pruffian cavalry, which had beaten the corps of 
Nadafti, to remain till ten o’clock at night upon 
the field of battle, and then to draw off without the 

fmalleft 
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fmalleft moleftation. He did not even fend a fingle 
huffar to follow the beaten infantry. He kept his 
army under arms the whole night, and next morn- 
ing drew them back into their old camp at Krie- 
chenau, as if he had been afraid that the King would 
return. When he arrived there at ten o’clock in | 
the morning, he faw the whole Pruffian baggage, 
between Kaurzim and Planian, in fuch a ftate of 
diforder and confufion, that the carriages could not 
get clear of each other: and notwithftanding they 
were only efcorted by the fingle grenadier battalion 
of Manteufell, he fuffered them to proceed without 
interruption. An inftance of forbearance and mag- 
nanimity almoft without example. 

The Pruffian army in this battle confifted of 
thirty-two battalions of infantry, and one hundred 
and eighteen fquadrons ; and as the greater part of 
them had been in the battle of Prague, their 
ftrength could not at the utmoft be eftimated at 
more than thirty-two thoufand men. The army 
under Marfhal Daun confifted of forty-two ‘batta- 
lions, thirty-eight companies of grenadiers, and one 
hundred and three fquadrons. Add to. thefe Ge- 
neral Nadafti’s corps of ten thoufand men, and 
fome thoufand Croats. Taking the whole toge-. 
ther, and calculating the ftrength of the battalions 
according to the rules of probability, it will appear 
that the army muft have amounted to fixty thou- 
fand men. It muft however be obferved, that the 
, Auftrians have a battalion to each regiment, which 
always remains behind for the purpofe of raifing 

I 2 . and 
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and training recruits; and as the lofs which feveral 
of the regiments had fuffered at Prague was fup- 
plied from thefe battalions, it may be fairly fup- 
pofed that Daun’s army was complete *. 


OPERATIONS AFTER THE BATTLE OF KOLLIN TILE 
THE TAKING OF ZITTAU. 


The lof of the battle..of Kollin brought the 
King’s affairs into a very hazardoys fituation, 
and aiipiee his enemies with the greateft hopes. 
The French under. Marfhal D’Eftrees had already 
made themfelves mafters of his dominions in 
Weftphalia, had driven back the weak army 
under the Duke of Cumberland, and were ap- 
proaching faft to the hereditary dominions of Pruf- 
fia.. The Prince of Soubife appeared in the Em- 
pire, with another army, in order: to join fuch 
troops as the circles of the Empire might-colleé, 
and to act with vigour againft Saxony. On the 
other fide the Ruffians penetrated into Pruffia 
with fuch a force, as the {mall army under 


* The King of Pruffia, in his famous letter after this bat- 
‘tle to Earl Marfhal of Scotland, elder brother of Marfhal 
Keith, fays, ‘* T'wenty-three battalions were not fufficient to 
«* beat fixty thoufand men our of an entrenched camp.”? Now 
-we have feen that the Anftrians had been but a few hours 
upon the fpot, and that time had been fully employed in 
taking up the ground before they were attacked. Either the 
letter is not genuine, or doubtlefs it muft have been the na- 
‘tural oe of-the ground ke to which his Majefty alluded. _ 
TRANSLATORS. . 
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Marthal Lehwald was in no degree competent to 
refit. 

In Pomerania the Swedes had commenced hofti- 
Tities, and the King had an army of one hundred 
and ten thoufand men oppofed to him, which 
daily expected -ftill farther reinforcements from 
Hungary and Auftria. His means of oppofition 
to all their extenfive projects confifted in an army 
_of feventy thoufand men. His deftruction feemed 
inevitable, and no one faw the poffibility of his re- 
fifting the force of fo extraordinary a confederacy. 
Even the caution of the Imperial Diet was laid | 
afide: they thought they might now with impunity . 
throw off the mafk, and declare the King under 
the ban of the Empire. 

But the King was not to be difmayed. His 
extraordinary talents unfolded themfelves with pe- 
culiar energy, and his mind embracing the whole 
_ extent of military fcience, difcovered refources fo 
‘complete in themfelves, fo applicable to his own 
fituation, and fo unexpected to his enemies, that 
he feemed at once to have bereft them of their fa. 
culties, and to have deprived them of all their 
‘powers of action. He kept their armies at fuch a 
diftanace from each other, that he could attack 
fingly thofe whofe progrefs threatened the moft 
prejudicial confequences; whilft, in other quar- 
‘ters, the remainder of his force prevented the ene- 
my, by a fkilful fyftem of defence, from under- 
taking any thing of importance. 


I 3 The 
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The junction of the Auftrian army, of the army 
of the Empire, and of that of France, could happen 
no where but in Saxony. It was, therefore, a moft 
important object of the campaign to hinder the 
Auftrians from effecting it. After the battle of 
- Kollin it was uncertain, whether in order to ap- 
proach their allies they might not direct their views 
againft Saxony, or whether they might not feek 
to penetrate into Silefia, and endeavour to re- 

conquer that coyntry, the poffeffion of which was 
fo much their obje@. It was a conqueft however 
that was not eafily to be effected. The fortrefies 
were furnifhed even to fuperfluity with every 
thing neceffary for defence. The garrifons, it 
is true, were not ftrong, but means could eafily 
be found to reinforce them, by detachments from 
the army, when they fhould be threatened with 
a fiege. The Auftrians could not, till the har- 
veft time, think of making an attempt on that 
quarter with much profpect of fuccefs, as their 
numerous army required great ftores, and they 
had no means of conveying. them thither but on 
carriages. 

Their operations promifed to be far more fuc- 
cefsful if directed on the fide of Saxony. Should 
the King lofe a battle there, he was in danger of 
being completely cut off from Silefia. The pre- 
fervation of Saxony was of the greateft importance 
at that time, and had Lloyd adverted to this, he 
probably would not have faid « that the conduét 
“< of the King; on the prefent occafion, did not 

** appear 
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“« appear in the moft advantageous light.” But 
che poffeffion of Saxony depends upon that of Bref- 
den, there being no other place of confequente in 
the country, and this town, at leaft from the fide 
of Bohemia, is the key to Saxony. Every thing 
fhewed the propriety of defending it to the ut- 
moft, by taking fuch pofitions as fhould fruftrate 
every attempt of the enemy; and it appears to 
have been the higheft degree of addrefs, to have 
diverted the attention of the Auftrians from this 
important object, by throwing other advantages 
in their way, which might be recovered without 
difficulty. 

I will not attempt to penetrate farther into 
the motives of the King’s operations after the bat- 
tle of Kollin. No precipitation appeared in his 
conduct after that event. The retreat from 
Prague was made in the greateft order. On 
the rgth of June, the battering cannon were 
withdrawn from the batteries, and removed to | 
the other fide of the Moldau; from whence it was 
efcorted to Leutmeritz, and tranfported by water 
to Drefden. On the 20th, the army marched 
off in three columns, with drums beating and 
colours flying, and moved to Brandeis. Prince 
Henry covered the retreat with the rear guard fo 
perfectly, that the enemy could not reap the 
fmalleft advantage, notwithftanding the multitude 
of their light troops. Marfhal Keith did not 
move on the other fide till four in the afternoon 
of the 20th, when he drew back to Leutmeritz. 

I 4 His 
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His rear guard was attacked by the light troops, 


but he continued his march with the lofs of about 
four hundred men. The army beaten at Kollin 
was to be reinforced before any new attempt.could 
be thought of. The King therefore moved to 
Liffa on the 21ft, where he could eafily be joined 
by the Prince of Bevern’s corps; but Daun re- 
- maining perfeétly at reft, and intelligence arriving 
that Prince Charles had moved on “the 23d from 
Prague to Brandeis, it feemed probable that Daun 
would move towards him with his army, and that 


they would direét their operations along the Elbe to. 


Saxony. The King having left part of the army 
which he had brought from Prague with that which 
had fought at Kollin, moved on the 24th with four- 
teen battalions and feven regiments of cuiraffiers to 
-Leutmeritz, and formed ae camp upon the heights 
of Dirnowa. 

Meanwhile the army of the Prince of Bevern 
remained till the 27th in the diftrict of Nimburg, 
on which day they marched, and took up their 
camp at Luftmitz. On the 28th they went by 
Jung Buntzlau acrofs the Ifer, and encamped at 
Tcheditz. On the ift of July, the Prince of Pruffia* 
arrived there and took the command. The great 
Auftrian army continuing to advance, he went to 
Neufchlofs on the 4th, and on the 7th to Bohmifch 
Leipa, where the army remained till the 17th. 


* Next brother to the late and father to the prefent King 
of Pruffia. TRANSLATOR. 
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Both thefe pofitions of the King at Leutmeritz, 
and of the Prince at Leipa, feemed well calculated 
for the end propofed, of preventing the Auftrians 
from penetrating into Saxony on the left fide of 
the Elbe. They would not venture to leave a part 
of their army behind to watch the motions of the 
King and the Prince, and move with the remainder 
into Silefia, as the King could eafily have come 
upon their rear, and ave drawn them back or cut 
them off: if they had attempted to march into 
Lufatia, a variety of difficulties would have at- 
tended this undertaking. The Prince, by his 
pofition at Leipa, was mafter of the road by Gabel, 
of the Kaifer road, and of the road by Kamnitz, 
Krewitz, and Romberg, which are the beft roads 
to Lufatia. The road es Greifenberg was the only - 
one which remained open to the enemy, and it was 
by far the moft difficult of any. It is true, they 
opened one road more to themfelves by the taking 
of Gabel, an event which could not enter into their | 
contemplation when the plan of — was 
formed. 

Highly as Lloyd praifes this atiponnon of the 
Auftrians, yet it does not by any means appear to 
have been the right one. It was faid at that time, 
‘© America muft be conquered in Germany.” 

. With as much juftice might it have been faid, 
‘© Silefia matt be conquered in Saxony.” The 
main object of their plan, according to Lloyd, was 
to cut off the King from Silefia; but this hope 
was perfectly vifionary ; for as long as the French 

troops 
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troops and thofe of the Empire did not extend 
their operations to Saxony, the King could eafily 
preferve his communication with that province, or 
could foon have recovered it. The. Auftrians at 
that time were not very fond of acting upon plain 
ground, and they could not have blocked up the 
King’s entrance into Silefia without rifking a battle 
upon a plain. A general, who with a much 
ftronger army than that of his antagonift, fhall em- 
ploy eternal caution, and remain conftantly en- 
trenched in his camp, can never venture upon bold 
and extenfive defigns. From the conduct of Prince 
Charles after the taking of Zittau, we may con- 
clude, with much more probability, that the inter- 


rupting of the communication between the Proffian » 


_ army and Silefia did not enter into his contempla- 
tion at the time he meditated an irruption into 
Lufatia.. At leat i it would be very ftrange to fup- 
pofe that a general fhould lay down a defign, and 
employ means totally inconfiftent with its execu- 
tion. The Auftrians did not till the end of Auguft 
make a fingle movement that could point towards 
that object, for the {mall number of light troops, 
which plundered the country as far as Gorlitz and 
Lauban, could contribute nothing to this defign, 
while the King was in the neighbourhood with his 
main army. 

The only method by which they could have ef- 
fe€ted this defign was by gaining a battle, and 
though the King offered them an opportunity they 
did not accept it. Ifa general is inclined to rifk 

an 
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an engagement, he fhould not place himfelf in fuch 
a pofition as to afford no apparent poffibility of 
penetrating in any part: fuch, however, was the 
ficuation of the Auftrians at Zitrau, when the King 
marched from Bernftaede to attack them. If the 
Auttrians had really intended to penetrate into Si- 
lefia, the road through Lufatia was certainly not 
the fhorteft, and in refpect to the maintenance of 
an army it was by far the moft difficule. The 
Pruffians had been matters of that part of Bohemia 
which lies between Saxony, the Ifer, and the Elbe, 
from the beginning of the fpring; in confequence 
of which that diftri€t of country was completely 
exhaufted. The Auftrians, having no magazines 
in the neighbourhood, muft have brought their- 
provifions from the heart of Bohemia, which would 
have occafioned a great lofs of time, and have re- 
tarded all their operations ; and even if they had at 
length fucceeded in penetrating into Silefia by the 
way of Lauban, the Pruffian army could have 
marched in a parallel direction, or have harraffed 


their rear fo as to prevent their undertaking any 


thing of importance. If they had been attacked 
and beaten upon any part of this march, their com- 
plete deftruction would in all probability have been 
the confequence: they would then Have had no 
other retreat than through the mountainous traét, 
or through Upper Lufatia and Bohemia; in either 
of thefe cafes, they would have had to contend with 
prodigious difficulties, for they had not a fingle 
magazine in the country, and their army muft in-_ 

: evitably 
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evitably have been ruined before they could have 
reached Bohemia. A glance upon the map is fuf- 
ficient to convince any one, that the neareft road 
from Jung Buntzlau to the center. of Silefia is 
through Trautenau and Landfhut. 

If the Auftrians, when they reached Munchen- 
gratz, had left the Prince of Pruffia in the moun- 
tainous country, and had drawn their whole army 
towards Silefia, they might poffibly by advancing 
to Lignitz have cut him off from Breflau as well 
as from Schweidnitz. They would have no reafon 
to fear that the Prince, or the King in conjunétion 
with the Prince, would follow them diagonally 
_ through Bohemia, to fhut them up in the moun- 
- tains which feparate it from Silefia, becaufe they 
would have found no fubfiftence for their army 
upon the march, and were too far from the Elbe 
to receive any from other places. “Befides the King 
muft have made a great circuit through Saxony 
and Upper Lufatia, and thereby have afforded 
time to his enemies to have taken up any pofition 
they might judge moft proper for the covering of 
a fiege. This they might have undertaken in 
Auguft, or by the beginning of September, and 
might have employed the remaining time either 
in eftablifhing themfelves in the country, or as the 
King was now fully engaged with the French, and 
the army of the Empire, in driving the {mall 
Pruffian army out of Silefia. By this plan of 
Operations, they would have rendered it impofiible 
for the Pruffians to have reinforced the garrifon of 
Schweidnitz 
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Schweidnitz with five battalions and a regiment of 
huffars, in confequence of which they would in a 
fhort time have got poffeffion of that fortrefs. 

Thé march towards Lufatia was directly con- 
trary to their true intereft, and if the King’ had not 
been harraffed by fo many enemies, they would 
have had no other advantage to have boafted of at 
the end of the campaign, than the bombardment of 
Zittau. | 

The King had po ae obtained his object in 
part, by having kept them blocked up in a corner 
of Lufatia,, till the French army and that of the 
Empire had approached fufficiently near to give 
him an opportunity, by rapid manceuvres and the 
happy iffue of a battle, to get rid of them for the - 
reft of the campaign, and to haften to the affiftance 
of the army in Silefia.. The King’s ‘plan was fo 
well devifed, and all fteps for the execution of it 
were fo juftly taken, that if the French army and 
that of the Empire had fhewn more refolution and 
activity, fo as to have afforded him an opportu- 
nity of beating them in September or Odtober, 
Schweidnitz would not have been loft, and the 
Auftrians, notwithftanding all their fuperiority, 
would have been unable to effect any thing in Si- 
lefia. But Providence feems to have determined 
that their fuceefs fhould anfwer no other purpofe 
‘than to encreafe the greatnefs of the King. 

Lloyd praifes the activity of the Auftrians in 
driving the King out of Bohemia; but wherein it 


conuiiees I am at a lofs to difcover. Intftead 
af 
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of following either the King or Marfhal Keith, 
Prince Charles did not leave Prague till the 24th, 
and then proceeded no farther than to Unterpot- 
chernitz. 

On the other fide, Daun had again returned to 
his old camp at Kriechenav, where his army re- 
mained inactive. In the morning the hymn of 
St. Ambrofe was fung as a thankfgiving to the 


Almighty, and the evening concluded with three | 
-difcharges. of great guns and mufquetry.: The - 


army was at length fet in motion, and joined Prince 
Charles at Sworez on the 26th of June. This 
great army employed their time till the 3oth in 
advancing to.the Elbe, which it paffed on the rift 
of July upon five bridges at Czelakowitz, and 
afterwards encamped at Liffa. It appears as. if 
the Auftrians, by their unexpected good fortune, 
had been thrown into a fpecies of ftupor, fromi 
which they did not recover for feveral days. By 
their fupinenefs and delay they gave the vanquithed 
army an opportunity to collect new force, in con- 
fequence of which they remainéd another month 
in Bohemia, and fubfifted during the whole of that 
‘time at the expence of the country. 


It appears that Daun had put in practice, the - 


old maxim of building a golden bridge for his 
beaten enemy. In’ fome cafes, this may perhaps 
be an ufeful maxim; but the King of Pruffia knew 
‘too well the value of gold to employ it to fuch a 
purpofe after any of his victories. -He rather em- 
ployed it in rewarding the bravery of his officers 

and 
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and foldiers, and of the regiments which had cap- 
tured any part of the enemy’s artillery. | 
_ Much, however, may be faid in juitification of 
Marfhal Daun. After a victory, even the victe- 
rious army is not always in a fituation to undertake 
any new enterprife. One day at leaft. muft elapfe 
before the regiments can reccive a freth fupply. of 
ammunition, to fay nothing of provifion, without 
which they cannot advance at all. ‘This appears 
to have been the reafon which obliged Prince 
Charles and Marfhal Daun to wait feveral days 
before they could think of new operations. On 
the other hand it muft be confeffed, that if Daua 
had formed a well digefted plan, and well conneét- 
_ ed as to its confequences, he would have been pre- 
| pared for every event. Before he determined to 
give battle, he thould have afked himfelf thefe 
queftions: What am I to do farther if I gain the 
battle; or what am I todo if I lofe ic? In either 
cafe the army fhould have been provided with fe- 
- veral days provifions, either to advance with viva- 
city, or to draw back with fecurity ;. but this hav- 
ing been neglected, the neceffary confequence was, 
that he was obliged to remain a confiderable time. 
in a ftate of inactivity. 

In the retreat of the Prince of Pruffia from 
Leipa, feveral untoward circumftances concurred 
to occafion the lofs of the baggage, and of a great 
part of the ammunition waggons belonging to the 
artillery, as well as of the pontoons. The Auftri- 
ans do not appear to have underftood the full extent 

of 
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of their advantages, when they permitted the Prince 
of Pruffia to advance to the relief of Zittau. His 
being able to.draw from it the ftores and provifions, 
as well as the greater part of the garrifon, in the 
prefence ‘of the Auftrian army, is a circumftance 
as honourable to the Prince, as the unneceffary 
burning of” the town. is difgraceful to Prince 
Charles. 

In whatever point of view.the deftruétion of that 
flourifhing town be confidered, it would be very 
difficult to find any grounds upon which it could 
be juftified: ic was no fortrefs: it was furrounded 
by a fimple wall, which had no baftions or out- 
works, but the bravery of its garrifon. Except 
the magazine, it contained nothing which could be 
of any ufe to the Auftrians, and the lofs which the 
Pruffian army would fuftain by the burning of the 
town was. very inconfiderable in comparifon of the 
mifery which it brought upon the unfortunate in- 
habitants. Befides, the PrufMfians had abundant 
fupplies from Drefden and Bautzen. Might not 


the Auftrians with all their force, which was fo 


infinitely fuperior to that of the Prince, have ma- 
nceeuvred in fuch a manner as to cut him off from 
the town? There is not a doubt that this was 
practicable; {fo that they might not only have 
taken the whole garrifon, but the magazines would 
have fallen into their hands complete and: un- 
{poiled. 


I cannot here do better than quote the words of 


General Warnery, upon the retreat of the Prince 
of 
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of Pruffia, as they ftand in his * Commentaires fur 
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les commentaires de Montecuculi, page 50. 
part 2d.” | 

«The camp at Bohmifch Leipa was the beft 
in all Bohemia; it was like a fortrefs in the 
front and flank, and could never be turned in 
fuch a way as not to leave us two roads by 
which we could draw back without danger: 
in fhort, there could not be a better pofition 
for fo frnall an army as ours, which. was un- 
avoidably obliged to remain on the defenfive, 
and was ill provided with artillery. Had the 
troops, in the little miferable town of Gabel 
(where they were obliged to furrender in a mo- 
ment) only received orders to draw back to 
Zittau on the enemy’s approach, or had they 
done it without orders, our retreat would have 


been fully as fecure as before, and would not 


have coft us ten men. Ie is certain that from 
this camp Gabel could not be defended; and 
that in our fituation, at that time, it would have 
been highly dangerous to have made our retreat 
by the road which paffed through that place, 
for the line of march would have lain through 
paffes fo very narrow and fteep, that a few light 
troops, properly managed, could have deftroyed 
an army. Had Gabel been evacuated at the 
proper time, the pofition of the enemy at Nimes 


would have occafioned no difficulty. We were | 


{till mafters of the Kaifer road from Leipa to 
Romberg, and could at any time have reached 
K :  & Zittau 
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Zittau before the enemy’s army: for, befides 
that they muft have moved their whole maga- 
zines with them, they muft alfo have been 
obliged in their march to have paffed the de- 
filés; or of they left the mountains on their 
right, even then the ground was high and une- 
qual, and overgrown with woods, fo that they 
could not ‘have reached Hennewald before us. 
The Prince of Pruffia had determined to move 
by the Kaifer road; but a certain officer, who 
had contrived to affume confideration to him- 


felf, affured his highnefs, with a very confident 


air, that the enemy: had cut us off from this 
road by pofting forty cannon on either fide of it, 
an affertion which had no foundation. He had 
fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded of this by a 
peafant, who moft probably had been employed 
by the enemy. Upon this falfe intelligence, 
however, it was determined to retire by a great 
circuit through Kammitz. To render the mif- 
fortune more complete, this fame officer fent 
another under him to reconnoitre the Kafer 
road, but he went no farther than to the caftle 
of Birkftein, where he faw a large herd of cattle 
at a diftance, and conceived them to be troops 
and artillery. The former had been a few 
days before with a General in Kamnitz, and 
afferted on his arrival, that on that fide of the 
town the roads were excellent; but this likewife 
proved to be falfe, for that which we afterwards 
took was only ufed by peafants when they went 
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to fetch wood. But this was not the laft of the 
faid officer’s reports, for, being upon the ad- 
vance guard, he reported that the enemy had 
brought heavy cannon between Neudorf and ” 
Kreibitz, which was the caufe of the pontoons 
and baggage waggons being burnt. AsI knew 
his character, I did not give entire credit to his 
reports, but kept the waggons of the five fqua- 
drons of huffars which: I commanded, and 
brought them all fortunately through, notwith- 
ftanding that ‘I had conftantly the rear guard, . 
from Leipa to Zittau. It will hardly be be- 
lieved, that this numerous artillery proved to be 
nothing more than felled trees lying upon a 
field, which had been lately cleared for the 
plough. Had we taken the Kaifer road, we 
fhould have got to Zittau before the enemy, 
and notwithftanding the great lofs of time, we 
arrived foon enough to draw off the garrifon. 
If upon this occafion we made one fault, the 
enemy committed ten, Our misfortune was, 
that the Prince of Pruffia, in order to proceed 
with greater fecurity and caution, called a coun- 
cil of generals, Had he acted upon his own 
judgment, all would have goné well, for he 
underftood the matter ten times better than any 
of thofe with whom he confulted.” 

After having furmounted every difficulty, the 


Prince arrived on the 21ft of July in the place 


of Hennerfdorf, and proceeded on the 22d, at-nine 


in-the morning, towards Zittau. He arrived there 
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at two in the afternoon, and caufed the army to 
march up to Herwigfdorf. General Winterfeldt 

had arrived with the advance guard at eleven in 
the forenoon. The great Auftrian army was be- 
yond the Neiffe behind Zittau, with their left to 
Krottau, and extended through Ullerfdorf and 
Fridenfdorf to Turkau and Reichenau, the right 
wing extending to the wood of Reichenau. In 
this pofition they were fecure againft every un- 
‘toward circumftance. The Prince’s intention was 
to take poffeffion of the heights of Eckartfberg, by 
_which means he would have fruftrated the enemy’s 
“defign againft Zittau; but upon General Winter- 
feldt appearing on the plain of Herwigfdorf, the 
Auftrians immediately took poffeffion of thofe 
heights. The Prince then found himfelf under 
the neceflity of taking up his camp at Herwief- 
dorf in fuch a manner, that the right wing extended 
to Lower Herwigfdorf, and the left to the heights 
of Upper Herwigfdorf, with which it formed an 
angle. Both villages were in the rear. Mean- 
while General Winterfeldt advanced between the 
town and Upper Herwigfdorf, to cover the retreat 
of General Schmettau out of the town, which was 
‘effected without difafter, fo that feven battalions, 
and a number of waggons laden with bread and 
flour, and other baggage, arrived at the army. 
On account of the nearnefs of the enemy, no tents 
were pitched, but the army Jay upon their arms 
‘that night. On the 23d it began to rain heavily, 
and at nine the tents were pitched, Upon this the 
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enemy began to bombard the town, and by twelve 
o’clock one half of it was completely in flames. 
In order to fave as much as poffible of the great. 
ftores of flour and bread, in the afternoon, all the 
pack-horfes and as many waggons as could be fent 
from the army moved towards the town, but un- 
fortunately they arrived too late, as the greater part 
of the bread was by this time burnt. The town 
being nearly reduced to afhes, and it being im- 
_ poffible to remain in the ftreets in confequence of. 
the great heat, the Commandant Colonel Dierke 
found it neceffary. to withdraw with his garrifon 
towards the army. But he was not completely 
out of the town, when General Rebentifch brought 
him orders to defend it to the laft man, upon which 
he faced about and re-entered the place. But by 
this time the enemy had entered the town on the 
oppofite fide, and the Pruffians who had returned 
were completely furrounded. The greater part of 
the garrifon, however, forced their way through, 
and none were taken but Colonel Dierke, Major 
General Kleift, a number of the firft battalion of 
the Margrave Henry, and a confiderable part of 
the battalion of Seers, which loft five colours. 

Some field pieces were alfo left in the town. 
The Prince * now thought proper to draw back, 
and fent his baggage to Lobau on the 24th. The 
army 


* This was a Prince of moft amiable manners, who had 
often fhewn confiderable talents. He quitted the army upon 
this occafion, fell into a ftate of languor, as we learn from the 
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army followed on the 25th, at two o’clock in the 
morning, and arrived there at noon. On the 26th 
at noon, General Winterfeldt took poffeffion of the 
heights of Hochkirchen, to cover the march of the 
army to Bautzen, which encamped there on the 
a7th, and waited the arrival of the King. The 
two regiments of Maurice and Bevern, which had 
fuffered fo much at Kollin, were detached from 
hence under General Manteufell, to act againft the 
Swedes in Pomerania. 

On the 28th the King arrived with fixteen bat- 
talions of infantry and twenty-eight fquadrons, 
Marfhal Keith followed him with another corps, 
which took poft at Roth-Nauftritz, in order to 
keep up the communication with Drefden. Prince 
Maurice of Defiau remained at Cotta, on the other 
fide of the Elbe, with fifteen battalions and twenty 
{quadrons. 


King, and in little more than twelve months he died. It is 
not improbable, that he had fuffered the crofs events which 
happened in this retreat to prey upon his mind. Yet they 
were nothing more than might have been expeéted. Harte, 
the hiftorian of Guftavus Adolphus, afferts, That there 
are more inftances of commanders dying of broken hearts 
than of any other defcription of men; snamoratos not ex- 


cepted. This obfervation is made upon the death of a, 


commander, whitened with forty campaigns—Spinola, who 
received a letter, from his mafter the King of Spain, 
which ftruck him to the heart. His chagrin was fuch, that 
he was foon confined to bed: he would never give the letter 
from his hand; continued conftantly to ery out, ‘* m’hanno 
‘© Hevato [ honorewm’ hanno llevato I’ honore ;’? and in a few days 
expired. TRANSLATOR. 
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On the joth the King marched with a ftrong 
corps to Weiffenberg, and refigned the command 
of the army at Bautzen to the Prince of Bevern. . 
The Prince marched on the eighth to Nehern, and 
left General Rebentifch with ten battalions at Baut- 
zen, in order to protect the bakery which was there 
eftablifhed. Marfhal Keith moved from his poft 


-at Roth-Nauftritz, and advanced on the 14th to 


the heights of Hochkirchen. On the 15th the 
King went with his corps to Bernftadt, and the 
Duke of Bevern moved from his camp at Nehern 
to Herwigfdorf, near Lobau. The Marfhal moved 
with his corps.from Hochkirchen towards the Dukgy 
and the army took up their camp in the rear of the 
long village of Herwigfdorf, which was ue by 
five battalions of grenadiers, 

By this pofition, the King once more opened his 
communication with SileGa,. as Prince Charles durft 
not move from Zittau, for fear of being cut off. 
from Bohemia. Perceiving that the King was ad- 
vanced to Bernftadt and Herwiefdorf, he took 
up his pofition along the road from Lobau to 
Zittau, thinking-that the King would advance — 
through -Henneridorf; but the Marfhal marched 
on the 16th from Herwigfdorf to Bernftadt, and 
on his arrival the King went forwards with all the 
huffars and free battalions, ten fquadrons of dra- 
goons, and ten battalions of infantry, to Hirfch- 
feldt, to, which place the army continued their 
march. By this movement he came upon the 
¢nemy’s rear, who, upon intelligence of the Pruf- 
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fian advance guards appearing in the woods behind 
Hirfchfelde, immediately took up the following 
pofition: Their right extended to the Neiffe, and 
came upon the heights of Ratgendorf; their left 
came upon the high ground of Sierfdorf; their 
center inclined inwards; fo that their whole army 
formed a femi-circle along the heights. In their 
front, they had the hollow way of Witgendorf, 
which completely covered them. The ground on 
their right was fo high and fteep, that they had no 
attack to fear on that quarter; and they were com- 
pletely proteéted by the mountain on their left 

ank, fo that whatever body advanced on that fide 
could from thence be completely enfiladed. In the 
hollew way was the village of Witgendorf, which 
was occupied by the croats and four hundred in- 
fantry. The enemy had a prodigious quantity of 
artillery in their front, and had thrown a great 
number of croats into the woods. Upon the right 
fide of the Neiffe ftood the corps de referve, :and 
General Nadafti’s corps, with their left to the river, 
and their right to the wood at Reichenau. The 
ground before them was likewife full of natural 
difficulties. From Reichenau to Hirfchfeldc the 
ground is marfhy, interfected with lakes, and a 
{mall ftream called the Kupferwaffer. On their 
right they had thick impenetrable woods upon — 
high hills, feparated by deep defilés. 

In this pofition were the enemy. when the King 
arrived in fight of them at Tittelfdorf. Being re- 
folved to attack thent wherever it might be poffi- 

ble, 
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-ble, he proceeded to reconnoitre them while the 
army advanced in three divifions. The right wing 
was in the Witgendorf wood, directly oppofite to 
the enemy’s left; from thence the front extended 
to the height of Tittelfdorf, and from thence to the 
little town of Hirfchfeldt on the Neiffe, which was 
occupied by a battalion. The hollow ground of 
Witgendorf feparated the armies, which were only 
a cannon fhot afunder. A heavy cannonade com- 
_ menced, and lafted till fun-fet. The King faw 
the impoffibility of attacking the enemy, and the 
army lay that night upon their arms. In the morn- 
ing they pitched their tents, and the head-quarters 
were fixed at Tittelfdorf. The only choice now 
was, by attempting to turn the enemy, to make them 
leave their advantageous pofition. With this view, 
the King caufed fome bridges to be laid acrofs the 
Neiffe, below Hirfchfeldt, and detached General 
Winterfelde with ten battalions of infantry, twenty 
-fquadrons of dragoons, and fifteen fquadrons of 
huffars, acrofs the river, to drive the corps of Na- 
dafti from their poft. Winterfeldt immediately 
encamped upon the heights of Rona. A heavy 
cannonade enfued, but the objeét could nct be 
accomplifhed, as the Auftrians continually rein- 
forced General Nadafti, In this fituation things 
remained tillthe 20th. Meanwhile the King de- 
tached General Grumbkow, with five battalions 
and ten fquadrons of huffars, to Gorlitz, to cut off 
or drive out the Auftrian garrifon. But they had 
withdrawn from the town early on the rgth, and it 

“Was 
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was now occupied by the Pruffians. The King 
feeing that it was in vain to attempt to bring Prince 
Charles to a battle, drew back to Bernftadt on the 
goth, and remained there till the 24th. A corps 
took up the former camp at thar place, which had 
been quitted on the 16th, and the greater part of 
‘the army moved to Schona under the command of 
the Duke of Bevern. General Winterfeldt drew 
off from his camp at Rona along the Neiffe, and 
moved to Buhra, 


OPERATIONS PREVIOUS TO THE BATTLE OF 
ROSBACH. 


The King having given up to the Duke of 
Bevern the command of the army which he meant 
to leave for the protection of Silefia, marched on 
the. 25th of. Auguft with fixteen battalions and 
twenty-three fquadrons from the camp at Bern- 
ftadt, and on the 12th of September formed a 
junction with the corps of Prince Maurice at Dref- 
den, who had continued there in order to cover 
that capital, and to ferve as a check upon Colonel 
Laudon *. 

The King’s army now confifted of the following 
battalions and fquadrons: 


* Afterwards General Laudon. 
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INFANTRY, 


Grenadiers, 
battalion of Wedel, 


——--—— Fink, ~ -~— 
—-—— Kremfow, 
——-—— Kamin, 
———-—— Lubath, 
ama ———= = Billerbeck. 

Mufqueteers, 
battalions of Guards, 
Retzow, - 
——--—— Margrave Charles, 
——--———-_ Winterfeldt, 

- Itzenplitz, 

Forcade, 
——--——— Meyrincke, 
w— --——_~ Anhalt, 
——---——— Alt Braun{chweig, 
——--——— Goltz, 
——--——— Hulfen, 
——.-———_ K|eift, 
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CAVALRY. 


CuiraMers, 
{quadrons of Garde du Corps, 
— Gens d’armes, 
— Rochow, 
— Driefen, 








ene 








Dragoons, __. 
Meynicke, 
Katte. 








| _ 
’ Huffars, 
Czeculi. 





fquadrons. 


- - 


Leib. regiment, | 


The ftrength of this army may be eftimated 
nearly as follows: As moft of the corps had been 
in the battles of Prague and Kollin, and had like- 
wife fuffered much by defertion and ficknefs, each 
battalion, one with another, may be reckoned at 
fix hundred men, and each fquadron at one hun- 
dred and twenty. This will amount to 


Infantry, 16,800 
Cavalry, 5,160 
Artillery, about 400 
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in all twenty-two thoufand three hundred and 
fixty men: with this force the King was preparing 
to advance againft the combined armies. In this 
view, he formed an advance-guard of fix battalions, 
fifteen {quadrons, and the free battalion * of Meyer, 
with which he marched forwards, while Marthal 
Keith followed with the remainder of the army. 

The enemy had ‘no troops in Saxony at that 
time but about four thoufand light cavalry and in- 
fantry under Colonel J.audon, which now fell back 
to the combined army on their approach. 

The King with the advance-guard fhaped his 
march through Topfchadel, Dobeln, Grimma, 
Rotha, and Pegau ; the army followed in different 
columns by the fame route. The greater part of 
the infantry were cantoned upon the march; a 
few battalions only, and the greater part of the 
cavalry, were encamped. No enemy appeared till 
they came to Pegau, where there were two hundred 
Auftrian huffars of Laudon’s corps, of whom one 
officer and ninety-eight privates were made prifoners, 
On the 11th of September the King croffed the 
_ Saala at Naumburg, where a few Auftrian huffars 
were taken. The enemy being now at hand, the 
army encamped in order. Aithough the King’ 
advanced as far as Erfurth on the 13th, yet he 
{aw nothing of the enemy, who had drawn back, 
and had taken up a ftrong pofition behind Eife- 
nach. 

* Free battalions were irregular troops, which enlifted on 


the terms of being difbanded at the end of the war. 
TRANSLATOR. 


The 
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The King did not think it neceffary to go far- 
ther in purfuit of them, and to remove to a greater 
diftance from Saxony and the Elbe, as the Auftri- 
ans could have formed various enterprifes in his 
rear, and might perhaps have detached a ftrone 
corps to the Marche. Some detachments from 
the army of Marfhal Richelieu were committing 
various depredations in the diftricts of Halberftadt 
and Magdeburg. Notwithftanding the weaknefs 
of the King’s army, he detached two corps to cover 
his territories and magazines in Saxony. On the 
34th he fent Duke Ferdinand of Brunfwick with 
five battalions of infantry, and two regiments of 
cavalry, into the diftrict of Magdeburg; and Prince 
Maurice, with eight battalions of mufqueteers, 
three of grenadiers, and two regiments of cavalry, 
~ moved through Naumburg, into the country be- 
tween the Elbe and Mulda, in order to watch the 
motions of the Auftrians in Saxony.. The King 
continued at Erfurth with the remaining twelve 
battalions, the free battalions of Meyer, the Garde 
du Corps, the dragoons of Meinicke and Czetteritz, 
and the huffars of Czeculi. The infantry were 
cantoned in different villages, and the cavalry 
‘encamped behind Erfurth, The King’s head- 
quarters were in Dittelftade. It appeared as if 
the campaign were about to be clofed in this 
quarter without any event of importance, and in 
truth nothing remarkable did take place till the 
battle, except a mafter-ftroke of General Seidlitz, 
which cannot be paffed over in filence. On the 
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rsth the King took the dragoons and huffars, and 
advanced with them to Gotha. Two fquadrons 
of Auftrian, and one of French huffars, had en- 
tered that place on the 13th, but they retired upon 
the King’s approach, and he found the town un- 
occupied. Here he lefe General Seidlitz with five 
{quadrons of Meynick’s dragoons, and the huffars 
of Czeculi, which were pofted in and about the > 
town. Five fquadrons of the dragoons of Czette- 
ritz remained hetween Gotha and Erfurth, and 
the King returned to his pofition behind Erfurth. 

In the mean time, the Generals of the com- 
bined army receiving intelligence that the King 
had detached thefe two corps, and that he was 
pofted with a few battalions behind Erfurth, con- 
ceived that this was a favourable opportunity for 
an enterprife, and that they could not do better 
than begin by the capture of General Seidlitz, 

Accordingly, two regiments of Auftrian, and 
one of French huffars, all the grenadier companies 
of their army, all their croats and other light 
troops, with two Auftrian regiments of cavalry, 
were ordered upon the expedition. The Princes 
of Hilburghaufen and Soubife, and a multitude 
of other Generals, chofe to be prefent at this un- 
 dertaking. 

General Seidlitz was too vigilant to allow them 
to furprife him, but being too weak to refift num- 
bers fo very fuperior, efpecially as he had neither 
infantry nor artillery, could not think of defending 
the town till the King came to his affiftance. He 
therefore retired, and taking poft at a fmall dif- 

, tance 
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tance behind the town, at the village of Sebeleben, 
fent orders to the dragoons of Czetteritz to join 
him immediately. The enemy advanced and took 
pofleffion of the town and caftle. 

Now that the whole ducal family was eftablifhed 
in the place, it was neceflary to pay court in due 
form, and to omit no degree of politenefs upon an 
occafion of fo much joy and feftivity. The whole 
court was affembled, and the French had every 
opportunity of fhewing their wit and gallantry, in 
compliment to the fair ladies, congratulating them 
on their deliverance from the unpolifhed Pruffians, 
with their’ pipes and tobacco. 

In the mean time, the dragoons of Czetteritz 
having joined General Seidlitz, he thought himfelf 
fufficiently (trong to attack the enemy. He fent 
on the huflars, who drove in the advance potts, and 
followed rapidly with the reft of his cavalry in a 
rank entire *. ‘The general officers were on the 
point of fitting down to table, when they were in- 


formed 


* The King’s account of General Seidlitz’s difpofition is 
highly inflructive ; Oeuvres pofthumes, tom. 3. page 205. as 
follows: “* M. Seidli:z, having taken poft at fome diftance 
<< from Gotha, fent the dragoons of Czetteritz to a defilé, 
«¢ which was about half a mile behind him, with orders to” 
«* draw up in a fingle rank, with a view to impofe upon the 
<< enemy by the extent of their front; ftill keeping them fuf- 
ficiently near at hand to protect his retreat if he were 
*© obliged to yield to fuperior numbers. This “excellent 
“* ftratagem deceived the Prince of Hildburghaufen. He 
«* had’ no juft conception of the {mall number of the Pruf- 
«s fian army; thought they were advancing, and that this 
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formed of the appearance of the enemy, and the 


truth of the report was foon confirmed by a fmart 


fire. The French have a lively imagination, and _ 


immediately conceived this to be the whole Pruf- 


fian army, and the King at their head. They ne- 


ver could fuppofe that the Pruffian huffars would 
venture to attack the town, unlefs they were fup- 


ported by a large body of infantry. Soubife was - 


too experienced a general to imagine they could 
be guilty of fuch an act of imprudence. He paid 
his compliments to the court in the greateft hafte, 
and regretted that the uncivil behaviour of the 
Pruffians obliged him to leave fuch agreeable 
company. 

Unluckily Soubife had not dual of any dif- 
Pofition in cafe of a furprife, and therefore gave 
the word /auve qui peut! at the fame time gallop- 
ing with his fuite out of the town. The other 
generals were animated by his example, and leav- 
ing the town in the greateft confufion, took the 
road to Eifenach. The Pruffian huffars attacked 
the caftle with great bravery, and drove out four 
companies of grenadiers who were pofted in it. — 


In this manner did General Seidlitz, with fifteen 


hundred cavalry and without a fingle foot foldier, 
clear the gown of a corps of about eight thoufand 


“* great line of cavalry was on the point of coming on.’? M. 
Seidlitz perceived the impreflion he had made; and, in con- 
fequence, formed the enterprife as, related by the Author. 
‘The King proceeds to beftow the praifes @pon General Seidlitz 
which he {fo well deferved. : TRANSLATOR. 
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men, making fix officers and fifty-one men pri- 
foners of war. Befide thefe, the huffars took a 
number of fecretaries, commiffaries, comedians, 
lacqueys, hair-dreffers, cooks, &c. whom General 
Seidlitz, in his politenefs, immediately fent back, 
without farther ceremony. 

This tranfaCtion may ferve to fhew what may 
be done with cavalry, when they are commanded 
by a man of intelligence and determination. Ge- 
neral Seidlitz from this time began to difcover his 
creat talents, and to convince the world that he 
was worthy of the confidence which the King re- 
pofed in him. Although he was one of the 
youngeft Major Generals in the army, he com- 
manded the whole cavalry at: the battle of 
Rofbach. He kept poffeffion of Gotha till the 
22d, and on that day returned to the King, who 
remained in his quarters at Erfurth, in order to 
fee what the combined armies were now to at- 
tempt. They continued however in a ftate of in- 
activity, with the fingle oo of their retaking 
Gotha. 

At length, to give his army better quarters, 
the King returned on the 28th to the diftrict of 
Butftade, where he cantoned the army. Here he 
remained till the roth of October, without being 
in the leaft difturbed by the enemy: there was 
every appearance that the combined army -had no 
inclination to undertake any thing farther. this 
campaign, and the King refolved to draw ‘nearer 
to the Elbe, to be ready, in cafe of need, to march 
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to the affiftance of the army in Silefia. With this 
intention he moved on the 11th, and paffed through 
Naumburg towards Saxony. 

In the mean time the Auftrian main army hea 
penetrated into Silefia, and had forced the Duke 
of Bevern back to Breflau. In Lufatia they had 
left General Marfchal with fix regiments of in- 
fantry and as many of cavalry at Lauban, and had 
{tationed a corps of light troops under Generals 
Haddick. and Morocz between Stolpin and Dref- 
den. The road to the Marche of Brandenburg 


- was completely open, and as there was not a fingle 


Pruffian huffar on tke right fide of the Elbe in 


Saxony, or in Upper and Lower Lufatia, their 


inactivity is perfectly unaccountable. Notwith- 
ftanding the King was at a confiderable diftance, 
he was conftantly prefent in their thoughts, nor 
did they venture upon a fingle enterprife of con- 
fequence. ‘The only thing that refembled a mili- 


_ tary operation, was General Haddick’s expedition 


to Berlin. He arrived. there on the 16th of Oc- 


tober, occafioned fome confternation, advanced 


through the Siberian gate to the fuburbs, levied a 
confiderable contibudon; and on the 17th march-— 


ed back on his return. | 


This undertaking’ is a proof that a judicious 
boldnefs of enterprife in war, is generally attended 
with the beft confequences. 

Although the Auftrians triumphed not a little 
in this advantage, yet in the event it coft them 
dear: for in all human probability to this very 
expedition of General Haddick are the glorious 
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events to be attributed, with which this campaign 
was concluded on the part of the King of Pruffia. 
It would have been a matter of.no {mall difficulty 
to have enticed the combined army from their 
faftneffes behind Eifenach, if they had not been 
encouraged by this fuccefs. If the King had 
moved towards Silefia without having had an op- 
. portunity of defeating them, they could eafily have - 
found means to make themfelves mafters of Leip- 
fig, and of the whole of that part of Saxony which - 
lies upon the left bank of the Elbe: fo that the 
King, after driving the Auftrians out of Silefia, 
would have been reduced to the neceffity of re- 
turning to Saxony in the middle of the winter, 
and. of expofing his troops to confiderable difficul- 
ties and fatigue. | 


BATTLE OF ROSBACH. 


_ The defcription which Lloyd gives of the battle 
of Rofbach, with the exception of a few trifling 
circumftances, is perfectly accurate. Having 
drawn in the corps under. Duke Ferdinand, and 
that under Prince Maurice, the King refolved 
to attack the united armies, notwithftanding their 
prodigious fuperiority of numbers, and fixed upon 
the 4th day of November for that purpofe. Early 
in the morning he perceived that they had changed 

their pofition in the night. ‘They had refolved to. 
attack the left flank of the Pruffian army. The 
: King 
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King was at table * with his general officers, when 


the movement of the enemy was reported to him. 


He 


* In the life of Frederick, with anecdotes, publithed at 
Strafbourg in 1778, it is afferted, That the King dined in the 
curate’s houfe at Rofbach; that one of his Aides de camp was 
fent to the top of the fteeple, and every ten minutes commu- 
nicated his remarks to his Majefty in a note written with 
pencil. 

The Editor believes that he can ftate more accurately the 
fag upon which the above anecdote moft probably was founded. 
In a private letter now before. him, from Lord Dover, then 
General Yorke, who for fo many years, and fo honourably, 
filled the ftation of Britifh Embaffador at the Hague, is the 
following paflage. It is dated November 22, 1757, feventeen 
days after the event. 

«¢ This battle is one of the greateft leffons for a man of the 
‘ profeffion I ever read of, and I muft pleafe myfelf with 
‘¢ telling you an anecdote, which characterifes the genius of 
‘« the Prince, and his fuperiority of knowledge and courage, 


«© joined with the greateft prudence. My Author is the Bailiff 


“< of the caftle of Rofbach, where his Pruffian Majefty had 
‘< his quarters on the jd, 4th, and sth inftant. On the 4th 
«« (fays the Bailiff, who writes to one of his friends at the 
«© Hague), his Majefty marched towards the enemy, but came 
«s back again in the evening, faying, that they were too well 
<< -pofted, and he mutt try fomething elfe. On the sth, at ten 
¢ o’clock in the forenoon, he called for the Bailiff, and afked 
«< him, whether he could not fhow him a place at the top of 
«¢ his houfe from whence he could have a view of the diftant 
¢ country ? The Bailiff told him, No; unlefs his Majeity would 
** go up to the roof, from whence he would take off fome 
tiles. The King followed him, and through the roof ex- 
« amined the motions of the enemy for nearly an hour, then 
«¢ ¢ame down to his officers, and ordered dinner to be ferved 
s* atnoon. He dined quietly, and with a good appetite. At 
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He immediately gave orders for the army to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to march. Not long after 
this he received intelligence, that the heads of the 
enemy’s columns were already oppofite to his left 
fiank. Upon this he inftantly gave orders to Ge- 
neral Seidlitz to move with the whole cavalry to 
the left behind the heights, in order to cut them 
off from Merfeburg. The cavalry were faddled, 
and in motion ina moment. The infantry alfo 
received orders to move by divifions, and to fol- 
low the cavalry behind the heights. In the mean 
time the King mounted his horfe, and reconnoi- 
tred the enemy. The cavalry moved, fo rapidly, 
that the infantry, notwithftanding their utmoft ef- 
forts, could not keep up with them. 

General Seidlitz having arrived with the cavalry 
behind the Janus-hill, perceived that the heads of 
the enemy’s columns were compofed of cavalry ; 
‘that they were now between Reichertfwerben and 
Lundftadt, and that he already outflanked them. 
- Without a moment’s hefitation, he formed in two 
lines, and came down upon the enemy without 
waiting for the infantry. As foon as the enemy 
faw the Pruffian cavalry, they endeavoured to form, 


‘© a little after one, he ordered the Bailiff to fhew him the way 
€é 


«6 


he came down again, told the Generals to have the tents 
‘* ftruck immediately, and to have the army in order of battle, 
‘* as he was determined to fight. Ata little after two,’ conti- 
tinues my Author, “ his Majefty got on horfeback, and a 
‘* little after three we could fee no more of the French.” 
TRANSLATOR. 


but 


up again; and after examining the enemy for half an hoar, | 


ree es a 
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but had not time, as General Seidlitz was already 
upon them both in flank and rear. None but the 
two Auftrian regiments of Bretlach and Trautmanf- 
dorf could place themfelves in any degree of order; 
but they, as well as the reft of the cavalry, were 
foon routed and driven through Reichertfwerben 
and Bufendorf, back to their columns of infantry. 
After this fuccefsful onfet, the infantry arrived and 
formed. Not more than fix battalions had got up, 
with Prince Henry at their head, who immediately 
-fupported General Seidlitz, as he was forming 
again to attack the enemy. The infantry ad- 
vanced ftraight upon the enemy’s columns, in- 
clining conftantly to their left, to come more upon 
their flank and in their rear, The complete over- 
throw of the combined army was the confequence 
of thefe manceuvres *. 


When 


* It is fomewhat extraordinary that all the accounts vary 
with refpe&t to the numbers of the combined armies in this 
battle. Some make them amount to ninety thoufand; Lloyd 
vrelates that they were adove fifty thoufand; and Tempelhof 
has not objected to that ftatement. The Pruffians loft but three — 
hundred men. Of the combined armies there were eight hun- 
dred killed and fix thoufand made prifoners, including eleven 
generals and three hundred officers. Seventy-two pieces of 
cannon, and many other trophies were alfo gained by the 
Pruflians. | 

The diflike which the Germans bear to the French, is ap- 
parent from many paffages of Tempelhoff’s hiftory, and may 
be farther illuftrated by a well-known anecdote. In this battle 
of Rofbach, a Pruffian huffar purfuing a French dragoon, per- 
ceived that he himfelf was followed by an Auftrian horfeman, 
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When we compare the conduét of the Generals 
of the combined army upon this occafion, with the 
whole of their deportment during the former part 
of this campaign, it is difficult to find any grounds 
upon which it can be explained or defended. . Ex- 
perience had convinced them, that the King, in- 


ftead of avoiding them, wifhed for nothing more | 


than an engagement. ‘They were acquainted with 
the rapidity of his movements, and indeed only 
two days before had had the cleareft proofs of it. 
Unlefs they threw duft in their own eyes, they 
mutt have perceived that in the art of performing 
able manceuvres, their own troops were mere no- 
vices, and yet they fuddenly came to the refolution 
of attacking the King upon ground where he could 
bring the whole art of his tactics into practice, 
without any fear of lofing the advantage of his 
difpofitions through any mifconception of orders ; 
where he could employ troops of every defcription, 
and where each would contribute to the fupport of 
the other; where all his movements could be made 
with vivacity and order; in fhort, upon ground 
where {kill was every thing, and numbers nothing. 

The reinforcements which they had received 


from Richelieu’s army may probably have contri-. 


with an uplifted fabre ready to cleave his head. ‘* German 
** comrade,’’ faid the Pruffian, ** let me take this French- 
«* man.’’—** Take him,”’ faid the Auftrian, and galloped off, 
Hiftory of the War, written in German by Captain ArcHEn- 
HOLZ, an old officer in the Pruffian fervice, and who alfo has 
written the Picture of Italy and the Picture of England. The 
latter ig tranflated into Englih. TRANSLATOR. 


buted 


- — 


fete 


— 


BATTLE OF ROSBACH, 153 


buted to their extraordinary conduét, and poffibly 
an idea that the King would have aéted agreeably 
to the precepts which they had been accuftomed to 
read in Puyfegur, Quincy, and Folard; but in this 
they found their miftake. His choice of a camp 
perhaps ftrengthened them in their ideas. - It was 
indeed very advantageous, His right was co- 
vered by the villages of Bedra, and the left by 
- Rofbach; and the marfhy banks of the Leibe, a 
little rivulet, prevented the poffibility of a fucceff- © 
ful attack being made upon his front. As moft 
people judge of others according to the principles 
which would direct their own conduda, they pro- 
bably believed that the King would avail himfelf 
of the advantageous fituation of his camp, and 
would wait to fee in what manner they might 
chufe to attack him. It never occurred to them, 
that he could fee. through their intentions with a . 
fingle glance, and could find means with the 
greateft eafe to render them fruitlefs; that it never 
was his fyftem to wait for the attack, but that he 
always chofe to act that part himfelf, and to anti- 
cipate his enemy. The hiftory of the former war 
might have convinced them of this in the cleareft 
manner, and if they had remembered the battle of 
Soor, no doubt would have remained with them 
upon the fubject, But their blindnefs was fo great, 
that their defign was not merely to beat the King, 
but to cut off his whole army. 
From the King’s conduct upon this occafion, it 
may be eftablithed as a principle, that an army 
fhould 
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fhould never wait to be attacked; efpecially wher 
the ground admits of moving freely ta either flank, 
fo as to come upon the enemy with impetuofity. 
_ It alfo follows, that when an enemy wifhes to turn 
your flank in the day of battle, you can always 
prevent it, and even point the effect of it againft 
himfelf. In the attempt, the line of his march 
muit make an angle with the prolongation of your 
front, 








‘The enemy A B wifhes to gain the point E, 
to turn the flank of the army C D. It is plain 
that whichever of the two gains the point E the 
firft, will outflank the other. A B moving .by 
divifions, as the moft ‘proper method, will have a 
ftrong corps of cavalry at their head to gain the 
flank of C D with all poffible fpeed. If C D be 
vigilant, they can very eafily fruftrate his inten- 
tions ; a have only to do as the King did, to 

bring 
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bring their cavalry to the wing which the enemy 
_ wifhes to attack, and fet them in motion. With 
the leaft intelligence of the enemy’s defign, it is 
eafy to contrive that their diftance from the point 
EF fhall be lefs than his, and that confequently their 
army can be there before his. They have then 
gained his flank. He is beaten, if C D know their 
advantage, and move boldly to the attack, This 
will be evident if we oe what A B can op- 
pofe to them. 


xX 





“ C D 
Peep Ne ras 
OE 


The cavalry of C D having gained the point E, 
the army A B has nothing left but to make an 
angle at B F. This they muft do in a hurry, and 
moft probably not in the-beft order, while C D’s 
cavalry, already formed and advancing, inclines 
ftill to the flank as they move, comes down upon 

the 
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the cavalry of A B, takes them in flank, and even 
gets round their rear before they can form up a 
front. 

Another inconvenience arifes in the fudden 
formation of an angle. The diftances between 
the divifions, as well as. that between the firft and 
fecond line, are loft. They are entangled toge- 


‘ther, and the fecond line is carried off with the | 


firft in their enemy’s onfet. 

While the cavalry of C D is making their at- 
tack, the infaptry will get up to E, and fhould 
they be but a. few battalions, they muft move on 
without waiting the arrival of more. This is not 
the time for deliberation,.and it is evident even a 
few battalions may continue to advance without 
fear of being fupported by the army. The bat- 
talions which follow, will. foon come up near to the 
point E, and fupport the attack ; but it is not ne- 
ceffary that they fhould go fo far as the point E, 


for the attack is then neceffarily continued in | 


echelons, each arriving at its point while that be- 
hind is two hundred paces diftant, and if they in- 
cline in moving but a little to the left, the enemy 
find themfelves taken full in flank and rear before 
they can make preparations of defence. 

Their angle at B likewife gives opportunity to 
the artillery of C D to employ their fire with the 

‘greateft effe&t, which may even enfilade their line, 
and complete the diforder.. A.very fmall army 
may in this manner throw: a alee body into total 


~ confufion. 
| The 
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The cavalry may, upon fuch an occafion, con= _ 
tribute greatly to the fuccefs of the above move- 
ments ; and it is but juftice to fay, that the Pruffian 
cavalry, upon this occafion, led the way to victory 
in fo complete a manner, that the infantry found 
their part extremely eafy. 

From this battle we may alfo draw another con 


~ clufion. That a General who leads an army well . 


accuftomed to all forts of manoeuvres, muft always 
endeavour to attack his enemy upon the march, 
let them be ever fo fuperior. This will give him 
an opportunity of forming defigns, of the poffibility 
of which his opponent has no idea. He thereby 
will fo completely gain the afcendency over his | 
enemy, that he may commit faults with impunity, 
even in his prefence, without his having the heart 
to punifh the temerity. Nothing gains a General 
fo much the confidence of his troops, as often lead- 
ing them on to the attack. Many fkirmtifhes take 
place on fuch occafions, which muft end in fa- 
vour of the attacking fide, efpecially when your 
enemy purfues the oppofite fyftem, and is appre- 
henfive ‘of being attacked upon the march: who- 
ever ftudies the events of the feven years war, will 
perceive that the King always fought to attack his 
enemy upon the march. Daun knew this, and 
therefore chofe to occupy the moft difficult ground 
by the greateft circuits, rather than give the King 
the opportunity of attacking him upon the march. 
This accounts for the decided fuperiority of the 
Pruffian light troops, efpecially of the huffars, over 
: thofe 
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thofe of the enemy; and hence arofe the backs 
wardnefs of the enemy to venture upon ground 
where the means of retreat were difficult in cafe 
of attack. . 

There is no battle to be found in hiftory where 
the event was fo extraordinary as in this. Both 
friend and foe laughed at the Generals of the 
united armies. But Soubife was -particularly the 
— object of ridicule. It was faid, that he had written 
to the King of France, that he would foon fend 
him the King of Pruffia as prifoner. But as he 
did not keep his word, and one Job’s meffenger 
arriving after another, the wit of the choice fpirits 
of Paris could not be reftrained, but broke out 
into feveral fevere epigrams. Among the reft 
was this, 


Frederic combattant d’efloc et de taille 
Quelgu’un au fort de la bataille, 
Vient lui dire, nous avons pris— 
Qui donc ?—le General Soubife. 

Ah morbleu dit le Rot tant pis! 
Qu’on le relache fans remife. 


Frederick fighting with might and with main, 
“pome one came up through the mid{ft of the flain, 
Calling aloud to him, Sire, may it pleafe— 
We have taken—What? whom ?—we have taken Soubife, 
By the Lord, fays the King, it is fo much the worfe, 
Send him back to his troops, Pll lend him a horfe. 


His friend Voltaire expreffes his grief for his 
misfortune, and adds, that he foon afterwards won 
| two 
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two battles, of which they {carcely took the fmalleft 


notice in Paris. He might have added, that they 
were not worth mentioning *, 


OPERATIONS IN SILESIA, 


Before we proceed to the examination of Lloyd’s 
thoughts upon the operations of the Duke of Be- 
vern, it is neceffary to confider the actual ftate of 
the Proffian army after the battle of Kollin+, and 
as nearly as poffible to afcertain its real ftrength, 


* The battles alluded to, are probably the ‘affairs at Sane 
gerfhaufen and at Lutternberg in 1758. General Lloyd, in 
his preliminary difcourfe, fays, ‘* The French, when they are 
*< beaten, have too much vanity to acknowledge that they 
*s are in fault, they throw the blame eztire/y on their come 
“© mander, they grow mutinous, and defert.”” Whether a 
complete overthrow almoft without refiftance ought to have 
been effected by the circumftance of fo fmall a body turn- 
ing the flank of .an army fo very fuperior m numbers, had 
‘not the panic operated, may perhaps be a queftion. Had 
there been half an-hour more of day-light, probably every 
man of their army would have been cut to pieces, or taken 
prifoners. Detachments of cavalry were immediately fent 
out in every direction, as we learn from the King’s works. 
None of them-confifted of above forty men, and for feveral 
days they continued to bring in prifoners and baggage. 

a TRAMSLATOR. 

+ There is a long detail in the original upon this fubject, 
which the Tranflator fuppofes the Englifh reader will excufe 
him for leaving out, as he gives the refult. 
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It will plainly appear then, that the Duke of Bes 
vern had not more than thirty-fix thoufand men, 
including eleven thoufand cavalry, under his com- 
' mand in Silefia, to oppofe the great Auftrian army, 
which confifted of at leaft ninety or an hundred 
thoufand men. | 
Againft numbers fo very fuperior, it would 
have been in vain to have thought of Keeping up 
the communication with the Elbe, efpecially as 
there were no magazines in that quarter, and the 


country was almoft exhaufted. Drefden was the © 


neareft magazine for flour, and the cutting off a 
fingle convoy muft have brought on a total want 
of provifions. It was the Duke’s object to en- 
deavour to take up a pofition where he could be 
fupplied with the neceffary ftores and provifions, 
without being obliged to fend out large detach- 
ments to protect his convoys. For this purpofe 
he was either to draw nearer’ to the Elbe, or to 


mrove farther into Silefia, and place the great ma-_ 


gazines at Breflau and Schweidnitz in his rear. 
The firft of thefe plans. was not confiftent with the 
King’s views in leaving him behind, namely, to 
prevent the enemy from undertaking any thing of 
confequence in Silefia; fo that he had no choice, 
but to make that. country the theatre of opera- 
tions. } 
When we come to analife the reflections which 
Lloyd has hazarded on the Duke’s pofition at 
Bernftadt, it will appear that they are by no 
means juft. He firft fays, that the camp was ¢o0 


far 
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far back. Now this muft be relative to fome. - 
thing elfe, otherwife the expreffion has no mean- 
ing. If it relates to the Auftrian army, I do not 
underftand how the Duke could have taken a 
nearer camp. The Auftrians were at Zittau, and 
had a ftrong corps under Nadafti on that fide of . 
the Neiffe. To be nearer to them, he muft have 
taken his pofition either at Oftritz, or where the 
King was formerly pofted. ‘This would have been 
removing from. Bautzen, where he had eftablifhed 
his bakery, and his convoys would then have ex- 
perienced much greater difficulty. It would alfo 
have been eafy for the Auftrians to have fent a 
{trong corps to Bautzen through Lobau,. which 
would have obliged hirn to draw nearer to the 
former, and confequently have removed him far- 
ther from Silefia. If the expreffion too far back 
refers to Silefia, we are {till at a lofs to underftand 
how the Duke could take poft nearer to that coun- 
try, and at the fame time preferve a communica- 
tion with the Elbe. Yet, according to Lloyd, his 
camp was to be chofen in fuch a manner, that he 


might defend the communication with’ that river . 


as well as with Silefia. Wad it been poffible to 
have effected both thefe objects by any pofition, 
it is evident that the pofition at Gorlitz was the 
~ only one which could be calculated for thefe pur- 
pofés. Befides, the Duke would have erached 
Lauban fooner than the Auftrians, and have 
moved parallel with them if they had marched 
with the whole, or with the greater part, of their 

M army 
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army towards the Elbe: but had he determined 
to remain as long as poffible in his camp at Bern- 
_ftadt, he never could have got before the Au- 
_ ftrians from the moment they came to the deter- 
mination to move through Lauban to Silefia; for 
as foon as they effected, what was always in their 
power, a reinforcement of the corps of Nadafti, fo 
as to render it greatly fuperior to that of Winter- 
feldt, and when they afterwards took poft at 
Seidenberg, they could have gained at any time 
as foon, if not fooner than the Duke, the poffef- 
fion of Lauban; fince he would have been com- 
pelled to crofs the Neiffe, in order to form a junc- 
tion with the corps of Winterfeldt. Had he gone 
thither, he muft have rifked a battle, which he 
had good reafons for wifhing to avoid. The de- 
tachments to Lauban and Bautzen, which, ae- 
cording to Lloyd, the King ought to have made 
to keep up the communication with the Elbe, 
could hardly have effected the purpofe; for as they 
muft have chiefly confifted of cavalry, it would 
have been eafy for the Auftrians to have driven 
them away, by fending a few battalions of infantry 
againft them. 

Befides, a weak army cannot fend out detach- 
ments, in prefence of a fuperior enemy, without 
expofing them to be cut off, or to be attacked and 
beaten in detail. The pofition which the army of 
the Duke had been obliged to take, was fufficiently 
expofed to danger. General Winterfeldt, on the 
oppofite fide of the Neiffe, with fifteen battalions 
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and forty-five fquadrons, between Radmeritz and 
Buhra, was oppofed to General Nadafti. At 
Bautzen, Prince Francis of Brunfwick was fta- 
tioned with ten battalions and fome fquadrons, to 
protect the bakery and. the communication with 
Drefden. In the center, the Duke of Bevern was 
pofted with the eee at Schonau and Bern- 
ftade. 

With a {mall army it fhould be a maxim to ac& 
conftantly in a body, by which means alone a great 
undertaking can be formed. ‘The idea of cover- 
ing every thing muft be abandoned, and the chief 
attention muft be directed to the grand object of 
the campaign. If detachments are made, it muft 
be only upon a very favourable occafion, and with 
a view to fome great ftroke. Their eyes muft be 
attentively fixed on the enemy’s army, and no op- 
portunity muft be loft of taking advantage of any 
falfe ftep that may be made. For example, if 
they fhould detach a number of corps from their 
army for the purpofe of making a diverfion, or of 
furprifing a magazine or fortrefs, this may fome- 
times give a favourable opportunity of attacking 
them. <A {mali army may fometimes find oppor- 
tunity of falling upon one or other of fuch de- 
tached corps, before it can be fupported from the 
main army, or can have time to draw back; as 
Prince Henry did at Hoyerfwerda in 1759 with 
General Vela, and the fame year with General 
Gemminghen at Dommitch. Two fuch -fortu- 
nate Atrokes may give the fuperiority to the 
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weaker army, and oblige the Mronget to proceed 


with greater caution. 


It appears that the Duke of Bevern meant | 


to have brought his different corps together as 
foon as circumftances would permit. The King had 
given him inftructions that, as foon as the forage 
in his neighbourhood was confumed, he fhould 
move to Gorlitz, and make it the pofition of a 
ftrong camp; but he could not remain there any 
time without waiting for the arrival of a quantity 
of flour from Drefden, for which the King had 
given the neceffary orders. Had the intended 
quantity arrived, the army would have had a 

provifion of between ten and twelve days bread. 
On the 31ft of Auguft the Duke left his camp 
at Bernftadt and Ale Schonau. General Win- 
terfeldt alfo broke up his camp at Radmeritz. 
The former drew off towards Landfcrone, and the 
Jatter beyond the Neiffe to Moys, where bridges 
were thrown acrofs the river to keep up the com- 
_ munication between the two armies, Loyd fays, 
that the Duke detached General Winterfeldt acrofs 
the Neiffe to Moys, but he is miftaken as to the 
fact, for Winterfeldt was detached by the King on 
the 17th of Auguft, and continued conftantly on 
the other fide of the river. The corps at Bautzen 
could not join the army before the 7th, as the 
convoy from Drefden did not arrive fooner than 
the 3d of September. The Prince of Brunfwick 
fet out with the convoy on the sth, and had 
brought it without lofs to Gorlitz ; but it did not 
confilt 
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confift of more than half the quantity of flour, 
which was expected, confequently after the arrival 
of this convoy, the army could upon no account 
remain longer at Gorlitz than was neceffary to 
bake the bread, but were obliged to move towards 
fome magazine, from whence they could receive 
a new fupply. The 7th, 8th, and -gth days of 
September were employed in baking, and om the 
‘roth the army moved towards Buntzlau. 

There is no doubt that the Duke of Bevern 
could have got before the Auftrians to Breflau or 
Schweidnitz, and even have taken up the camp 
of Liebendahl as he reached Lignitz on the 19th, 
which’ was. the day that Prince Charles came to 
Jauer. From hence he might have marched 
‘ftraight to Breflau, if he had not been induced to’ 
remain fome days in Lignitz on account of the 
neceffity of baking, as well as on account of the 
great magazines of forage which he wifhed to con- 
fume, to prevent their falling into the hands of the 
enemy. Even in this pofition he was not cut off 
from Breflau till the sapien movements of the 
enemy. 

Although the Duke knew from experience the 
jna@tivity of the Auftrians, yet he ought not to - 
have grounded his operations upon that fuppo- ' 
fition. From their great fuperiority of numbers 
they were always able to act with two large armies. | 
If the Duke took up the camp of Liebendahl, he 
could not long have maintained it, but muft have 
deft it as foon as the enemy advanced. with their 
M 3 main 
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main army through Lauban to Buntzlau, ,and fent 
a ftrong corps to Marklifla to cover Bohemia. 
By this pofition he alfo ran the danger of being cut 
off from Glogau and the Marche, and in ‘that cafe 
he could only have drawn his convoys from Breflau 
and Schweidnitz; but both thefe places: were fo 
‘diftant, that, withaut a ftrong efcort, his convoys 
would be in conftant danger of being cut off, 
efpecially as General Janus was ftationed with a 
confiderable corps between Landfhutand Freiberg. 
This muft have obliged the Duke of Bevern to 
detach a confiderable corps to watch -his motions 
on the fide of Schweidnitz, A fimilar corps would 
have been requifite on the fide of Breflau, and his 
army would have been fo much weakened that he 
could not have made any defence if the enemy were 
in the leaft enterprifing, which the weaknefs of his 
army certainly encouraged them to be: he muft 
confequéntly have fallen back either to Schweid- 
nitz or Breflau, as might have appeared moft ad- 

‘vantageous at the time.° | 
Schweidnitz was confidered as a place of ftrength, 
and contained within its walls one of the moft con- 
fiderablé magazines in Silefia. General Grumb- 
kkow had been detached to reinforce the weak gar- 
rifon, and the Duke of Bevern had likewife fent 
Generals Fouquet, Brandeis, and Rebentifh, to put 
this place, 4s well as Breflau and Glatz, in the beft 
{tate of defence. Two battalions -were fent to 
Glagau, and there were now in Schweidnitz eleven 
‘battalions and ten {quadrons of -huffars; -bat the 
latter 
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latter-confifted of only four hundred and fifty each. 
The Duke had certainly every reafon to fuppofe 
that the commandant would make a brave de- 
fence, and have held out at leaft fix weeks. 

Breflau was in a very different fituation, for it 
-could be confidered as nothing lefs than a place of 
ftrength. It was furrounded by an old wall, with — 
~ baftions in the old manner, and a covert way with- 
out palifades ; few of the curtains were covered by 
ravelines, and the whole was furrounded by exten- 
five fuburbs, It was neceffary that thefe fhould be 
burnt down, to the great calamity of the inhabit- 
ants, if the enemy fhould befiege the place in 
form, and the commandant were expected to make 
‘a vigorous defence. The garrifon was very weak, 
confifting of only two of the worft battalions of 
infantry, which, even in a fingle rank, could 
fearcely extend over one-third of the circum- 
ference. It was thus expofed to the danger of 
furprife, or of being taken by ftorm; nor could 
it be. expected to hold out long, when the enemy 
fhould appear before it, if it were left in this fitua- 
tion without reinforcement. The prefervation of 
this place was of fo great importance to the Pruf-. 
fian affairs at that time, that it was peculiarly the 
object of the Duke’s attention, It contained one 
of the largeft magazines in Silefia, fufficient for the 
fupply of the Duke’s army for feven weeks, befides 
a quantity of military ftores. It ferved alfo by 
means of the Oder to keep open the communica- 
tion with Upper Silefia and Glogau, and in fome 
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meafure, though imperfectly, with Saxony. It 


alfo commanded -the whole of the country from 
Silefia between Poland and the right bank of the 
Oder, and enabled the Duke to recruit his in- 
fantry from the Marche of Brandenburg, and to 


fupply his cavalry with horfes, of which they were 
greatly in need, from Poland. He might eafily” 


from thence form a junction with the King, if after 
his expedition againft the combined army he fhould 
‘return cowards Silefia from Saxony. But even in 
the fuppofition of the enemy’s taking Schweidnita, 
they could net keep up their winter-quarters in 
_ Silefia. As long as the Duke remained in the 
country, the ftrong fortrefs of Glatz would have 
been in their rear, and it would have been: im- 
poffible for them to find fubfiftence through the 
- winter in the mountains. The King, after form- 
ing a junction with the Duke, could have obliged 
them without a battle to retire to Bohemia.even in 
the middle of the winter. 
All thefe reafons feemed tO point out to the 
‘Duke of Bevern the propriety of moving to Bref- 
lau, rather than to Schweidnitz; and as he feemed 
doubtful on his arrival at Lignitz which to prefer, 
it may be reckoned among the fortunate events 
of this war, that: the atin by their manceuvres 
obliged him to take: the refolution which he did, 
‘without leaving him the alternative. 

Granting that both armies in Silefia committed 
faults, yet thofe which may be imputed to the 
Duke are nathing in comparifon af thofe of- the 

Generals 
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‘Generals who were oppofed to him, From the 
‘commencement of a war, faults mutt of neceffity 
‘be caken into the calculation, otherwife, when they 
‘unexpectedly happen, we ‘fhall -be thrown into a 
{tate of perplexity and embarraffment, from which 
nothing can deliver us Bue fimilar faults on the 
part of the enemy. 

Admitting that the King expected to have end- 
ed his operations againft the combined armies‘ by 
the end of Oétober, and then to return to Silefia, 
the Duke’s object was to parry the great fuperio- 
rity of the enemy by able manceuvres till’ that 
time. If we examine his conduct, we fhall find 
that he completely attained his end, as far as de- 
pended upon himfelf; for nothing but the prema- 
ure furrender of Schweidnitz could have deftroyed 
his hopes of fuccefs: this was an event which it 
was impoffible to forefee, and had the place but 
held out five weeks from the opening of thé 
trenches, the Auftrians in all probability would 
have been obliged to raife the fiege by the King’s 
arrival at Parchwitz on the 28th day of Novem- 
ber. The march by which the Duke recovered 
the communication with Breflau, after the action 
at Barfchdorf near Lignitz, is a proof that he was 
as fuperior to the Auftrian commander in addrefs, 
as he was inferior in point of numbers. He made 
it appear fo probable that he was going to Glogau, 
that Prince Charles thought there was no neceflity 
for hurrying his march to Breflau, by which means 
the Duke confiderably got the ftart of him, ‘When 

WE 


370 CAMPAIGN OF 1757. 


-we confider that his march was in point of diftance 
double to that of his enemy, the boldnefs of the 
enterprife evinces in the cleareft manner his per- 
fect prefence of mind, and his complete knowledge 
of the character of his opponent. 
, ‘When Lloyd difcovers fo much prudence and 
activity in the conduct of Prince Charles upon this 
eccafion, it can only be confidered as a compli- 
ment, for the very contrary will be found on ex- 
amination to be the real fact, Can his remaining 
from the a1ft of July till the 8th of September in 
the neighbourhood of Zittau, without forming a 
fingle enterprife, be called activity ? So long as 
the King remained there, Prince Charles was un- 
doubtedly blocked up, and never could have ad- 
vanced a ftep if he had not been extricated from 
his difficulty by the arrival of the combined armies. 
If his plan had really been, as Lloyd afferts, to cut 
off the King from Silefia, the means which he 
chofe to adopt, were-not likely to be conducive to 
the end propofed. At length, when the King 
actually marched away with a fmall corps, why 
did he allow General Winterfeldt to remain fe- 
veral days longer on the other fide of the Neiffe, 
and to retire without interruption to Gorlitz ? 
Why did he not at the fame time detach a ftrong 
corps on the other fide towards Bautzen, to carry 
that place, whilft with his main army he kept the 
Duke in awe in his cansp at Bernftade? And to 
crown all, when the Duke had drawn back to 
Gorlitz, the Auftrian General fuffered- the Prince 
| of 
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of Brunfwick, with the whole convoy, to pafs his 
lefe flank, and to reach his place of deftination in 
perfec fecurity. This he ought on no account to 
have fuffered, and his great fuperiority in numbers 
afforded him abundant means to prevent it. Had 
he cut off or deftroyed that convey, the Duke mutt 
immediately have removed from Gorlitz, and either 
have retired to Silefia, or have moved towards the - 
Marche. The corps which he at length fent to 
Bautzen, inftead of purfuing the convoy, loft their 
time in the attack of a caftle, which was defended 
by the free battalion of Chauffignon, and which 
was at leneth obliged to furrender at difcretion. 
This appears to have been a {nare which the Duke 
Jaid for Prince Charles, and into which he feems 
to have fallen with his eyes open. 

Although Prince Charles deemed it impoffible 
to make any attempt while the King was with the 
army, yet it certainly was in his power to cut off 
the Duke from Siléfia, when the King had march- 
ed away with a few battalions. Inftead of acting 
-with his main army on the left bank of the Neiffe 
as foon as the Duke took up his pofition at Bera- 


. ftadt, he ought immediately to have aéted upon 
_ the right of that river. The corps of Nadafti 


fhould at the fame time have dire&ted their march 
through Seidenberg to Lauban, and have taken 
poft between Lauban and Naumberg, as the main 
army fhould have done at Seidenberg. From 
thence the light troops might have ranged over 
‘the country between the Queifs and the Bober as — 
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far as Sagan, and have rendered the communica- 
tion with Glogau extremely difficult. A third 
corps might have been placed upon the Eckartf- 
berg heights, and have taken up a ftrong camp, 
fo as to have completely covered Zittau. I'n this 
pofition Prince Charles might have remained till 
he could clearly difcover the Duke’s intentions. 
If he left his camp at Gorlitz to move towards Si- 
lefia, he might have moved with his main army in 
a parallel line, while the corps of Nadafti fhould 
impede his paffage acrofs the Queifs. If, on the 
other hand, the Duke fhould undertake any thing 
in his rear againft Zittau, he could always have re- 
turned thither in time to relieve it. There would 
be no apprehenfion of the Duke moving into Bo- 
hemia, as he had no magazines in the neighbour- 
hood, and the country through which he would be 
obliged to march would be completely exhaufted, 
“It is probable that the Duke would have been 
obliged to draw back to Glogau as foon as poffible, 
efpecially as his provifions were nearly confumed, 
and upon this march the corps of Nadafti with the 
leaft activity, might conftantly have hung upon his 
rear; or, perhaps by a fkilful manoeuvre, the 
Duke might have been reduced to the neceffity 
of retreating to the Marche of Brandenburg. 

As foon as the Duke left Gorlitz, the Auftrian 
army fhould have advanced from Seidenberg, be- 
tween the Neiffe and the Queifs. The corps of 
Nadafti fhould have remained conftantly on the 
right fide of the Queifs upon the Dyke's flank, 
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while the corps that was left at Zittau fhould have 
gone down the left bank of the Neiffe, and en- 
deavoured to turn his right flank. The only cir- 
cumftance ,to which it would have been neceffary 
for Prince Charles to attend, was to prevent the 
Duke from attacking his main army, or either of 
the two corps. 

But the Auftrians had certainly no reafon to 
avoid an engagement. If their whole army be 
eftimated at eighty thoufand men, allowing twenty 
thoufand for Nadafti’s corps, and ten thoufand for 
the other, there will remain for their main army 
fifty thoufand men; a fufficient number, in my 
opinion, for almoft any undertaking, But this 
eftimate 1s made upon the very moderate cal- 
culation which they gave out of the ftrength of 
their army after the battle of Breflau. They 
reckoned there fix thoufand men exclufive of a 
garrifon of three thoufand men which had been 
left at Schweidnitz. In Upper Lufatia were the 
corps of Haddick and Marfchal, which may be 


eftimated together at twelve thoufand. Thefe, 


with a corps of fix thoufand which had been de- 
tached to Upper Silefia, make their army amount 
to eighty-one thoufand men. Allowing them to 
have loft fix thoufand men at Schweidnitz; fixteen 
hundred in the action at Moys; and by ficknefs, 
defertion, and various fkirmifhes, eight thoufand 
more; the amount will be ninety-one thoufand 
men, including the Bavarians and Wirtembergers. 
Reckon thefe at ten thoufand men, and there 

will 
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will remain eighty-one thoufand in the diftri& of 
Zittau. 

It appears from this ftatement to have been the 
intereft of Prince Charles, to bring his opponent 
to a battle as foon 4s poffible. A victory would 
on all probability have been followed by the con- 
queft of Silefia, and in cafe of a defeat he had a 
certain retreat to Bohemia. But by remaining in 
his prefent fyftem of trifling with the Duke, he 
might have been certain that he would throw fuch 
difficulties in the way of his operations in Silefia, 
as would make it impoffible for him to undertake 
any thing decifive at the approach of winter. He 
could not forefee that Schweidnitz would furrender 
in fo fhort a time. Had it held out but fix wecks, 
his whole campaign in Silefia would have been 
nothing more than a deftructive over-running of 
the open country. 

His attack of General Winterfeldt at Moys was 
perfectly right: but in what mode did-he avail 
himfelf of the fmall advantages which he obtained 
there? Should not General Nadafti immediately 
have moved to Lauban, to have haraffed the 
Duke on the other fide of the Queifs, and have 
made his paffage as difficult as poffible? but he 
took no meafures with any view, and the affair 
was nothing more than an obftinate conflict with- 
out an object, ia which a number of brave men 
were facrificed to no fort of purpofe. It appeared 
as if both fides had merely withed to make an ex- 
periment upon the united effect of fire-arms and 
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hand to hand weapons. In fa&, the Pruffian. and 
Auftrian grenadiers employed: both with fo much 
determination, that the Author of “* Prejugés mi- 
litaires*” fays, that the only engagement with 
bayonets, which he ever faw in his life, was at the 
_ heights of Holzberg. The bravery with which the 
Pruffians defended the hill, infpired the Auftrians 
with fo much awful refpe&, that they would un 
dertake nothing farther againft the camp, but re- 
tired the next morning. This attack made no 
material alteration in the pofition of the army, 
which remained: undifturbed in their camp on the 
gth, and when all their flour was baked they moved 
on the 10th, and paffed the river in prefence of the 
enemy without lofs. On the contrary, the Croats 
who endeavoured to difturb the rear-guard were 
very roughly handled by the free battalion of Kal- 
ben. The Duke paffed the Queifs with as little 
difficulty the following day, and croffed the Bober 
on the 12th at Buntzlau. | 
Te was not General Nadafti’s attack which 
obliged the Duke of Bevern to leave his camp at 
Landfcrone, but merely the want of provifions, as 
I have before obferved. If Prince Charles had 
had any determined. plan of operations, he muft 
have forefeen that. the Duke would be obliged to 
retire into Silefia, and as three rivers were necefia- 
rily to be paffed, he fhould have placed every 


' © A Treatife on Military Prejudices, faid to be, written by 
the’ Prince de Ligne, Lieutenant General in the Imperial. 
fervice. | a 
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poffible difficulty and obftrudtion in the way of his 
march; but he did nothifg more than follow him 
flowly at a diftance, as if merely to take a view of 
the halting place. 

The Proffian account of the battle of Breflau is 
certainly defective. In order to fupply the de- 
ficiency, I will give another relation of it, which 
will throw more light une the tranfaction. 


BATTLE OF BRESLAU, 


The Duke of Bevern having formed his camp 
on this fide of the Lohe, his right extended to 
Kofel, and his left to the village of Klein-Moch- 
ber. The river Lohe, and the villages of Pilfnitz, 
Schmidefeldt, and Hoefgen, were in his front. 
From Klein-Mochber the troops extended to 
Nickelfdorf, one of the fuburbs of Breflau. An 
abbatis on the right flank reached from Pilfnitz 
tothe Oder. Béhind it were all the yzegers* of the 
army, and fix battalions of grenadiers. The firft 
line, confifting of ten regiments, was pofted be- 
tween Kofel and Klein-Mochber. Three regi- 
ments. were pofted in the villages of - Pilfnicz, 
Schmidefeldt, and Hoefgen. Two battalions of 
grenadiers, and five of mufqueteers, were pofted 


* Yzger fignifies hunter, and the numerous troops of that 
denomination are all fuppofed to be markfmen, bred in the — 
foreft, who can live in the open air. Thofe of the Heffian 
troops anfwered this defcription well, during great inclemency. 
of weather in America, TRANSLATOR. 
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on the left flank. Forty fquadrons of cuiraMfiers 
were drawn up between Kofel and Klein-Mochber 
in a fecond line. The whole camp was entrenched, 
There were four redoubts between Schmidefeldt 
and Pilfnitz, and two between the latter and 
Hoefgen. Before the village of Schmidefelt there 
was a connected line of entrenchment, and there 
was a redoubt between Hoefgen and Klein-Moch- 


"ber. The Auftrian army was pofted on the op- 
_ pofite fide of the Lohe, between Strachwitz and 


Great and Little Maffelwitz, with a referve between 
Gold-Schmieden and Stabelwitz. The village of 
Neukirchen was in their front, and was furrounded 


with ftrong entrenchments. 
Both armies remained in this pofition till the 
furrender of Schweidnitz *, when General Nadafti 
| | arrived 


'* The King of Pruffia, in his pofthumous works, vol. iii. 
p- 224, fays, that Schweidnitz was taken in the following 
manner: ‘ M. Nadafti opened his trenches on the 27th of 
Oétober; his third parallel was finifhed on the 1oth of 
‘© November; the garrifon had made feveral fuccefsful forties, 
and though part of the town had been deftroyed by bom- 
bardment, the enemy had not yet gained a fingle outwork. 
Impatient at making fo little progrefs, Nadafti refolved to 
“« rifk a coup de main. On the night of the 11th he attacked 
by general affault the redoubis which fcrrounded the place, 
** two of which were taken. This occafioned M. Seers, who 
“* was governor. of the place, and M. Grumbkow, the fecond 
<< in command, to lofe their prefence of mind. They capitu- 
lated, and furrendered themfelvcs and garrifon prifoners 
“* of war.” Inthe Life of Frederick, with Anecdotes, it is 
faid, That the befiegers had thirty thoufand men; that they 
loft two thoufand five hundred, and that Coloncl Riverfon, a 
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arrived with his corps, and took poft on their right 
between Bethlern and Opperau. Several redoubts 
were then thrown up before the fuburbs of Ohlau, 
to prevent the enemy, who were now very fuperior 
in numbers, from taking poffeffion of them, and 
turning the left flank of our army. The corps of 
Ziethen advanced between Grabitzen and Gabitz, 
and oppofed a front to General Nadafti. It con- 
fitted of feven battalions, all the dragoons, and two 
regiments of huffars. 

On the 22d of November, at break of day, the 
Auftrians advanced in three columns of attack. 
One of thefe, under General Nadafti, paffed the 
river at Hartlieb. Our army having got under 
arms, it was perceived that this column direéted 
their march towards our left, and General Ziethen 
-marched with his corps to oppofe them in that 
quarter, being reinforced with two more battalions 
and a regiment of cuiraffiers. General Nadatti’s 
column had croffed the river under the protection 
of a number of batteries of heavy cannon. 

General Ziethen began a cannonade as foon as 
_ he approached, and formed an attack upon the. 
head of the column, with his huffars and dragoons, 
which was attended with fuccefs; they broke 
through the Croats and the Hungarian and Wir- 


French engineer, conducted the.fiege. That the commandant 
had himfelf been the engineer. of the fortifications (which were 
ftar redoubts). ‘That the garrifon were very unwilling to fur- 
render, and that one half of them, finding the capitulation was 
figned, found means to make their efcape, only three thoufand 
having furrendered.—Schweidnitz was taken twice, and re- 
taken twice, during the war. TRANSLATOR. 
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temburg infantry, took above one hundred: pris 
foners, and threw them into fuch diforder that they 
fled on all quarters totheriver. Inthe meantime 
the enemy attacked the village of Kleinberg, which 
the free batcalion of Angenelli defended for a con- 
fiderable time with extraordinary bravery; they 
were at length obliged to yield it to the Auftrian 
grenadiers, having firft fet fire to it. They did 
not retreat far, but drew up behind a ditch, where 
they maintained their ground till the Prince of 
Bevern, a brother of the Duke, advanced with a 
battalion to their fupport. A moft obftinate con- 
teft enfued between the infantry, and General Zie« 
then having ordered the two grenadier battalions of 
Schenkendorf and Rofenberg, and the huffars of 
Werner and Ziethen, to advance, the four com. 
panies of Auftrian grenadiers were almoft totally 
cut’to pieces, The enemy were confequently 
obliged to abandon the village, with the lofs of 
thirteen pieces of cannon, of which, for want of 
horfes, only four were carried. off the field. Ge- 
neral Nadafti was by this reception completely 
deterred from any farther attempt, and General > 
-Ziethen maintained his ground upon the feld of. 
battle. | 
Meanwhile Prince Charles had drawn out five 
batteries of fifty-fix pieces of heavy cannon, to 
protect the operation of throwing bridges acrofs 
the river, and to cover the paflage of the other 
two columns. The Pruffians had {carcely any 
artillery to oppofe to them, and one of the co- 
lumns effected their paffage at Klein-Moghber. 
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As foon as a few battalions had croffed, General 
Pennawaire attacked them with two regiments of 
cavalry, which were received with a heavy fire of 


mufquetry and grape-fhot, and in advancing to_ 
the banks of the river, the ground was fo foft, - 


that the horfes fank in the mud; in confequence 
of which thefe two regiments were obliged to re- 
treat. Upon this, the regiments of the Prince of 
PruMa and Prince Ferdinand advanced, under the 
command of Lieutenant General Schultz. The 
enemy here defended their ground with the more 
determination, that if they had given way they muft 
have perifhed in the Lohe, and they fuftained the 
attack with great courage. Our battalions fuffered 
much from their grape-fhot and mufquetry, and 
were thrown into fome diforder. Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Pruffia, upon this, feized hold of a co- 
lour, rallied the men, and led them on again to 


the attack ; but they were once more beaten back. 


~The lofs we fuftained upon this occafion had 
the farther effect of caufing the redoubt before 
Grabifch to be. abandoned fomewhat too foon. 
Colonel Linditaedt, who commanded the regiment 
-of Schultz, ordered both the battalions of that re- 
-giment to advance from the village, and attack the 
enemy filing acrofs the bridge at Mochber, and 
alfo to fupport the two above-mentioned regiments, 
The Ilajor, conceiving that this order included 
the garrifon of the redoubt, they being a part of 
the regiment, and confitting of about one hundred 
men, withdrew them as well as the artillery, 
‘Unfortunately the check which the two regiments In 
| | front 
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flont. had juft received, made fo ftrong an im- 
preffion upon the young men of the regiment of 
Schultz, who were almoft all of them recruits juft 
_raifed in the country about Breflau, that they fled 
back to the village; and it required the utmoft 
_ exertions of the brave Colonel Lindftaede to prevail 
upon them to make a ftand; but the enemy im- 
_ mediately availed themfelves of this mifcondua, 
- took poffeffion of the redoubt, and eftab!ithed 
cannon and howitzers in it, with which they en- 
filaded our whole line. They alfo took poffefion of 
the village of Grabifch. 
The enemy’s third column croffed at Sciiide- 
felt. The regiment of Manteuffel, voted there, 
defended themfelves with extraordinary bravery, 
until all their ammunition was expended, ror did 
the regiment of Prince Henry retire from Hoefgen 
till they perceived that the Auftrians had gained 
their left flank, by having penetrated at Grabifch 
and Klein-Mochber. | 
The Duke of Bevern had by no means yet 
refolved to quit the field. Ten regiments of in- 
fantry had been got into tolerable order about five 
in the evening, fupported by fome regiments of 
cuiraffiers, They advanced and drove back the 
enemy from the villages of Schmidefele, Hoefgen, 
and Klein-Mochber; but fhortly after, hearing a 
heavy fire on their, flanks, and the night now 
fetting in, the greateft part of the infantry and 
cavalry fuddenly drew back to the fuburbs: of 
Nickeifdorf; nor can any reafon be affigned for 
their precipitate retreat, as the enemy had not ad- 
N 3 vanced 
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vanced a fingle ftep to attack them. Here the 
Duke found them, to his great furprife, when he 
came back from the poft of General Ziethen, with 
whom he was concerting an attack to be made 
upon the enemy at midnight. 

On the right flank at Pilfnitz, the enemy did 
not gain an inch of ground the whole day. Ge- 
neral Brandeis, with his divifion, gallantly defended 
the abbatis from Kofel to Pilfnitz, and alfo repelled 
the attack upon the fatter village. I was pofted in 
the fist redoubt behind Pilfnitz with a howitzer, 
being at that time a bombardier. When it began 
to grow dark, Pilfnitz was abandoned. Some of 
the enemy’s infantry then advanced and penetrated 
to the fide next us. Our artillery in the redoubts, 
which hitherto had fired but little, upon this began 
to act. Our infantry advanced again into line with 
the redoubts, and fired with their mufquetry upon 
the enemy. The carabineers alfo advanced, with 
a view to make a charge, but were ftopped by a 
number of broad ditches. The engagement here 
Jafted about half an hour, when our right wing 
gave way. Our troops abandoned the redoubts, 
and drew off their artillery ; nor can I fay whether 
any orders for that purpofe were received or not. 
Thus much I know for certain, that the Auftrians 
did not follow us, and verily believe that, in the 
darknefs which prevailed, they were in doubt whe- 
ther we had left our poft or not, I alfo well 
‘remember, that the grenadiers on our right 
flank were full of fpirits, from the various ac- 
counts which had arrived, eonneanne the intelli- 

gence 
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gence that General Ziethen had beaten back the 
enemy. 7 

The chief caufes of our lofing this battle feem 
to me to have been the great extent of our en- 
trenchments* and the fuperiority of the enemy’s 
artillery, for we had but very few with the army, 
except fome light three pounders attached to the 
battalions. Hence it was impoffible to prevent 
the enemy from croffing the river. Could we 
have had a battery of from ten to fifteen twelve 
pounders, with a few howitzers in our front, and 
another of the fame fort at Klein Mochber, it is 
more than probable that the whole of the enemy’s 
undertakings would have failed. 

As to Lloyd’s “ Key-to the Camp,” the event 
certainly proved that Klein-Mochber was the key, 
fince it was there that the door was opened, but if 
Nadafti’s corps had been fortunate and had come 
upon the left flank of Ziethen’s corps, the key to 
the camp would probably have been found in that 
quarter. The pofition propofed by Lloyd, with 
the right to Breflau, and the left to Grabifch and 
Kleinberg, appears to me to be far from well ima- 
gined, for nothing would then have been eafier 
than for the enemy to have attacked the army both 
in front and rear. | 

The ftrength of the Duke of Bevern’s army in 
the battle of Breflau may be very eafily afcertained, 


* A camp, fays the King in his pofthumous-works, like a 
garment, fhould be fitted to the body'which is to occupy it, 
and neither be too fmall nor too large. TRANSLATOR. 


N 4 by 
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by deducting from the ftatement of what it was 
when it entered Silefia the different detachments 
which were made, and it will appear to have been 
as follows: . 


g battalions of grenadiers, 
30 -— of mufqueteers, 
40 fquadrons of cuiraffiers, 
30 | --— of dragoons. 








After every deduction, for the detachment of dif- 
ferent battalions, for lofs by fkirmifhes, by defer- 
tion, and by ficknefs, it cannot be fuppofed to have 
fuffered a diminution of lefs than three thoufand 
men. It will then, upon the moft probable cal- 
culation, be found to have amounted to twenty- 
five thoufand men in the battle of Breflau. 

‘The Auftrian army, including the corps under 
General Nadafti, amounted to at leaft eighty 
thoufand men, as appears very plainly from the 
ftatement of their force in the battle of Liffa *. 


* In the battle of Brcflau the Auftrians employed the whole 
of the heavy cannon which they had taken in Schweidnitz. 
The King blames the Duke of Bevern for leaving, when he re- 
treated, eight thoufand men and eighty pieces of cannon, in 
the town of Dreflau, to fall a facrifice. He fays, that it would 
not have colt him fo much, had he attacked theircamp. From 
| eizhty pieces of cannon in the town of Breflau, it feems as if 
the want of artillery fo very feverely felt by the Pruffians in 
this engagement might eafily have been fupphed. The King 
employed the Duke of Bevern again in 1762, when he was re. 
Jeafed from being prifoner. TRANSLATOR, 
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The expedition againft the united armies of the 
Empire and of France having been fo happily 
concluded at Rofbach, the King had little more to 
fear on the fide of Saxony. He refolved to move 
to Silefia, and ftop the progrefs of the Auftrians 
in-that quarter. The corps which he took with 
him, confifted of eighteen battalions and twenty- 
‘eight fquadrons, with which he proceeded from 
Leipfig on the 12th of November, and arrived at 
Parchwitz on the 28th. Here he remained till 
the 3d of December, and was then joined by the 
army from Breflau under the command of General 
Ziethen+, During the march, the troops had 

) been 


* This is called by the Germans the battle of Leuthen, but 

there being the town of Liffa on the field as well as one 

called Leuthen, the Tranflator has retained the name by 
which the battle is known in England. 


+ Nothing, fays the King, could exceed the dejedtion of 
thefe foldiers, in confequence of their recent defeat. It was 
neceffary to exalt them in their own opinion, and to recal their 
former exploits to their memory. Every method was em- 
ployed to raife their drooping fpirits. The King fpoke kindly 
to them; he caufed refrefhments to be iffued to them gratis, 
and even the refource of wine was not neglected. Their 
countenances began to brighten, and thofe who had juft gained 
the victory at Rofbach, perfuaded their comrades to cheer up 
their © 
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been conftantly quartered in houfes, and furnifhed 
with every comfort, a precaution. which was ab- 
folutely requifite. The army carried little with 
them but their arms and ammunition, and there 
was not a fingle magazine on their whole line of 
march; but their wants were fupplied by hofpi- 
tality, which .cheered the foldier, lightened his 
Jabours on the longeft days of march, and in- 
fpired him with new courage and alecsity to move 
againft his enemy. 

The King, knowing that there was ftill a {mall 
corps of Auftrians in Upper Lufatia under Ge- 
nerals Marfchal and Haddick, by which he might 
be incommoded upon his march, fent Marfhal 
Keith, with a {mall corps acrofs the Erzgebirg 
heights through Marienberg and Pafsberg towards 
Bohemia, to draw the attention of the Auftrians on 
that fide. He executed the defign with much 
fuccefs. He moved through Commottau and 
ZLaun to Leutmeritz, levied confiderable contribu- 
tions, and after deftroying the magazine and bridge 
at that place, withdrew, upon the approach of 
Marfchal’s corps, through Pafsberg, back toSaxony, 
where he went into winter-quarters. 

The King was met by a very unpleafing fuc- 
_ceffion of meffengers upon his march. Scarcely 
had he learnt that Schweidnitz had furrendered 


their courage. Repofe completed the endeavour, and they 
became defirous of an early Spportnnny of wafthing out the 
fain. , TRANSLATORe 


after 


— 


—— 
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aie an inconfiderable defence, than he received 
intelligence of the defeat of the army at Breflau; 


‘then chat Breflau itfelf had furrendered, and that 


the Duke of Bevern was taken prifoner; that the 
Silefian regiments which had been left to garrifon 
the town were entirely difperfed ; that twelve 
battalions had marched out of the town with only 
four hundred men in each battalion; and that the 


_fpirit of defertion had begun to prevail fo ftrongly 


among the Silefian cavalry, that few of the regi- 
ments had a third part of their original eftablith- 
ment. Thus was the Duke of Bevern’s. . army 


_ weakened beyond belief. For reckoning the lofs 


of the nine battalions in the town of Breflau, and 


_ the lofs fuftained in the cavalry, at fix thoufand 


men, and eftimating the killed, wounded, and 
prifoners, in that battle, at about four thoufand, 
and deducting the amount from twenty-five thou- 
fand, the army under General Ziethen cannot be~’ 


calculated, at the higheft, at more than fifteen thou- 


fand men. But as the battalions of the King’s 
corps cannot be taken, one with another, at more 
than fix hundred men, and the fquadrons at one 
hundred, the army will amount to thirteen thoufand 


fix hundred. Confequently the King’s army after 


the junction could not exceed twenty-eight thou- 


— fand fix hundred ; a very inconfiderable force when 


oppofed to the United Army of the Auftrians, 
which amounted to at leaft eighty thoufand men, 
This great fuperiority feems to have made them 
fo infolent, that they affeéted to call the Pruffian 
army, The Guard Parade of Potzdam, 


Ie 
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It is but too often the effect of profperity, fo to 
intoxicate the minds of men, as to deftroy their 
natural energy, and reduce them to the level of 
the meaneft underftandings. Misfortunes, on the 
contrary, feem to be a fource of ftrength, which 
—reftores the mind to its proper tone, and to its 
former vigour and elafticity. The King fum- 
moned all his generals and ftaff-officers to head- 
quarters, in order to communicate to them the 
misfortunes which had befallen him, in the lofs of 
Schweidnitz, the defeat of the Duke of Bevern, 
and the capture of Breflau. He told them, that 
in this unfortunate conjuncture, he had fo entire 
a reliance upon their courage, their firmnefs, their 
zeal, and their love for their country, that he was 
confident they would take the firft opportunity of 
wrefting from the enemy the advantages which 
fortune had thrown into their hands. He charged 
them to make known his fentiments to all the 
officers, and to the army in general, and by de- 
grees to prepare the private foldiers for the 
meafures which were afterwards to be adopted, 
To tell them, that they muft attack the enemy 
wherever they found him; that it was not now a 
queftion of numbers; that he hoped his troops 
would attack with valour, and exert their utmoft 
efforts to gain a victory, in fpite of every obftacle 
of numbers or entrenchments. ‘That the time was 
now come when they were called upon to aét as 
Pruffians and Patriots, and that he defired not a 
better earneft of their future conduct than the vic- 

tory 
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tory with which they had been fo sely arowied 
at Rofbach. 

It was impoffible to hear thefe words delivered 
by the King, without emotion. They infpired in 
every one a defire of being immediately led againtt 


the enemy, and of fhewing by their actions that 
they deferved this confidence which he repofed 


inthem. They raifed the courage both of officers 
and of foldiers to the higheft pitch. All appre- 
henfions of danger vanifhed, and every one feemed 
to feel within himfelf a certain prognoftication of 
victory. 

When we confider the compofition of the Pruf- 
fian army, the expectations of the King will not 
appear extraordinary. ‘They were now almoft en- 
tirely native Pruffians: nearly the whole of the 
foreigners had deferted, and the few which re- 
mained had imbibed the Pruffian character, of 
which the moft confpicuous features is their ftrong 
attachment to their King and Country. If ever 
there has been a people who refembled the Spar- 
tans or the Romans, it was the Pruffians of that ° 
day. Under the condué of the King, they never 
doubted they advanced to certain victory. 

No fooner had the jundtion been effected between 
the corps of Ziethen and that under the command 
of the King, than it was refolved to march againft 
the enemy. The battalions had the following order 
of battle affigned to them: 


VAN- 





i757. 


VAN-GUARD. 


MajorGenerals. Wedel, Lattorffe, *#*** Golz, Kalkreuth. 
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1 Manteufell grenadiers, 
1 Haake grenadiers. 


a 


1 Wedel erenadiers, 
1 Heiden grenadiers. 


j 


1 Bornftaedt mvfqueteers, 
1 Affeberg mufqueteers. 


2 Itzenplitz mufqueteers. 


t 2 Meyerinck’s mufqueteers. 


FIRST LINE. 


. “ 
Prince Maurice. 


of Pruffia, 


Prince Ferdinand 
MajorGenerals. Gei/, ee Kabhlden, 


Lt. Generals. Retzow, 


‘3 a 

S '§ 1 Kremzow grenadiers 
“> } 2 Karl, 

8 & J? 2 Guards. 

x 

A> 


1 Retzow, 
2 Kannacker, 
2 Pannewitz. 


2 Forcade, 

2 Brunfwick, 

1 Burgfdorf grenadiers, 

1 Shenkendorf grenadiers. 


2 Geift, ; 
2 Winterfeldt. 


4 

Re Le Noble, 
= < Angenelli, 
| Kalben. 
o© 

2 

fx, 


3 Diring fhofen grenadiers, 


3 Kierfel. 
. 


we woewcemnes aed 


Left flank. 





Right flank. 





1 Unruh mufqueteers, 
1 Kleith. 
XS 1 Pruffia, 
fe 1 Munchow. 
So] 1 Branfwick, 
= S © {1 Wirtemberg, 
= ws (1 Auftrian grenadiers, 
vl J: Plotz grenadiers. 
= $0) 1 Ferdinand, 
O «8 (1 Rofenberg grenadiers, 
Oo R8 
mw ef Henry, 
& 431 Kalkitein. 
o 
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35 
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CAVALRY. 


FIRST LINE. 


P sai Driefen,  H.of Wirtemberg, — Ziethen. 


Major Me Nor- Ste- Baron Schmet- Lentua 
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* The Tranflator has frequently taken the liberty of omitting 
' names, but upon this occafion, or that of Rofbach, he would 
deem it unpardonable, It is much to be regretted, thatinthe 


Pruflfian 





392 CAMPAIGN OF 1767, 


On the 4th of December the army moved at 
break of day from Parchwitz, and marched in the 
following order to Neumark. The van-euard 
confifted of the battalions above- mentioned, and 
eight hundred volunteers from the whole army at 
he head, all the foot yzgers, free battalions, and 
huffars, except thofe of Wernher, the dragoons of 
Czetteritz, Norman, and Krokow, with a battery 
of ten heavy twelve pounders. The army fol- 
lowed in four columns by the right flank. The 
firft column confifted of the cavalry of the right 
wing of the firft and fecond line. The fecond co- 
Jumn was compofed of the infantry of the right 
wing of the firft and fecond line.. Their rear- 
oe was formed of the three battalions of Auttria, 
Plotz, and Ferdinand, which covered the bageace, 
The third column confifted of the infantry of the 
left wing of the firft and fecond line. The fourth 
column was formed of the cavalry of the left wing 
of the firft and fecond line.. The huffars of Werner 
had the rear-guard. The heavy artillery were di- 
vided into two brigades, and moved behind the 
fecond and third columns, 

In Neumark, and behind it, there was a corps” 
of croats and huflars, of about four thoufand men, 
ftationed there for the protection of the bakery of 
the Auftrian army. Thefe were furprifed by the 
huffars, fupported by the volunteers and free bat- 


Pruffian fervice the different corps are not known by numbers: _ 
thofe which were at Rofbach and Liffa will in a few years no 
longer be known by the names they bore at that time, which " 
were thofe of their Colonels. 

talions, 
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talions, who cut down above two hundred of them, 
made fix hundred prifoners, and difperfed the re- 
mainder. The whole bakery fell into our hands. 
On the fame evening the King received certain 
intelligence, that Prince Charles had moved from 
his camp at Breflau, had paffed the Lohe and the 
Schweidnitz rivulet, and had encamped on the fide 
of them. 
On the sth of December the army moved before 
break of day. The grenadier battalion of Burgf- 
dorf occupied the caftle of Neumark, and thofe of 
Auftria and Plotz remained with the heavy baggage 
and train of artillery. The order of march conti- 
nued the fame as the day before. The van-guard 
formed in front of Kemmerfdorf, the cavalry be- 
fore the infantry, which were pofted upon the 
heights. -In this pofition they remained with ten 
heavy twelve pounders in front till break of day, | 
when the army came up, It was made known 
that the Auftrians had advanced, that they were 
drawn up upon the plain, and that there probably 
would be a battle in the courfe of the day. This 
intelligence caufed an univerfal joy, and the coun- 
tenance of every foldier fhewed an eagernefs to 
meet the enemy. Every circumftance was fa- 
vourable. The thicknefs of the weather prevented 
the enemy from perceiving our march, and the 
corps under the Saxon General Noftitz, which had 
taken poft upon the heights between us and Borna, 
-and which confifted of three regiments of Saxon 
dragoons and two of Auftrian huffars, was com- 
=) pletely 
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pletely furprifed, and furrounded by our huffarg 
and dragoons, Eleven officers and five hundred: 
and forty men were taken, a confiderable number 
Were killed, and the remainder were driven back 
to the enemy’s army: During this attack, the 
infantry of the van-guard had taken poft before the 
villages of Potkendorf, Lamperfdorf, and Katlau, 
to cover the attack. In the mean time the co- 
lumns continued their march in the beft order, 
and exhibited as fine a fight as can be well ima- 
gined. The heads of -the columns kept in per- 
fect line, and at their exact diftance for forming. 


Every divifion kept its interval with as much pre- . 


cifion as they could have done at a review, fo that 
the formation of the line was the bufinefs of a mo- 
ment. 

The enemy’s advance poft at Borna being driven 
-in, the King had an opportunity of reconnoitring 
the pofition of their army. Their right was pofted 
behind the wood of Nipern, where the flank was 
covered by the village, and by feveral {mall lakes 
and ravines. ‘Their front extended from thence 
behind Leuthen, Frobelwitz, and Sagfhutz; where, 
in order to protect the left flank, the corps of Na- 
dafti formed an angle, which extended from Sag- 
fhutz to the ponds and marfhes of Gohlau; and 
between the left and the corps of Nadafti there was 
a body.of cavalry on the left of Leuthen. The 
King had fo often maneéuvred his troops upon 
this very ground in time of peace, that he knew 
exactly the ftrong and weak pdints of the pofition. 

12- The 
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The ground upon their right was fo much inter- 
fected both in front and flank, that it was not ade 
vifable to attack on that fide, and his Majefty re- 
folved to attack their left*. He gave orders that . 
during the attack made by the advance-guard, 
both the firft and fecond lines fhould remain out of 
mufquet-fhot of the enemy, that as foon as the 
heads of the columns had paffed the village of 
Borna, fo that it fhould be between the fecond. 
and third columns, the army fhould, from four 
columns, form two lines. This, by an inclination 
of the heads of the columns to the right, was ef- 
fected with extraordinary quicknefs. The van- 
guard was ordered to make the firft attack. By 
twelve o’clock the army, now marching in two 
lines, with the cavalry upon the wings, and the 
van-guard in front and to the left, had arrived 


* The ground near which this battle was fought, was at 
that time covered with wood, which, as well as the thicknefs 
of the weather, probably favoured the Pruffian manceuvres. 
The King having led on his army in clofe columns, (the march 
being in front,) found the enemy ftronger on their right flank 
than he expected. He immediately counter-marched his coé 
lumns, (the expreffion in his pofthumous works is, ** es colannes 
gui etoient en ordre de deploiement furent renverfeés,’?) and moved 


_by a flank march, in open column, to gain their left. Marthal 


Daun faid to Prince Charles of Loraine, * Ces gens s°en vont; 
laiffez les faire.’? We fell into the fame error which the French 
had done at Rofbach, taking the manoeuvre for a retreat. When 
the King formed his lme, he ordered the attack to proceed by 
echellons of battalions, fifty paces behind each other, in order 
to refufe his left wing, and to prevent the pofibility of the 


fame miftake which happened at Kollin. Transia'tror. 


on upon 
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upon the afcent between Lobetintz and Kartfchutz. 
We were now near the enemy, and the King 
faw their whole pofition from the wind-mill 
at Lobetintz. I could eafily diftinguifh them 
myfelf. 

The van-guard now received orders to attack. 
As foon as they had the villages of Kartfchutz and 
Striegwitz on their right, fix battalions of their 
right wing formed an angle to cover the flank of 
the cavalry, and the remaining four battalions at- 
tacked the villages under cover of the fire of ten 
heavy twelve pounders. General Nadafti had 
‘taken poft upon their left, in order to take our 
army in flank; our van-guard had fearcely formed 
their line, when his cavalry made their appearance 
from behind the wood, and attacked our cavalry 
which were advancing. His attack threw then 
into fome diforder, but our battalions which had 
formed an angle, gave their fire with fuch effect, 
that the enemy’s cavalry drew back with the 
greateft precipitation. The fire of great guns and 
{mall arms then became very hot. This was about 
one o’clock. The fix battalions attacked the Wir- 
temberg grenadiers, which were pofted behind an 
abbatis, and drove them from it. General Wedel, 
with the regiments of Meyrincke and Itzenplitz, 
advanced againft a great battery which the enemy 
had erected upon the heights before Sagf{chutz, 
and took it after a fhort oppofition. This threw 
the whole corps of Nadafti into confufion, and 
notwithftanding that feveral battalions of them ral- 

lied 
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lied behind the ditches, yet they were foon com- 
pletely routed. a 

During the attack made by the van-guard, the 
army continued advancing and inclining to their 
right. The van-guard did the fame. The enemy 
were conftantly out-flanked, and the fix foremoft 
battalions of the van-guard forming an angle with 
the reft of the line, continually hung upon their 
rear. By thefe means every corps which was fent 
by the enemy to the fupport of their left wing, was 
broken to pieces the moment they attempted’ to 
form. They drew back in great diforder, and the 
King ordered the heavy cannon to be drawn ftill 
more to the left, while the troops were preffing 
forwards. The enemy attempted feveral times to 
form an angle at Gohla to cover the flank of their 
army, but were in this manner conftantly pre- 
vented, while at the fame time they were expofed 


‘to a heavy fire in the front. . The cavalry of our 


right wing, which had hitherto been prevented 
from acting, by thickets, hedges, and ditches, at 
length found their opportunity at Gohla. The 
huffars of Ziethen fell upon the Bavarian and 
Wirtemberg infantry as they were retreating, 
killed a confiderable number of them, and made 


‘above two thoufand prifoners. 


In the mean time the enemy’s Generals were 
employed in forming an angle to the former 
front with that part of the army which had not yet 
been engaged. The point of the angle was at 
Leuthen, where they brought all the artillery they 

oO 3 could 
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could get together, and placed it upon the afcent 
behind the village. This village had not only 
from the beginning been ftrongly occupied, but 
was now filled by the referve which had fallen 
back, and by the fugitives of the right wing, who 
threw themfelves into the houfes and the church- 
yard. All appeared determined there to maintain 
their poft to the utmoft, and the Pruffian army was 
at leaft as much refolved to drive them out, at 
whatever rate they might attain the conqueft, 
Both battalions of guards and the battalion of Ret- 
zow attacked the village, and now as dreadful and 
. as deftructive a conteft of infantry took place as 
any which had ever happened. The enemy be- 
haved with extraordinary determination. One bat- 
talion after.another continued to form up, fo that 
our left wing, which by the King’s orders ought 
to have been conftantly refufed, was now engaged 


with the enemy. At length the guards conducted . 


by Lieutenant General Mollendorf, who at that 
time was their eldeft captain, broke in with irre- 
fittible bravery, and obliged the enemy to abandon 
the village after a defence of about half an hour. 
This conqueft was certainly one ftep farther towards 
victory, but the enemy did not yet feem inclined 
to relinquifh the field of battle. They continued 
to defend themfelves for fome time, drawing up 
their grenadiers and other infantry behind a num- 
ber of ditches, which were of great affiftance to 
them, But they at length fell into univerfal and 
inextricable ¢onfufion, and at one place in parti- 
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cular near a. wind-mill, where, without exaggera- 
tions, they were at Jeaft one hundred men in depth, 
our artillery availed themfelves of the opportunity, 
and made prodigious flaughter; which foon obliged 
the whole to take to flight. } 
During the attack of the village, General Driefen, 
with the cavalry of our right, attacked in front the 
cavalry of the Auftrian left wing, while Bareuth’s dra- 
goons drew off to the right and fell upon their left 
flank. Although they were expofed to a heavy fire 
of grape-fhot, yet they routed the enemy, and drove 
them completely from the field, where they ap- 
peared no more. Our cavalry then cut in amongft 
the Auftrian infantry, and made whole battalions 
prifoners. The right wing of their army had no 
better fate. After forming a front at Leuthen, 
they quitted that pofition, and moved to the left 
to change their front. The cavalry of our left 
wing, which had hitherto remained behind Lo- 
betintz, no fooner faw this movement than they 
advanced, attacked the right of the enemy’s ca- 
valry, came upon their flank, put them totally ta 
flight, and afterwards broke in among their infan-— 
_ try. Both thefe attacks of the cavalry obliged the 
enemy to leave Leuthen fooner than they otherwife 
would have done: they attempted however a third 
time to regain a pofition, but by this time our army 
had advanced fo far that they were upon their flank, 
and their infantry being now totally unprotected, 
the Pruffian cavalry came down upon them, killed 
a great many, and took a number of prifoners. 
Then no alternative was left, They fled acrafs 
o4 | the 
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the bridges at Liffa and Rathen, and the bridge of 
boats acrofs the Schweidnitz rivulet, and gained 
them with difficulty, clofely purfued by the Pruffian 
cavalry. After the battle, our army took up their 
Jaft pofition at the fetting in of night between 
Guckerwitz and Liffa. 

When the army had halted, the King rode up 
in front, and afked them, if there were any who 
were inclined to follow him to Liffa? The grena- 
dier battalions of Manteuffel and Wedel, and the 
regiment of Bornftaedt, immediately ftood to their 
arms and followed him. The houfes in the town 
were filled with Auftrianos, and when the King, ac- 
companied with feveral officers, rode up to the 
caftle, he paffed a number of their officers and 
foldiers who were wounded, An apartment had 
been quickly prepared for his reception, but as the 
grenadiers were advancing, they received a general 
fire from the houfes. They broke into them with- 
out much deliberation, and put every one to death 
who had.arms in their hands. 

The General and Staff-officers now coming up, 
the King, with a countenance full of fatisfaction, 
entered the apartment where the parale was to be 
given. They immediately approached and con- 
gratulated his Majefty upon the victory. * After 
‘© fuch a conclufion of our labours, it is gaod ta 
f€ repofe ourfelves,”’ replied the King. He thank- 
ed them in the moft gracious manner for this addi- 
tional proof of their fidelity and courage, which 
would hand.down the glory of their names and of 
their natjon to the Jateft times, He then gave 
| : | orders 
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orders that a declaration fhould be made‘to the 
whole army, of the fatisfaction with which he ex- 
prefied the moft perfect approbation of their ad- 
mirable valour. 

On the 6th the army moved in two columns by 
their right, and croffed the Schweidnitz rivulet. 
The enemy had fled acrofs the Lohe, and were 
endeavouring to affemble their people in the 
neighbourhood of Breflau. General Buccow was 
pofted with their rear-guard between Hoefgen and 
Klein-Mochber, but a few cannot-fhot from our 
huffars obliged them to draw back. Prince Charles 
moved in the afternoon at three o’clock. He re- 
tired gradually by Bora to Schweidnitz, and from | 
thence into Bohemia. On the 7th, three battalions 

of grenadiers, three of mufqueteers, four of huffars, 
five of dragoons, and two free battalions, were de- 
tached in purfuit of the enemy, and by this fmall 
force was Prince Charles obliged to evacuate Si- 
Jefia in the {pace of fourteen days, The expedi- 
tion deferves to be minutely detailed, were this 
the proper place; it would prove extremely in- 
{tructive both in the great and leffer fcale of war. 
It is fufficient to fay, that it was ¢ondycted by 
Ziethen, | 

This battle and its eonlcauaices coft the Au-. 
ftrians not far fhort of fixty thoufand men. In 
action they loft, in killed and wounded, above fix 
thoufand five hundred ; but I will only eftimate 
them at three thoufand, as many of the wounded 
fled to Breflau, There were twenty-one thoufand 
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five hundred taken prifoners, and at the furrender 
of Breflau*, feventeen thoufand one hundred and 
forty-fix men laid down their arms. -General Zie- 
then made two thoufand more prifoners. They 
had loft at Neumark the day before eight hundred. 
Above fix thoufand had deferted, and in the {pring 
of 1758 the garrifon of Schweidnitz, amounting to 
five thoufand men, was obliged to furrender pri- 
foners of war: and one thoufand may be reckoned 
to have deferted from thence, or to have died ; for 
when Prince Charles moved to Bohemia, the num- 
ber in Schweidnitz was above fix thoufand. Thefe 
loffes together amount to fifty-fix thoufand four 
hundred and forty-fix men. When we took Lig- 


* Breflau was invefted on the 7th of December. General 
Sprecher commanded in. the place. The King fays, «* That 
*¢ the garrifon made a poor defence ; they attempted a fortie 
© in which they loft three hundred men. On the 16th, a 
‘* bomb-fhell fet fire toa powder magazine,”’ (which, accord- 
ing to Lloyd, deftroyed eight hundred men.) <‘* This,’’ adds 
the King, “* made a breach in one of the baftions. The cold 
** became fo violent, that the commandant became apprehen- 
‘< five that, in fpite of his precautions, the ditch would be 
«* frozen, and that the place would be taken by affault. Thefe 
‘* confiderations induced him to capitulate. He furrendered 
_ © his whole garrifon prifoners of war, and found that feventeen 
¢* thoufand men had yielded to fourteen thoufand. But,’? con- 
tinues the King, ‘* it muft be confidered that part of this gar- 
‘© rifon was compofed of fugitives from Liffa, and that, ge- 
_ €© nerally fpeaking, it is not fo much the fortifications nor the 


«© number of foldiers which defend a town, but a great deal - 


‘¢ muft depend upon the abilities and determined courage of 
* acommandant.’* - TRANSLATOR. 
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nitz *, tke Auftrian officers acknowledged, that 
their army which retreated into Bohemia amount- 
ed to nine thoufand regular infantry, and twenty- 
eight thoufand cavalry, crdats, and other lighe 
troops. When we recollect that, with the excep- 
tion of a few troops in Saxony and Bohemia, thg 
- whole Auftrian army was prefent in the battle, 
their numbers at Liffa will probably not be over- 
rated, when we eftimate them upon that occafion 
to have amounted to ninety thoufand men. 

I haye already obferved, that the battles of the 
King of Pruffia are completely original, but upqna 
no occafion is the truth of this gbfervation more 
ftriking than in the defcription of thé battle of 
Liffa. In ancient hiftory there is fcarcely any 
inftance, and in miodern times not a fingle inftance, 
of a battle which can in any degree be compared 
to it, whether we confider the difpofition, the exe- 
cution, or the confequences. It forms as it were 
an epoch in the military fcience, and exhibits not 
only the theory, but the practice of a fyftem, the 
difcovery of which muft be afcribed to the King 
alone. - 

The King caufed his army to move in fuch a 
‘manner, as to make an angle with the enemy’s 
front. This brought on the true oblique line, 
which, in the judgment of all Generals who think 
upon their profeffion, and of all military Authors 


+ Lignitz capitulated on the 26th of December. 
| Tr ANSLATOR. 
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of the firft rank, muft prove the key to victory, 
But at the time when the King appeared upon the 
theatre of war, the idea of ic was but dark and in- 
complete, ‘and no General, at leaft in modern 
times, had thoroughly difcerned its advantages, or 
had the courage to depart from the beaten track. 
. Now it is the favourite pofition, and {eems as if it 
were to take the place of every other, but whether 
any General can employ it with fimilar fuccefs, re- 
mains as yet a queftion. It is with this as with the 
fword of Scanderbeg: he fent it to Mahomet *, 
but his arm went not with it, and it no longer 
feemed the fame weapon when wielded by the 


* The Author {peaks of Mahomet the fecond, who fubdued 
the empires of Trebifonde dnd Conftantinople, and who was 
furnamed the Great. This appellation feems to have been 
flill better deferved by Scanderbeg, ‘who defended his domi. 
_ nions againft the whole Ottoman power in two feveral inva- 
fions. He gained great victories with extraordinary difpropor- 
tion of numbers, and is not unworthy of being named with the 
Great Frederick. His real name was George Caftriot. He 
received that of Scanderbeg from the Turks, being the fame 
name by which Alexander the Great is known among them. 

After wrefting from the hands of the Turks his own he- 
reditary dominions, which they had feized from his father, (he 
himfelf having been educated as an hoftage,) and after making 
various conquefts, he died, in full poffeffion of the whole, in 
the year 1467, in the 63d year of his age. He was a Chriftian 
Prince, and was interred with great magnificence in the ca- 


thedral church of Liffa in-Epirus: this coincidence of names 


js fingular. 
The account of Scanderbeg may he found in Knolles’s Hi; ifory 
| of the Turks, continied by Sir Paut Rycaur under the head 
of Amurath and Mahomet the fecond. TRANSLATOR. 
Sultan’s 
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Sultan’s hand. At prefent every one is acquainted 
with the advantages of the oblique order of battle, 
but the genius of the King: is wanting to give it 
the full effect. Whether from defect of genius, 
or of vigour in the execution, nothing but abortive 
mifconception has ever fince been produced by the 
attempt. ) 

The nature of this order of battle makes it 
evident that the attack muft be directed upon a 
flank. The main objeét is to make impreffion on 
a point; from thence to proceed to out-flank the 
enemy, and move upon their flank and rear. To 
attain this end, the wing which attacks muft be 
made fufficiently ftrong to force fuperiority, but in 
order that the enemy may not have it in their 
power to reinforce the point attacked, it appears to 
be of the utmoft importance to keep him in a ftate 
of uncertainty, with refpect to your true defign, 
till the moment of execution. This being once 
arrived, the attack muft proceed with the greateft 
impetuofity. The enemy muft not have time to 
recollect himfelf, but by a vigorous and unexpected 
attack muft be overthrown before he is able to, 
fire a fhot. | 

Many other remarks might be made on this 
battle, fed faptenti fat. 
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OPERATIONS AGAINST THE RUSSIANS, 


ee The King of Pruffia being informed of the 
Czarina’s acceffion to the treaty of Verfailles, 
‘ordered General Lehwald, with about thirty 
thoufand men, to march to the frontiers of 
Pruffia, and oppofe the march of the enemy. 
Accordingly this General having affembled his 
army in the month of June, advanced to Infter- 
burg, with a corps farther on towards Memel 
to obferve their motions. . 
‘¢ In the mean time the Ruffian army, confilting 
of thirty-one regiments of foot, fourteen of horfe, 
five of huffars, and about fixteen thoufand Tar- 
tars, Calmucks, and Coffacks, amounting ia 
the whole to fixty-two thoufand foot, nineteen 
thoufand horfe, and the above-mentioned 
Tartars, &c. broke up in May, and ad- 
vanced in four columns towards the frontiers 
of Pruffia; three of which paffed through Po- 
land, and the fourth through Samogitia, towatds 


-Memel. This laft was commanded by Ge- 


neral Fermor, and deftined to befiege that town. 
To facilitate which enterprife, Admiral Lewes, 
an Englifhman of reputation in the Ruffian fer- 
vice, failed with a confiderable fleet to Revel, 
with about nine thoufand men on board, in 
order to land and attack Memel on the fea fide, 
while General Fermor did the fame on the land 
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«¢ fide. Accordingly they arrived before Memel 
«© at the end of June, and on the sth of the follow- 
ing month they took that place by capitulation, 
«¢ This conqueft was of infinite confequence to 
* the Ruffians, becaufe they could make a con- 
«© venient place of arms of it, and by means of 
their fleet, provide it with provifions and ftores 
‘¢ fufficient to fupply the whole army, who could 
“* not poffibly be provided otherwife, and confe- 
‘© quently profecute the operations of the cam- 
“ paign. : | 

‘© This expedition being happily executed, the 
‘¢ whole army under the command of M. Apraxin, 
*¢ united in the month of Auguft on the river.Rufs, 
*¢ and from thence advanced towards the Pregel. 
«© Upon which General Lehwald quitted the camp 
‘© at Infterburg, and retired towards Wehlau, where 
‘¢ he continued tll the 3oth of Auguft, and then 
<¢ advanced to attack the Ruffians who had paffed 
«the Pregel, and had encamped at Gros-Ja- 
«© serfdorf*.” | | 
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* The paflage between commas, is an extract from Lloyd, 
which feems neceffary to conneét the narrative. : 
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BATTLE OF JAGERSDORF. 


Marfhal Lehwald having croffed the Pregel, 
took up his camp behind a thick wood between 
 Ranglack and Bufchdorf. This wood had three 
outlets, which led to the enemy’s camp. The 
firftt was aroad by the fide of the river, and was 
guarded by the huffars of Malachowfki; the twe 
others had roads which were fo broad that troops 
could move on them with a whole divifion in front. 
Thefe avenues were guarded by picquets, and the 
wood itfelf was thick and impaffable. 

Immediately after our troops had paffed the 
Pregel, the Ruffian army encamped behind the 
wood of Norkitten in a very irregular line. The 
cavalry of their right wing was pofted in front of 
Weinoten, and extended to Mifchullen; the righe 
wing of the infantry had their flank ar Weinoten, 
and from thence extended through the wood to 
Schlofsberg, with the left to the rivulet of Auxina, 
-where the banks were fteep and difficult of accefs. 
The cavalry of the left wing, and the fyarm of their 
light horfe, were drawn up between Sitterfeldt and 
the wood of Norkitten. 

Soon after his arrival, Marfhal Lehwald recon- 
noitred the enemy with a fmall efcort; but could 
difcover nothing of their large army, and only 
perceived a few Coffacks encamped. He dif- 
{patched Lieutenant General Schorlemmer, the 
Prince of Holitein, the Generals Platen and Ruefch, 

with 
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with two regiments of huffars, fifteen fquadrons of — 
dragoons, and two battalions of grenadiers, by the 
road through Almenhaufen, in order to obtain more 
accurate intelligence. The battalions of grenadiers 
were pofted in the wood; and the cavalry advanced 
into the plain, while the army remained under arms 
in camp, ready to move. Under thefe circum- 
{tances ic was impoffible to reconnoitre their pofi- 
tion with fufficient exactnefs, and that was con- 
fidered as the left flank of their army, which -pro- 
bably was nothing more than a camp of irregular 
troops. It was imagined that the left flank of their 
army extended to Sitterfeld, and upon this idea 
was the difpofition formed for the attack upon 
the following day. During this reconnottring, 
it was reported to the Marfhal that a number of 
foragers appeared to the right; in confequence of 
which he moved with fome troops from the camp, | 
in order to drive them away, and to reinforce Ge- 
neral Schorlemmer. By fome mifunderftanding, 
the army, contrary to his orders, got under arms, 
and followed him through the wood, in front of 
which they now formed, This was foon perceived 
by the Coffacks; the alarm was given in the 
enemy’s camp, and their army got under arms, but 
as they did not move, the Marfhal caufed his troops 
to march back into their camp. General Schor- 
Jemmer, who {till remained in front of the wood, 
was cannonaded for fome time, but without fuffer- 
ing any lofs. Some think chat the Marfhal would 
have done better, if he had attacked the enemy this 
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day ;. while others may be of opinion that, with a 
force fo inconfiderable in comparifon with the ene- 
my, precipitation is by no means advifable. 

The Marfhal thought that thus much at leaft 
had been difcovered, that the left fank of the ene- 
my was the weakeft, and might be attacked with a 
profpect of fuccefs. In fact, the ground upon 
the right flank at Weinotten was very difficult, on 
account of feveral old ponds, between which there 
was no other paflage than the narrow dykes by 
which they were divided. The attack was deter- 
mined to be made the next day, the joth of Auguft; 
in confequence of which, the army moved in three 
clofe columns at three o’clock in the morning. 
The firft column marched by the left, and confifted . 
of the right wing of infantry, five fquadrons of 
dragoons, and the train of artillery, The fecond 
column moved by the right, and confifted of the: 
left wing of infantry. Thefe two columns moved 
clofe to each other through the ravines at Almen- 
haufen, which village was upon their right. The 
huffars of Ruefch marched before both, to cover the 
heads of the columns, The third column moved 
through another ravine, and confifted of ten fqua- 
drons of huffars, and twenty-five fquadrons of dra- 
goons ; they marched by the right, except the huf- 
fars, who moved by the left. As foon as the army 
got clear of the wood, the columns feparated; the 
firft column inclining to the right, and the fecond 
and third to the left. When all had formed, the 
army remained halted for a fhort time. The ene- 
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my were perfectly ftill, and not even one fingle vi- 
dette was to be feen, it being at that time the cuftom 
among the Ruffians to withdraw their outpofts 
at retreat-beating, and not to fend them out again 
till break of day. They now fired their reveillé 
gun, and began their ufual morning mufic. The 
Marfhal again fet his army in motion, and ad- 
vanced in line upon Jagerfdorf. 

- The enemy in the mean time had made fome 
change in their pofition, and had drawn their left 
flank nearer to Sitterfeld, where they had ereét- 
ed a ftrong battery. It was reported that they 
meant to move to Allenberg, on account of their 
being in want of provifion: that with this view 
General Lieven had moved with a corps on 
the 2gth, to Sieterfeld, and that their army were 
preparing to follow him on the 3oth. Marfhal 
Lehwald, whofe intention was to attack the ene- 
my’s left flank, inftead of doing fo, came directly 
upon the center of their line, but as foon as he 
perceived it, made his army incline to the right, in. 
order to gain their left flank. The cavalry of the 
right wing attacked the Coffacks and other cavalry 
in front of their left wing, and drove them back 
behind their infantry. The regiment of Holftein 
dragoons foxced their way through them, took a 
battery of eight guns, and cut down all who op- 
pofed them. In this atrack our cavalry had got 
too far from the infantry, and could not be properly 
oe by them. Befides the Marfhal, for what 

P 2 reafan 


312 CAMPAIGN OF 1757. 


reafon J do not know, had placed moft of the ca- 
valry upon the left flank, and as he at length ob- 
ferved, that he would have too few upon his right, 
he fent thither five fquadrons, a force fcarcely fuffi- 
cient for the purpofe. Notwithftanding the cavalry 
had already forced their way among the enemy, 
they could not maintain their advantage; for 
artillery being foon brought to bear upon them, 
they were obliged to retire. During this attack of 
the cavalry, the infantry advanced again{ft the ene- 
my, forced their way into the wood, and took fe- 
veral batteries; efpeciaily the infantry of the left 
wing, which took a large battery, and followed the 
enemy with charged bayonets to fome diftance in 
the wood. General Lapuchin was taken, and gave 
the badge of his military order to a ferjeant of the 
regiment of Kanitz, as a token that he was his pri- 
foner. As they advanced they met with other batteries, 
and at length they fell in with General Romanzow, 
who was marching acrofs the wood, with a referve, 
in order to fupport that part of the army which had 
been defeated. Uponthe appearance of this force, 
our infantry were brought to a ftand, and at length 
began gradually to retire. The thick fog, which 
unfortunately prevailed at this time, increafed the 
diforder. The fmoke of the cannon and mufquetry 
did not afcend, and though the enemy fet fire to 
the villages of Udeballen and Taupilke, it was fo 
dark that the infantry could not diftinguith friend 
from foe. Hence arofe confiderable diforder. In 
advancing, fome battalions had inclined too much 

to 
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to the right, and others as far to the left, by which 
' means great intervals were made. In addition to 
this accident, the right wing was in danger of being 
taken both in flank and rear, fo that the Marthal 
found it expedient to draw back. The cavalry 
of the left wing were likewife fortunate in the be- 
ginning. When the huffars of Malachowfki had 
reconnoitred the wood, the cavalry went through it 
and round it, attacked the Ruffian cavalry, and 
threw them back upon their infantry; but in the 
purfuit they fell in with the enemy’s artillery, 
which galled them fo feverely that they were 
obliged to draw back. The retreat was made in 
perfect order, and was fo well covered by the ca- 
valry, that the enemy did not venture to purfue the 
beaten army. | | 
Several circumftances appear to have contributed 
to the lofs of the battle. The Marfhal feems to 
have been rather precipitate, and not to have had 
an accurate idea of the enemy’s pofition. As his 
object was to attack the enemy’s left flank, he 
ought to have brought the greateft part of his ca-. 
valry upon his right, and not to have made the 
attack with them until the fhock could be properly 
fuftained with infantry. He hkewife fhould have 
conftantly refufed his left wing; but they were too 
. hot, and attacked the enemy too foon, whereby 
the fame fault occurred which occafioned the lofs 
of the battle of Kollin. 
Upon the whole, the Ruffians themfelves will . 
allow that the Pruffians advanced to the battle with 
extraor- 
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extraordinary bravery.. At their firft fhock they 
carried all before them, but they had not fufficient 
numbers to cope with continual fucceffion of frefh 
troops. ‘The regiment of Kanitz charged before 
the line with fixed bayonets, and forced through 
the firft line of the enemy into the fecond, where 
they likewife forced a part to give way; but, not 
being fupported, they were obliged to retreat, 
In a word, the Pruffian army was too weak, having 
fcarcely twenty thoufand againft fixty thoufand, 
on which account many allowances ought to be 
made. , 
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27. for Royal Highnefs read Serene Highnefs. 
4. for fetting read fitting. 
11. for Hzenplitz read Itzenplitz. 
14. for right and left read line. ‘ 
26. for was read were. 
4. for Schweiduitz read Schweidnitz. 
21. for Gubel read Gabel. 
32. for Leuttron read Leuétra. 
3. for the duty read his duty. 
16. for regiments read regiment. 
23. for it was read they were. 
g. for drawn read driven. 
10. after them off infert or. 
10. for Stolpin read Stolpen. 
28. for erached read reached. 
3. for ran read would have run. 
8. for be read would have been. 
19. for features read feature. 


2, for exaggerations read exaggeration. 
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